


ABOVE THfe BATTLE 





“The fire smouldering m the forest of Europe was lit 
gimiing to burst into flames In vain did they try to put it 
out m one place it only broke out in another With gusts 
of smdV^eand a shoj^ver of sparks it swept from one point to 
anothel^bufning the dry brushwood Already in the East 
there ivim skirmishes as the prelude to the great war of the 
nations. All Europe, Europe that only ylbterday was 
sceptical and apathetic, like a de^d wood, was swept by 
the flames All men were possessed by the desire for battle 
Wir was e\ er on the point of breaking Ovtt H was stamped 
mt, but It sprang to life again The world felt that it wns 
[the mefcy of an accident thatiyj|ht ly^oose the dogs of 
•The world lay in wait The ibehng of inevitabihtj 
l^hed heavily even uponT Ifte most paCiflcalI> minded 
idoiqldgUes, sheltered beneath the massive shadow s of 
Proudhon, h>mned in war mans faiiest title of 
luddltty ” 

tJlien, was to be the mi of the physical (nd mouxl 
resurrection of the races of fhh Wptf f To such butchery 
they wete to be borne along by the currents of action and 
passionate faith f Only a Napoleonic genius could hai e 
marked out a chosen^ 4 eltbet$te asm for this blind, onward 
rush But rumfkt ^ tn Eut^epe jin^s there any gentui for 
action It wSffs though the worH^Mfid chosen the mo^t 
mediocre Ip ht^s gttvemors The force of the human mind 
uas in other things-^sO^there was nothing to be done but 
to trust to the decUf^ty doun which they were moving 
Eljts both governoftand governed were doing Europe 
looked like a vast armed vigil” 

Jean Chnstophe, vol x (i9r2l,. 


[English translation by ( ilbtrt Cannan, vol u p 504 ] 
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INTRODUCTION 

Over the cmna^e rose pfophehc a voice^ 

Be not dt^heafien'd^ affection shall solve the prehUm of 
freedom yet 

• 

(IP ere you looking to be held together by lawyei^f 
Or by an agreeiHent on a paper ^ or by arms f 
Nay nor the worlds nor any ItvtHg things will 90 
iohere ) 

Fnisr lines of Walt Whitman will be recalled 
by many who read the following pages for not 
only does Rolland iimself refer to Whitman in 
his brief Introduction} but» were it not for a 
certain htzarrerte ap^t from their context, the 
words " Over the Carnage ** might perhaps have 
stood on the covdr 6f this volume as a striking 
variant on Au dessus de la MUde 

Yet though the voice comes to us over^thc 
carnage} its message is not marred by the pas 
sions ^f the moment After eighteen months of 
^ar we are learning to look about us more 
almly, and to distinguish amid the ruins those 
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of leaders who have notr 

b4en a’\ijjpP|||ptlwir feet by the fury of the 
temp6stV( /A^ost alone Romain Rolland has 
stood test« The two main characteristics 
whioi^ striloe us in -all that he writes are lucidity 
and «ommonsense—the qualities most aeeded by 
every m thoii|[ht upon the war But there 
& anotier feature of Rq^aH^^fwork which ^on 
Its universal app^ He ^^descnbes 

miir feelings and sensatiomr^si^he presence of a 
situation, not wliat actually passes before 
eyes he describes the effects and causes of 
Intngs^ but not the things themselves Through 
liis work for the Agence Internationale des 
prisonnurs de guerre^ to which one of the 
articles now collected is largely devoted, he is, 
moreover^ ^n a positions to observe every phase 
of the great battle between ideals and between 
nations which him with sudi anguish and 
indignation And with his matchless insight and 
sympathy he gives perttianent Ibnn to our vague 
feelings in these noble and 'inspiring essays 
tt will not, however, surprise the vast public 
who have read Jean Chnstopke to find that whilcf 
so many have capitulated to the madness*of the 
terrible year through which we have passed 
Rolland has remained hrm, and has surpassed 
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Introduction 


4iimself He was extract 

placed at the beginning of tbiMHIad sho^s, 
he was one of the few who reSUaw ^ly too 
well the horror he -was powefleis prevent 
Yet he made every effort to open^^tSe eyes of 
Europe ^d especially of the young, so many of 
whom had learned to 4 qo 1^^P to lai^ as a 
leade r To IhesOj^j^ng men, one of Ifte 
essaya tt| the present collection is ftUiaipf 
addiessed-^l9 jencmm^hirotque du mmde y 4 
Eighteen months have passed and thdy sfiljb 
endure the terrible ordeal, the young mep^W 
Germany and France, whom he had striven so 
hard to bring together, on whose aspirations 
and failings Jean Chnstophe is a oritical edm** 
mentary The movements and tendencies of 
society were there a dramatic; embodi¬ 

ment, permeated for Holland by the Xafe Force 
—that struggle between GookJ pnd Bad, Love 
and Hatred, which makes life worth living All 
IS set down with the clear analysis of feeling 
natural to a musical critic But in spite of his 
burning words on the destruction of Rhe?ms, 
*Rolland, as is clear from his other critical and 
biographical writings, is more interested in men 
Jhan in their achievements And the men of 
today interest him most passionately Young 
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men,” he has saidg “do not bother «bout the old* 
people Make a stepping-stone of oiif bodies 
and go forward ” 

And above alt it is the ^permaiieisot things in 
life with^^ich he is concerned As Mr Lowes 
Dickinson it, M Holland ts ote of the 
many ^^hd biUlbve, though their voice for the 
moment may be silencedj that the spir itua l 
forces that are important and ought to prevail 
are the international ones, that co operation, not 
war, & the right destiny^ of nations, and that 
all that IS valuable in each people may be main 
talned In and by friendly intercourse with the 
others The wari^efween these two ideals is 
the greater war ^at lies behind the present 
conf[ict,^|rjh[undreds and thousands of generous 
youths mve gone to battle in the belief that 
they are gouig^ Jto a ‘war that will end war,’ 
that they are iijg^hting against militarism in the 
cause of peace* Whether, indeed, it 4 s for that 
they will have risked or lost their lives, only the 
ev^nt can show” 

The forces against such ideals are powerful 
but Holland is not dismayed “ Come, friends 
let us make a stand' Can we not resist this 
contagion, whatever its nature a^d virulence 
—whether moral epidemic or cosmic force ” And 
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he appeals not only m the^ name of humanity 
but in the name of that France whidi he loves 
so dearly—"la vrate France” of which Jaur^s 
wrote, (in the untranslatable %rordSf which Rol 
land has qilOted)i " qui n’est pas 4t|j^iihi6e dans 
une ^poque et dans un jour, ni le jour d'll 
y a des slides, ni dans ie ^ joiA|t;^*hier, ^ais la 
Fr^ ce tout enti^rd, dans la succession de ses 
jours, de ses nuits, de ses aurores, de sef 
crtpuscules, de ses mont^es, de ses chutes^ et 
qui, a travers toutes ces ombres md6esf toutes 
ces lumi^res incompld:es et toutes ces vicissi** 
tudes, s’en va vers ane pleme clart^ qh’elle^*'n’a 
pas encore attemte, matd* dqot le pressentiment 
est dans sa pens^e' ” 

But though his love of France every 

woid that Rollaad has written, the #igl^ificance 
of the present vplame is not J|ps8 apparent to 
English readers. Some of the icicles and letters 
now collected have already appeared in English, 
for the most part m the pages of Fhe Cam 
bridge Magasme^ from which they have ^been 
widely quoted in the press For help in render 
mg the translations as adequate as possible I 
maj^ also take this opportunity of acknowledging 
my special indebtedness to Mr Roger Fry,* who 

I* or translating “ The Murder of the Elite ” 

11 



Introduction 


has just issued through the Omega Woikshops 
a striking translation of some of the most recent 
French poetry inspired by the war to ^Ir 
James Wood wh» has himself done part of tht 
translation* particular!) ‘ Pro Aris” md to Mi 
E K of Cams College, whosf version 

of "Aboxe'JliHa Wt!tle ’ has already been quoted 
by the Cailterbury and others 

For the articles here collected 

have not appSim||Plir %n#Hsh before, aiKl fhey 
have 15een almost inaccessible even in French 
as their author explains in his Preface 
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It is my pleasant duty to thank tHe bia\c 
friends who have defended me duripg the past 
.,i#ear, in the —at the end of Octobei 

Amed^ and Ilenn 

Guilbeaux, >syndicahste in the 

same ’fiaper, demand Depres , Geoiges Pioch 
in the Hovimes du Jour , J M Renaitour in 
the Bonnet Rouge, Rouanet, m IHnmamtc 
Jacques Mesnil, in the Mercute <ie } 7anct xnd 
Gaston the Guqic Soaale To 

these fa^tlhul oi^tT^des jfli the struggle I express 
my aflfe(%)hate gratitude 

R K 

Otfobef iyj5 


M 




A c>REAT nation assailed by war has not only its 
frontiers ft protect it must also protect its 
jjood sense It must protect ^ ft£i|n''the hallu^ 
Cl nations injustices, afid plagiw 

lets loose To each his jppHIFjIb^^mtes the 
protection of the soil df flfieir^ttv^^l Ta the 
thinkers the defence of its ^Hought If they 
subordinate that thought to th<!^passions of tbetr 
people they may well be useful instruments of 
pabsion but they are in dang^ of betraying the 
spirit, which IS not the ^ 

p xtrimony One day History wdfi iRU^tnent 
on eich of the nations at war, she wl» weigh 
their measuie of errors, ties^mna HefUbus follies 
Let us try and make ouraf jj^nt before hei • 
Children are taught tabspcl of Jesus and 
the Christian ideal Everything in the educa 
tion they receive at school 14|^ designed fo 
stimulate in them intellectual understanding of 
the gr^at human fait^dy ^!)assical education 
makes them see, beyond the differences of race, 
the roots and the comnfOn trunk of our civilisa- 
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Prefecc 

K 

tion Aft makes them love the profound sources 
of thojl^ius of a people Science makes them 
||ie unity of reason. The great social 
tnoveltfftSlMl nWiich renews ti^ world, reveals the 
0rg&a^i$4hfj|lw of the all round 

them to hinite their ^ forfcc«|.j|pgj^ hopes and 
struggles^ which hresik the of nation 

Yhe brightest ge*felts8e$ of the ch'int, like 

Walt Whitman and TolstOi, universal brother 
hood h|l||k ^|nd suffering, or el^ as our Latin 

their c^icism the prejudices 
ofhatred atid l^^foorande which separate indi 
viduals and peoples 

Like all the men of my time I have been 
brought «p on these thoughts, I have tried in 
my turn to *t4i» hread of life with my 

younger or less- fortunate brothers When the 
war came I did not think it my duty to denj 
these thouj^li' ? ^^cause the hour had come to 
put them to the test 

1 have been insulted 1 knew that I should be 
and I went forward But I did not know that 
I %hould be insulted without e\en a hearing 

For several months no one in France could 
know my writiitg^ except through scraps of 
phrases mbitrarily extracted and mutilated by 
my mismtes It ffi tf^S4ihameful record hdl 
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•Aearl> a year this tms gone Certi 
or syndicalist pupet^ have si 

and there in 

but it was only iir ndontt^ 

- 4 .^ . j ..u _ 




that 
te Ivhich 


for the first 
i\as the 

'Vbovc the Bftttfe” datal^g ^ rom September 
1014 could be published fin full (almost m full), 
thanks to the n\alevolent zeal of a 
phlcteer, to whom| a%indeliS^ 
wOlds before the French publi|^!^i^'imb iiri^t 

\ Frenchman does not hts adversaria 

unheard Whoever does so judges and condemns 
himself for he sh0^ that he fears tllf^ light 
I place before the woHd *‘€hey have 

slandered^ I shall not Let them 

defend themselve* 1 '*1 


One ulk le only,The Idols,"* tnay, I think have been 
piibli<;hcd in its entirety m La Batoilh syndtmJ^UHa 

I lei\e my articles in Jheir d^ronological order 1 have 
li^nt,ed nothing in them *lhe readei will notice, in the 
Uess of events, certain corttradictions and hasty judgments 
In h I would modify tonday In general the sentf 
nenls expressed have arisen out of indignation and pitj 
In proportion as the immensity of therp||i extends one feels 
the pover^ of protest, before an‘liarthquake **There 

1 vnoie than one Vrar," wrote tbifliged Rodin to jIb on the 
I ^ of Octobei 1914 «»Whawlilp^lni'ag is ttfee a^pttiish 
inent which fails on world” 
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One single word will I add For a jear 1 ha\e 
been rich in enemies Let me say this to them 
they can hate me, but they will not teach m< 
to hft||^ 1 h£(Ve no concern with them M> 
businjw*ft* to say what f* believe to be fair and 
hunnane^ Whether this pleases or irritates is 
40t my business ^^j^ow that words onct 
uttered make their w^ ^ therasehes Hope 
fully 1 sow them in the bloody soil The haivest 
will come ^ 

ROMAlN ROLI \^D 

htembe* 19151 



I 

\N OIIN LETTFR HAUPTMAN*^ 

^ /it) AVi^Ust 2 ^ IQlJi 

i \\i not, Gerhart Hauptmann, on^ of those 
I lenchmen who regard Germany as i iafion of 
baibanans I know the ]nt< 4 ;|tQ|uaI and 
greatness of jour mighty race I know all that 
I o»vc to the thinkers of old Qu’MV^ny ^s|pd even 
now it this hour, 1 recall the 4 the 

words of /?/// Goethe—for he bei<!>nR^ *•€» the 
whole of humanity—repudiating all national 
hatreds and pieserving the calm ^ his soul 
on those heights where We /nl the happiness and 
the nmjoi iunes of other peoples as our ocon I 
myself have laboured all my iile to bring together 
the minds of our two nations, and thi atrocitiet 
of this impious war in which, to the ruin of 

A telegram fiom BetlinfWolfPs A^,ency) ’-eproduced by 
the Gazette delaumnne August 2% J')i4, h is justannounced 
thit the old town of Louvam^ nch m wutks of art exists 
utT more to (Hy 
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Eurtf^an civilisation tl ey are. in\oKed, will iicvei 
lead m^o soil m) spirit with hatiod 

Whatever pain, then, your Cxermany m ly gi\L 
me, whatever reasons I may have to sti.^mali « 
as criminal Geimin policy and the me'iii'i il 
employs, I do not attach responsibility foi it to 
the people whichburdened with it ii d is iistd 
as its blind instrument u IS njt that I repaid 
as you do, war as a fatality \ I icnchmin doc 
not believe in fat lily 1 atility is the excuse ol 
souls without a will War spiings from the 
weakness and stupidity of nations One c innot 
feel resentment ^gainst them for it one c in only 
pity them I ido not reproach you with our 
miseries^ for Will be no less If I lancc 

is runted Ge^-many will be ruined too I did not 
even raise m ^ Voice when I saw your irmitb 
violating the neutiality of noble Belgium Ihis 
flagrant Dreach of honour, wh^ch incuis the con 
tempt of every upright consctence, is quite in the 
political tradition of your Prussian kings , it did 
giot sLii prise me 

But when I see the fury with which you aic 
treating that magnanimous nation whose only 
crime has been to defend its independence and 
the cause of justice tab the las as you Germ u s 
yourselves did in 1813 that is too much* 
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Letter to Gerhart Haup||mnn 

The world is re\oUed by it ese 

icjc-iics for iis hrenchmen, >our true Enemies> 
lint towicak them 'igainst your victim'? against 
this small ifnhappy, innocent Belgian people 
how shameful is this * 


^nd not content to fling yourselves on living 
l>cl^iiim you wage war on IfSr dead on the 
^lorus of p^ist ages ^oii bombard Malines you 
bum Rubens, and Louvain is now no more than 
a he ip t:>f ishcs—Loin am with its treasures of 
irt ind of science, the sicied tOwn"^ What are 
you then Hauptmann, and by^ what name do 

you \v int ns to call you noWj, "^wce vou repudi 

<#■ 

itc th( title of baibirians? Aii^you the grand- 
sfuib of Goethe oi ^of Attila^ Ate m-arkmg 
w ai on enemies or o i the human spiri^^ Xdl 
men if you hi e but re^spdet mastcrpiec^sJ They 
aie the pitiimony'’ of th6 human \ ou, hi e 

ill the re t of us iie lt< depositoi s , in pii1*iging 

IP* 

It IS you do \ ou show y»’oursclves’ unworthy of 
oil s^tcat heritage unworthy take your place 
in th it little 1 Ml 'pc an irmy ivhich is ei\ilisation ^ 
gu lid of honour 

It IS not to the Opinion of the lest of the world 
that I icfbress myself in challenging you, Haupt 
i^ann In the name of^our Europe, of which 
you ha\e hitherto been One of the most I’lustiiou 
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champion^ m the name of that civihsaiion for 
which the greatest of men ha\e striven all clown 
the ages, m the name of the very honour of >our 
GermcjMjjl^fct^ JBferhart Hauptmann I abjure 
you, I you and the intellectuals 

friends, energy against 

this crime which is^ recoil^ ou 

If you fail to do this, you will prove one 
of fwo things either that jou approve what 
has been aone—and in that case may the opinion 
of mankind you—or else that you are 

ppwerl^|Bii 3 i^£b IMtjiW a protest against the Huns 
wher y^u. If this be so bv wliit title 

can you I! claim as you have claimed, that you 
fight for the cause qf liberty and human pro 
gress ^ Vou are giving the world a proof that, 
incapable oi defending the liberty of the world, 
you are even incapable of defending your own 
and that the best of Germany is helpless 
beneath a vile despotism which mut lates master- 
j)ieces and murders the spirit of man 

I am expecting an answer from you, Haupt 
mann, an answer that may be an act The 
opinion of Europe await^ it as I do Think about 
it at such a time silenbd itself is an act 


Journal de GenLoe^ Wednesday September 2, 1914 
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'^eptSfnber 1914 

^ 'VipiF^ 

Among tfie many crimes of this infamous war 
which are all odious to us, \vh>^have ^^e chosen 
for protest the crimes against tiniigs ani* not 

and not of 

Many arer surprised 

proached us for i%J^s if we^nliiire jSp^^as much 
}jity as they for the bodies at® hearts of the 
thousands of victims i\ho arc crucified* Yet 
over the armies which fall, there fli^ ^h^ vision of 
their love, and of la Patrie^ to" which they 
sacrifice themselves—over these lives which are 
passing away passes the holy Ark of the art 
and thought of centuries, borne on their shouIdeas 
The bearers can change May the Ark be saved ' 
To the elite of the world falls the task of 
guardiifg it And since the common treasure ts 
threatened, rtiay they Afe to protect 

Writien after t^ie bombardment of Rheims Cathedral 
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I am glad to think that in the Latin countries 
this duty has always been regarded as 

paramounti Our France which bleeds with so 
many other woirnds, has suffeied nothing more 
cruel than tjiie attack against hei Parthenon the 
Cathedral of* Rheims, “ Our Lady of France 
Letters whil^ I have leceived from sorely tried 
families, and from soldiers who for twd tnonths 
have borne every hardship, show me (and I am 
proud of It for them and for my people) that 
there* was no burden heavier for them to bear 
It IS because we put spirit above flesh Very 
different is the case of the Geiman intellectuals, 
who, to my reproaches for the sacrilegious acts 
of their devastating armies, have all replied with 
one voice, “ Perish every c/nf d a uvre rathei than 
one German soldier ’ ’ 

A piece of architecture lik^ Rheims is much 
more than one life it is a people —whose centuries 
vibrate like a symphony in this organ of stone 
It is their memories of joy, of glory, and of grief 
the r meditations ironies dreams It is the tree 
of the race whose roots plunge to the profoundest 
depths of its soil, and whose branches stretch with 
a sublime clan towards the sky It is stilt more 
Its beauty which soars above ^ e struggles of 
nations is the harmonious response made by the 
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human race to the riddle of the world—^this light 
of the spirit more necessary to souls?-lihaTr that 
?»f the sun 

VVhocvt r destroys this work, murders more than 
a man , he muiders the purest ‘50i|i of a race 
Ills crime is inexpiable, and Dante 'ilould have it 
punished with an eternal agony/etferflgUy renewed 
We whp repudiate the viadictive^pifit of so ciucl 
a genius, do not hold a people responsible for the 
crimes of a few The drama which unfolds itself 
before our eyes and whose almost eertatn cSnoiu 
7ne7it will be the crushing of the German liege 
nom> IS enoui^h foi us 

What brings it home to us most ticarly is that 
not one oj those who constitute the moral and 
intellectual dite of Gcrman>—that hundied noble 
spirits and those thousands of brave hearts of 
which no great nation was ever destitute—not one 
really suspects the ciimes of his Government, the 
atrocities committed m Flanders, in the north 
and in the east of h ranee during the two or thue 
first weel s of the wai ^ or (one cam safely wagar) 
the voluntiry devastations of the towns of Belgium 
and the lum of Rheinis If they came to look 
at the fealit) I know that many of them would 
weep with grief and shame and of all the short- 

mV 

comings of Prussian Imperialism, the worst and 
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the vilest is to have concealed its crimes from 
Its people For by depriving them of the means 
of protesting against those crimes it has involved 
them fctf ever iif the responsibility , it has abused 
their magnificent devotion The intellectuals 
however, are also guilty For if one admits 
that the brave men, who in every country tamely 
feed upon the news which their papers and 
their leaders giv^e them for nourishment, allow 
themselves to be duped, one cannot paidon those 
who'le duty it Is to seek tiuth in the midst of 
error, and to know the value of interested 
witnesses and paswonate hallucinations Before 
bursting irito the midst of this furious debate 
upon which was staked the destruction of nations 
and of the treasures of the spirit, then fiist duty 
(a duty of loyalty^ as much as of common sense) 
should have been to consider irhe problems from 
both sides By blind loyalty aid culpable trust¬ 
fulness they have rushed head foremost into the 
net which their Imperialism had sp ead Ihey 
believed that their first duty was with their eyes 
closed, to defend the honour of their State agiinst 
all accusation They did not see that the noblest 
means of defending it was to disavow it!fe faults 
and to cleanse their country of tliem 

I have awaited this virile disavowal from the 
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proudest spirits of Germany a disavowal which 
would have been ennobling instead of humiliating 
The letter which I wiote to one of them, the day 
after the brutal voice of WolfTs Agefj^y pompously 
proclaimed that there remained of Louvain no 
more than a heap of ashes, was received by the 
entire ^lite of Germany in a spirit of enmity 
They did not understand that I offered them the 
chance of releasing Germany from the fetters of 
those crimes which its Empire was forging in its 
name What did I ask of them? What'*did I 
ask of you all, finer spirits of Germany?—to 
express at least a courageous: rfegrpt for the ex 
cesses committed, and to dare to remmd unbridled 
power that even the Fatherland cannot sa\e itself 
through crime and that above its rights are those 
of th( human spirit I only asked for one voice— 
a stnq-le free v6tce None spoke I heard 
only the clamour of herds the pack of intellectuals 
giving tongue on the track whereon the hunter 
loosed them, and that insolent Manifesto, in which 
without the slightest effort to justify its crimes 
you have unanimously declared that they do not 
exist And your theologians, your pastors your 
court |5reachers, have stated further that you are 
very just and that you thank God for having made 
you thus Race of Pharisees, what chastise 
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rttlrit from on hie^h ^haU scourge >our sacrilegious 
pndt ’ Do } ou not suspect the evil which 
>ou have done to your own people’ The mega 
lomania t meoiKc to the world of ai Os^vald 
or an H S Chamberlain ^ thfe crimniil detcimina 
tion of nmel) three intellectuals not to wish to 
see the tiulh, will hi\e cost Germany mort 

than ten defeats t 

* ^ 

When I \\iote this I had not >el seen the tnonstrous 
article by Ihoma Minn the JVeru kunds hm of 
NoveiSbei 1914 wheic m a lit offui> and in(tiiv-d piide lie 
suvagely rluincd foi Gesanm) as i title to glois all the 
crimes of which her e^versAries accuse her Heduecl to 
write that the piesent w 11 was 1 w 11 of ( eiinin Kultui 
“ igamst C ivilibdtioii, pror laminin, that ( cun in thou lit 
had no other ideil thin militarism ind ’llsriibts on his 
banner tlie follow lines the ipolo,,) of force ppprcssim, 
w eakness ^ 

Denfi der ifemi// verhnmn rtim Fnt- iui 
l\nh ist das Orob da, AJn/s 
Das ijt\ci i / der I feund dts 
tAjiU M iiu> ehin tnaih n 
^ m d i IVt// ‘lirffaihcH 
Aber dt> Kric,^ h si di Kt ifl ersth ticn ' 

(Man dcieriotat 1 in pen t J He test is tin tomb of t our a t 
La o IS the Jtieiid f the ueaty it aims at itmliin^ alt 
it would teduu the wot id to a Uitl H ir brinies out 
strength ) * 

Fven so a bull in the arena, inid with ra^e, rufehes with^ 
lowered head on the matadoi s sword, and impales himself 
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How clumsy you are ^ I beljevc that of all your 
faults muladres^e fs the worst You have not 
said one woid since the beginning of this war 
which has not been more fat^ for you than 
all the speeches of your adversaries It is you 
who hd\c light hearte(Jly furnished the proof or 
the argument of the worst accusations that have 
been brought against >ou, jii5t is >oui official 
agencies, under the stupid illusion of terrorising 
us, have been the first to launch emphatic recitals 
of your most sinister dcvas'^itjons It isfyou, 
who when the most impaitial of your adversaries 
were obliged, in fairness to limit the responsibility 
of these acts to a few of your leaders and armies, 
have angrily claimed >oui shaic It is you who 
the da> after the destruction of Rhcims, which, in 
your inmost hearts, si ould hav€ dismayed the best 
amongst you, have boasted of it in imbecile pride* 
instead of trying to clear yourselves * It is you 
wretched creatures, you representatives of the 
spirit, who have not ceased to extol force and to 

As one of these ‘pedantb of baibansm (sd Miguel ^e 
Un'inumo rightly describes them) writes, ‘ one has the right 
to destroy, if one has the force to create (Wer stark ist zu 
schafTen ^der d irf auch zerstoren) — 1 nedr Gundolf Tal 
und Wort tm Krte^ published FritiKfurter Zeiiung^ 
October nth Cf the article of the aged Hans Thoma, in 
the Leipsi^a lUudnerte /ettun^ of Octobei ist 
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despise the weak, as if you did not know that 
the wheel of fortune turns, tfiat tins force one 
day will weigH dfresh upon yoif,*^ a$ in past ages, 
when your grj&lf men, at least, retained the con 
solationW pot having yielded to itlRe sovereignty 
of the spirit and the sacred rights of Right 1 
What reproaches^what remorse are you heaping 
up for the future, O blind guides—you whd are 
leading into the ditch your nation, which follows 
you like the stumbling blind men of Brueghel ^ 

What pool arguments you have opposed to 

us for two months 1 

% 

1 IVar ts waVy -say you, that is to say without 
common measure with the rest of thirfgs, above 
morals hnd reason and all the limits of ordinary 
life, a kind of supernatural state before which 
one can only bow without discussion , 

2 Germany ts Germany^ that is to say with 
out common measure with thC rest of nations 
The laws which apply to others do not apply 
to her, and the rights vvluch she arrogates to 
hprself to violate Right ^iippertain to her alone 
Thus she can, without crime, tear up written 
promises, betray sworn oaths, violate the 
neutrality of peoples which shC has pledged her¬ 
self to defend But she claims in return the 
right to find, in the nations which she outrages, v 
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‘^chivalrous adversaries,” and that they should 
not be so, that tliey should dar^ to defend them 
selves by all the means and the arii^s that remain 
to them, she prdclaims a crime • ^ £ 

One recogUfses there indeed the interested 
teaching of your Prussian mastels < Great minds 
of Germany, I do iidt' doubt your sinc^^ty,^ 
but you are no longer capable of seeing the 
truth Prussian Imperialism has crushed down 
over yopr eyes and conscience its ^iked 
helmet f ^ 

'^Necessity knows no law^' Here ^s the 
eleventh conunandment, the message that 5^ 
bring to the universe to-day, sons of Kanti 
We have heard it more than once in history it 
IS the famous doctrine of Public Safety^ mother 
of heroisms and cni7>es Every nation has re 
course to it in the hour of danger, but the 
greatest are those who defend against it their 
immortal aoul Fifteen years have passed since 
the famous trial which saw a single innocent 
man opposed’•to-the fpree of the Stite , Fifteen 
years have passed since we Fiench affronted 
and shattered the idol of public safety, when it 
threatcn|d, as our P^guy says, “the eternal 
safety of Fraopes,.” , ^ 

^ Listen to him, whom> you have killed, listen 
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to a hero of the French conscience, writers 
who have the keeping of^j^^the conscience of 

Germ^V . ' ^ » 

“ 00, enmm ^ ipeote Onj^es 

PigOfi^ spokt the diktat, 

of the t^p^al safety ttmpeople an4 tke face 
But 'Uft, by ■% profound Christian by 

a reaoluftOHarj effo^ti at unity -tmth t^^r^Sji^Uonnl 
Christianity^ tnffied at no less ditatnln^%^thc 

he% htt of sacfifii c, m our antidefy for like etei ml 
salv0twn of this ^people W§ did mi wish to 
place Prance in the position of hcr^ng '^mmiited 
the unpai doitabh stn 

You do not tioublc )ouiselves ^l>oiit that, 
thinkers of Cernini} You bravcl)^ give >our 
blood to save tiie mortal life but do not bother 
about the life etcrilal It »s a terrible moment, 
I grant Yoiii fatherland a^' ours struggles for 
Its life, and I understand and «,dmirc the ecstasy 
of sacrifice which irapeK your youth, as ours, 
to make of its body a raixipait against death 
‘ To be or not to be, * do you say i No, that 
IS not enough To be the great Germany, to 
be the great France, worthy of their past, and 
respecting one another even while that 

IS what I wish I should blu'^h for ’^tory if 
m> France bought it at the price for w|^h yoi^, 
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Will pay far your tewipiffary suecess Evem^while 
the battles are being fought upon the plains 
of Belgium and upwmglt the chalk)^ slnpta of 
Chaflipagne, aiuHM ^ HP«#the 

field of the and IrflefI below aeeans 

defeat above* The CQilNuaest of BelgiuiM^ Millnes, 
LouvaigS^nd tOieims^ the carillons of Flanders^ 
will souiijl^ek sadder knell in your history than 
the bdils l&niO md the eonquer^ Belgians 
have robbed you ol your glory You know t 
You are enragled becmuse you know it WhatJs 
the good of 'vainly trying to deceive yourselves? 
Truth will he clear to you in the end You 
have done ydur best to silence her—^one day she 
will speak, she will speak by the mOuth of one 
of your own In whom will be awakened the 
conscience of your rac^ Oh* that he may 

soon appear and that we may hear his voice 
—^the pure and noble voice of the redeemer who 
shall set you free! He who has lived in the 
intimacy of your old Germany, who has clasped 
her hand in the twi^ted*'^ streets of her heroic 
and sordid past, who ha^ caught the breath of 
her centuries of trials and shames, remembers 
and {bir he knows that even if she has 

never prowed strong enough to bear victory 
without Hioeringii It IS in her hoqrs of trouble 
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that reforms herself, and her greatest genmses 
are $ 15 ns of soriow 

Septtmber 1914 

^ t 

Since these lines were written 1 ha\e watched 
the birth of the anxiety which little by little is 
making its way into the con5a6nce;s of th^ good 
people of German) Fast a secret doubt, kept 
under by 1 slubboin efiroi;t tQ bel^ye the bad 
arguments collected by their Government to 
expose It—documents fabricated to prove that 
Belgium had renounced her neutrality herself, 
allegations (in \ain repudiated four times 
^ the Fretlcli Government, by the Commander 
in the Cardinal and ^le Archbishop, 

and by the Mayor of Rheims)—^ccu^ing the 
French of using the Cathedral of Rheims for 
military purposes Lackuig aigmpents, their 
system of defence is at times disconcerting in 
Its naivete 

“Is It possible, they say, “that we should 
be acQused of wishing to destroy artistic monu 
ments, ^\e, the people above all others who 
veneiate art, in whom is instilled tins respect 
from infancy, who have the greates^^^number of 
text books and historical coPections of art ^nd 
the longest list of lectures on aesthetics ? Ig it 
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possible to accuse of the most barbarous 

the most humane, the most affectionate, and the 

most homely of peoples?” 

The idea never strikes them tha^ Geri^any is 
not constituted by a single race of men, and that 
besides the obedient masses \vho are born to 
obey, to respect the law—all the laws—there is 
the race Which commands, which believes itself 
above all laws, and which makes and umnakes 
them in the name df force and necessit) {Not ) 
U is fhis evil nlarriage of idealism and German 
force which leads to these disasters The ideal¬ 
ism proves to be a woman , a woman captfip*^ 
who like sfo many worthy German hrorshipi 

her lord Ijnd master, and refuses eve'n ^ iSifeik 
that he could e\er be wrong 

It is, howcvbr, neces ar> for the silvation of 
Germany^ that she should one day countenance 
the thought of dnorce, or that the wife should 
have the courage to make her voice heard In the 
household I know already several who are 
beginning to champion the rights of the spirit 
against force Many a Geiman voice has reached 
us lately m letters protesting against war and 
deplortng with us the injustices which we deplore 
I will not give then names xri order not to com 
piomise them very long ago I told the 
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“Fair which obstructed Pans that it was not 
France I say to day to the German Tair,^ ‘You 
are not the true Germany ’ There exists another 
Germany jusl^r and more humane, whose ambition 
is not to dominate the world by force and guile, 
but to absorb in peace everything great in the 
thought of other races, and in return to reflect the 
harmony With that Germany there is no dispute , 
we are not her enemies, we are the enemies of those 
wjio have almost succeeded in making the world 
forget that she still lives 

October 1914 

Edition des Caktet ^ Vaudots io« cahier, 1914 (Lausanne, 
C Tarm) 


Jean Chrisiophe pirt v La Foire sur la I lace” In 
vol 111 of the English version — Trans 
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ABOVE THE BATTLE 

O YOUNG men that shed your blood with so 
generous a joy for the starving earth * O heroism 
of the world • What a harvest for destruction 
to reap under this splendid summer sun * Young 
men of nations, brought into conflict by a 
common ideal making enemies of those ^who 
should be brothers, all of you, marclung to youi 
death, are dear to me * Slavs, hastening to the 
aid of your race Englishmen fighting for ^honour 
and right, intrepid Belgians who dared to oppose 
the Teutonic colossus, and defend against him 
the Thermopylae of the West, Germans fighting 
to defend the philosophy and the birthplace of 
Kant against the Cossack avalanche, and you, 
above all, my young compatriots, in whom the 
generation of heroes of the Revolution lives 
again, you, who for years have confided your 

At the very hour I wrote these lines, Charles Peguy 
died 


37 



Above the Battle 


dreaths to me, and now, on the verge of battle, 
bid me a sublime farewell 

Those yeais of scepticism and gay frivolity in 
which wc itT France giev\ up are avenged in you , 
your faith, whic;h is ours, you protect from their 
poisonous influence, and with you that faith 
triumphs on the battlefield “ A war of revenge ” 
is the cry Yea^ revenge indeed, but in no 
spirit of Chauvinism revenge of faith 

against all the egotisms of the senses and of the 
spirit—the surrender of self to eternal ideas 
One of the mo^'t powerful of the >oiing French 
novelists—Corporal X—wiites to me — 

‘What are our lives our books cornpired with the 
magnitude of the aim ? 1 he wai of the Revolution against 

feudalism is beginning anew The armies of the Kepublic 
will secure the timmph of democracy in Euiope and com 
plete the work of the Convemion We are fighting for 
more than our hearths and homes for the 'iwakemn^ of 
liberty’ Another of these young people of noble spirit 
ind puie heart who will be, if he lues the first art cntic of 
our time—Lieuten mt X — 

“ My friend, could you see oui Aimy as I do, you would 
be thrilled with admiration foi our people, for this noble 
riLC An enthusiasm, file an outburst of Marseillaise, 
till ills them, heroic, eirnest, and even religious I have 
seen the three divisions of my army corps set*Dut, the men 
of actn e service first young men twenty marching with 
film and rapid steps, without a ciy, without a gesture like 
the ephebi of old calmly going to sacrifice After them 
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rome the resen e men of twent) fi^c to thirty years, mofe 
stalwart and mote determined who will leintbrct the 
joungei men and make them irres>iStT^)le Vte* the old 
men of forty, the fathers of iamihes, are the base of the 
choir and we too, I assure you, sets QUt confidently 
resolute and unw'i\enng I hive no wish to die but I can 
die now without iegret for I have litedtfiVough a fortnight, 
Avhich would be cheap at the price of death a fortnight 
which 1 l^d not dared to ask of fste Histoiy will tell 
of us, fcH we arp opening i new ti i in the woild yje are 
dispelling the nightm ire of the m iteriahsm Of a mailed 
Geimanv arid of armed peace It will fade hie a phan 
tom before us ; the world seems to brefiKths^i^giin Ke 
assure your Vjennese friend hiance is not about to Jie 
It 1 her icsurrection which we see 1 or thioughout hi tory 
—llouvines the Crusides Cithedrils the Revolutiori*—we 
rcnidiii the same the knights etriiit of the world the 
p il idins of God I have lived long enough tt> see rt ful 
filled and Ve who prophesied it twenty ago to 

unbelieving ears may rejoice to diy ’ 

O my" friends may nothing mar your joy • 
Whatever fate has in store, you have risen to 
the pinnicle of earthly hie and borne your 
country with you And you will be victorious 
Your self sacrifice, your courage, your whole¬ 
hearted faith m your sacred cause, and the un¬ 
shaken certainty that, in defending your invaded 

Allude® to a Viennese writer who had told me, a few 
weeks befoie the declaration of liir that a disaster for 
France would bo a disaster for the liberal thinkers of 
Germany too 
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country, you are defending the liberty of the 
world—all this assures me of your victory, young 
armies of the Marne and Meuse, whose names 
are graven henceforth in history by the side of 
your elders of the Great Republic Yet even 
had misfortune decreed that you should be van 
quished, and with you France itself, no people 
tCould have aspired to a m6re noble death It 
would have crowned the life pf that great people 
of the Crusades—it would have been their supreme 
victory Conquerors or conquered, living or dead, 
rejoice' As one of you said to me, embracing 
me on the tc^rnble threshold “A splendid thing 
It IS to hghj^yirith clean hands and a pure heart, 
and to dispense divine justice with one’s life ” 

You are doing your duty, but have others done 
theirs? Let ua be bold and proclaim the truth 
to the elders of these young men, to their moral 
guides, to their religious and secular leaders, to 
the Churches, the great thinkers, the leaders of 
socialism, these living riches, these treasures of 
heroism you held in your hands, for what are 
you squandering them? What ideal have you 
held up to the devotion of these youths so eager 
to sacrifice themselves ? Their mutual slaughter ' 
A European war I A sacnlegi >ns conflict which 
shows a maddened Europe ascending its funeral 
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pyre, and, lilce Hercules, destroying itself with 
its own hands I 

And thus the ihree greatest nations of the West 
the guardians of ^civilisation, ritfh headlong to 
their ruin, calling in to their aid Cossacks, Turks, 
Japanese, Cingalese, Soudanese, Senegalese, 
Moroccans, Egyptians, Sikhs and Sepoys—bar 
banans from the poles and thbse from the equat6r, 
souls and bodies all colours < It is as if the 
four quarters of the Roman Empisa at the time 
of the Tetfarchy had called upon thei» barb^ians 
of the whole Universe to devour each other 

Is our civilisation so solid that yom do not fear 
to shake the pilUrs on which it lests^ Cart you 
not see that all falls in upon you if one cohiinn 
be shattered? Could you not have Itarned if 
not to love one another, at idast to foief’ate the 
great virtues and the great vices of the other? 
Was it nofyour duty to attempt—you have never 
attempted it m sincerity-—to settle amicahly the 
questioils which divided you—the problem of 
people^f anhe>ted against their the equitable 
diVisibfi of productive labour and the riches of the 
world? Must the stronger for ever darken the 
others with the shadow of his pride, and the 
others for ever unite to dissipate it ? Is there no 

** See note*, p 193 
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end to this bloody and puerile sport in which 
the partners change about from century to 
century—no end until the whole of hurrranit> is 
exhausted thereb> ? 

The rulers who are the criminal authors of these 
wars dare not accept the responsibility for them 
Each one by underhand means seeks to lay the 
blame at the door of his adversary The peoples 
who obey them submissively resign themselves 
with the thought that a power higher than man 
kind*has ordered it thus Again the venerable 
refrain is heard ‘ The fatality of war is stronger 
than our wills The old lefrain of the herd that 
makes a god of its feebleness and bows down 
before him, Man has invented fate, that he may 
make it responsible for the disorders of the 
universe, those disorders which it was his duty 
to regulate Thei'e is no fatality • The only 
fatality I** what we desire, and nore often too 
what we do not desire enough Let each now 
repeat his vua culpa The leaders of thought, 
the Church the Labour Parties did not desire 
war That may be Whit then did they 
do to prevent it? What are they doing to put 
an end to it? They are stunng up the bonfire, 
each one bunging his faggot 

The most striking feature in this monstrous 
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epic, the fact withojt precedent, is the unani¬ 
mity for wai in each of the nations engaged 
An epidemic of homicidal fury^ \vhich started 
in Tokio ten years ago, has spread like a wave 
and overflowed the whole world None has 
resisted it, no high thought has succeeded m 
keeping out of the reach of this scourge 
A sort of demoniacal irony ^jroods over Jhis 
conflict of the nations, from whichj wharever 
its result, only a mutilated Europe can emerge 
For it IS not racial passion alone which i?^hurl 
ing millions of men blindly one against another, 
so that not even n-cutial countries remain free 
of the dangerous thrill, but all the forces of 
the spirit, of reason, of faith, of poetry, and of 
science, all have placed themselves at the disposal 
of the armies in eveiy state There is not one 
amongst the leaders of thought in each country 
who does not pioclaim with conviction that the 
cause of his people is the cause of God the cause 
of libeity and of human progress And I, too, 
proclaim it 

Strange Combats are being waged between 
metaphysicians, poets, historians—Eucken against 
Bergson , Hauptmann against Maeterlinck, Rol 
hnd against Hauptmann , Wells against Bernard 
Shaw Kiphng and D’Annunzio, Dehmel and de 
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R^gnrer smg war hymns Harris and Maeterlinck 
chant paeans of hatred Between a fugue of Bach 
and the organ which thunders Deutschland uher 
AlleSy Wundt, th« aged philosopher of eighty two 
Calls, with his quavering voice, the students of 
Leipzig to the holy war And each nation hurls 
at the other the name “ Barbarians ’ 

The academy of moral science, in the person 
of its president Bergson, declares the struggle 
undertaken against Germany to be “ the sh uggle 
of c^thsation itself against barbarism German 
history replies with the voice of Karl Lamprecht 
that IS A wai between Germanism and 

harbattsm^ and the present conflict is the logical 
successor of those against the Huns and Turks in 
which Germany has bun engaged thfoughout the 
ages' Saence, following history into the lists, 
proclaims through E Perrier, director of the 
Museum, member of the Academv of Sciences, 
that the Prussians do not belong to the Aryan 
race, but are descended in direct line from the 
men of the Stone \ge called Allophyles and 
adds, ^*the modern ^kull resembling by its base, 
the best index of the strent^th of the appetites, the 
skull of the fossilised man in the Chapelle atm 
Saints most nearly, is none other than that of 
Prince Bismarck ' ” 
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But the two moral forces whose ^weakness this 
contagious war shows up most clearly are Chris¬ 
tianity and Socialism These rival apostles of 
religious and secular internationalism have sud 
denly developed into tlie most ardent of 
nationalists Herv<I is eager to die for the 
standard of Austerht? The German socialists, 

i 

pure trustees of the puie doctrine, support the 
bills of credit for the war in the Reichstag 
They place themselves at the disposal of the 
Frufisidn minister, who uses their journals to 
spread abroad his lies, even into the barracks, 
and sends them as secret agents to attempt to 
pervert Italy It was believed for the honour of 
their cause for a moment that two or three of 
them had been shot rather thau take arms against 
their brothers Indit^nant, they protest ^^they are 
all marching under arms * Liebknecht, forsooth, 
did not die for the cause of socialism, ^ but 
Frank, the principal champion of the Franco 
German union, fell under hrench fire, fighting in 
the cause of militarism 1 hese men have courage 
to die for the faith of others, they have no 
courage to die for their own 

' Liebknecht has since gloiiously cleared his hondtir ol 
the compromises of his pirty I here e’^press my admira 
tion of his attimdt (R R, January 191S ) 
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As foi* the representahves of the Prince of 
Peace—priests, pastors, bishops—they go into 
battle in fhfeir thousands, to carry out, musket 
in hand, the Divine comman?is Fhou shali not 
kiil^ and Lo e one another Each bulletin of 
victory, whether it be German, Austrian, or 
Russian, gives thanks to the great captain God 
— uui^cr altet Gott notice T>icu —as Willnm II 
or M Arthm Me>cr sa)s For each has his 
own God and each God whether old or >oung 
ha-i l^is Levites to defend him and dfestioy the 
God of the others 

Twenty thousand I icneh piiests aie marching 
with the colours Jesuits offer then services to 
the German aimies, caidmals issue warlike man 
dates and the Seib bishops of IIungar> incite 
their faithful flocks to fight against their biothers 
in Greater Scibia The newspapers report, with 
no expressions of astonishment the paradoxical 
scene at the laihva^ station at Pisa, where the 
Italian socialists cheeied the >oung ordinands 
who were icjoining their regiments, all singing 
the Maiseiliaise togethei So stiong the c) clone 
that jjweeps them all before it^so feM)le the 
iTicn Hi encounters op its career - and I am 
amongstr*th©m 

Come, friends * Let us make a -vtand ’ Can 
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we not resist this contagion, whatever its nature 
and virulence be—whether mpral epidemic or 
cosmic force? Do we not light agamst the 
plague, and strive even to repair the disaster 
caused by an earthquake? Or^must we bow 
ourselves before it, agreeing with l-uzratti in his 
famous article^ that “/w the unipet^sal disaster 
the natiom triuviph*^^ Shall we say with him 
that it IS good and reasonable that “the 
demon of international war, which mows down 


thousands of beings should be let loose,'so^at 
the great and simple truth, “ Io\e of our country,” 
be understood? It would seem, then, that tove 
of our country can flourish only through the 
hatred of other countries and the massacre pf 
those who saefifice themselves In the defence of 
them There is m this theory a ferocious 
absurdity, a neronian dilettantism which ^repels 
me to the very deptThs df m> being No 1 Love 
of my country does not demand that I shall hate 
and slay those noble and faithful souls who also 
love theirs, but rather that I should honour th^iji 


and seek to unite W4th them foi our commpn good* 
You Christian! Jivdl say—arid in this yaw^pek 
consolation for having betra>ed your 

Recently pubhhhed m the Comere della Sera and trans 
latcd de Cisitvey Seplembci 1914 
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orders—that war exal^ the virtue of sacnHce 
And it IS true that war has the privilege 
of bringing out the genius of the race in 
the most conynonplace of hearts It purges 
away, in its bath of blood, all dross and im¬ 
purity, It ^tempers the metal of the soul, of a 
niggardly |pasant, of a timorous citizen it can 
make a hero of Valmy* But is there no better 
employment for the devotion of one people than 
the devastation of another ? Can we not sacrifice 
ouflelves without sacrificing our neighbours 
alsc ? 1 know well, poor souls, that many of 

you are more willin«>' to offer your blood than 
to spill that of others But what a funda^ 
mental weakness * Confess, then, that you who are 
undismayed ^ bullets and shrapfiel yet tremble, 
before the dictates of racial frenzy—that ^oloch 
that stands higher than the Church of Chnst-r-the 
jealous pride of race You Christians of to-day 
would not have refused to sacrifice to the gods of 
Imperial Rome, you are not capable of such 
courage' Your Pope Pius X died of grief to 
see the^outbreak of this war—> it is said And 
Dt without reason The Jupiter of the Vatican 
who hurled thunderbolts upon those inoffensive, 
priests '’^ho believed m the nobl chimejra 
modeniism—what 4id he do against Ikiso jsrtpces 
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and those criminal ruleh whose measureless 
ambfdmi has given the wotM ovtir to misery 
and death? May God inspire the new Pontiff 
who has just ascended the throna Of St Peter 
with words and deeds which c|^anse the 
Chursh/rom the stain of this siledC^'yi^ 

AptvICHr you soelalists who on both claim 
tif be Hefending liberty against ^anny—French 
lib#%ihgfldnft the Kaiser, German liberty against 
the Tsar, is it a question of defending one despot 
ism against another? Unite and attack both'^ 
There was no reason for war between the 
Western nations, Prench, English, and German 
we tnfe all brothers and do not hate one another 
wair-preaehmg press is envenomed l:^ a 
mifiontyl d^ltimtHdty vitally intere4lfti in main- 
tamteg these hatreds, but our peoples, I know, 

1|M 

ask 4fer peafCe and liberty and that alone The 
real titgedy, to one situated in the midst ol 
the conflict and able to look down from the 
hifb plateaus of bwit^eriaod into all the hostile 
camps, is the patentf fact that actually each of 
^ the nations is biing menaced m its dearest 
possessions^in its honour, (ts independence^ Its 
» Whd hat bmught these plagues upon them ? 
bt#Ught them t6 desperate alternative ol over*- 
wheUflUl^'llleir ativet arj^ off dymg ? Npne other 
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than their governments, and above all in my 
opinion, the three great culprits, the three rapacious 
eagles, the three empines the tortuous policy of the 
house of Ausirii the iwenous greed of TNarism, 
the brutality of Priis^^ia The \\Orst enemy of 
each nation is not without, but within its frontiers, 
and no le has the courage to fight against it 
It IS the monstei of a hundred heads, the monster 
named Imperialism, the will to pride and domma 
tion, which seeks to absorb all or subdue all, or 
break all, and will sufiei nogrcitness except itself 
For the Western nations Prussian imperialism is 
the most dangerous Its hand uplifted in menace 
^gainst Furope ha^ forced iis to join in arms 
ag'iinst thi outcome of i military and feudal caste, 
which is the cuise not only of the^ rest of the 
woild but ilso of Germany itself, whose thought 
It has siibtl) poisoned We must destroy this 
fiist but not this alone , the Russian autociac> too 
wall hive its turn Fvciy nation to a greater or 
less extent has an imperiilism of its own, and 
whethei it be militar> financial feudal republican, 
soCiJJ or intellectual it is aHva>b the octopus^ 
sucking the best blood of Europe Let the free 
men of all the countries of Europe when this 
war IS over take up again the motto of Voltaire 
“ Ecrasons ttnfAme * ” ^ 
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When the war is over f The evil is done now, 
the torrent Jet loose and we cannot force it back 
into Its channel unaidj^d Moreover crimes have 
been committed against right attecks on the 
liberties of peoples and on %e sacred treasuries of 
thought, which must and will be expiated 
Europe cannot pass over unheeded the violenc 
done to the noble Belgian people, the devastation 
of Malines and Louvain, sacked by modern Tillys 
But m the name of heaven let not these crimes 
be expiated by similar crimes • \et not the 
hideous woids “vengeance** and “retaliation” 
be heard, for a great nation does not revenge 
itself, it re establishes justice But let those 
whose hands lies the execution of justice show 
themselves worthy of her to the end. 

It IS our dut> to keep this before them, nor 
will we be passive and wait for the fury of 
this conflict to spend itself Such conduct 
would be unworthy of iia who have such a task 
before us 

Our first duty, then, all ovei the world, is t6 
insist on the form^^tion of a moral High Co iri, 
a tribunal of consciences, to watch and pani 
impartial jftdgment on any violations of the 
laws of nationst'* And since committees of 
inquiry formed by belligerents themselves would 
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be always suspect, the neutral rountnes of the 
old and nfew world must take the initiabve, and 
form a tritHinal suchr as was suggested by Mr 
Prenatit^* medicine at Pans and 

taken tip dhthAiastically by M Paul Seippel 
in the Journal de Geneve ^ 

^ “ They should produce men of some worldly 
authority, and Of proved civic morality to act 
as a commission of* inquiry, and to follow the 
armies at a little distance Such an organisa 
tion would complete and solidify the Hague 
Court, and prcpaf6 indisputable documents foi 
the necessary work of justice ' 

The neutral countries are too much effaced 
Confronted by unbridled force they are inclined 
to believe that opinion is defeated in advance, 
and the majority of thinkers in all countries 
share their pessimism 1 here is- a lack of 
courage here as well as of clear thinking For 
just at this time the power of opinion is immense 
The most despotic of governments, even though 
marching to victory, trembles before public 
c pinion and seeks to court it Nothing shows 
this more clearly than the efforts of both parties 

Le TempSy September 4, 1914 

Issues of Septe nber 16 ind 17, 1914 La Guerre e\ le 
Drott 
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engaged m war, of their ministers, chancellors, 
sovereigns, of the Kaiser himsfelf turntd journalist, 
to justify their owm crimoi, an<jl dimounce the 
crimes of their adversary^ a1^yril|illl§^ tri 
bunal of humanity Let this ^ftjrattt^'trfbunal 
be seen at last, let us venture to constitute it 
Ye know not your moral power, O ye of little 
faith' If there be a risk, will you not take it 
for the honour of humanity ? What is the value 
of life when you have saved it At the price of 
all that IS worth living for? * 

Et prtfpter ottam^ vivendt ptrdere causas 
But for us, the artists and poet^ priests and 
thinkers^of -ell countries, remains another taskj» 
Even m time of war it remains a crime for fintar 
spirits to compromise the integrity of their 
thought, It IS shamciul to see it serving the 
passion of a puerile, monstrous policy of race, 
a pohcy scientifically absurd—since no country 
possessei a race wholly pure Such a policy, 
as Renan points out in hig beautiful letter to 
Strauss dnfy lend to zoological imr^ wars 

of extermination similar to those in which vi noi 
species df rd^nts and (iatnit^orous beasts fighl 
for their existence This would be the end of 

i 

* Letter dated September 15, 1871, published m Rlforme 
tntellectuclle et morale 
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that fefhle adimxtme tailed humamty^ composed 
as it ts of siifh various necessaiy elements ’ 
Humanity is a sjmphony of great collective 
souls, and ha who Linder‘»tands and loves it only 
l>y destro) ing a part of those elei^ents proves 
himself a barbarnn and shows his idea of 
harmony to be no better than the idea of order 
another held in Wars iw 

For the finer spints of T uropc there are two 
dwelling places oui eartlil> fatheiland, and that 
ottier City of God Of the one we are the 
guests of the other the builders To the one 
let us give our lives and our faithful hearts, 
but neither fimil), friend nor fatherland, nor 
aught that we love has power over fhc spirit 
The spiiit lb the light It ib our duty to lift it 
above tempests and thrust aside the clouds 
which threaten to obscure t, to build higher 
and stionger, dominating thv- injustice and hatred 
of nations, the walls of th it city wherein the 
souls of the whole world may assemble 

1 feel here how the generous heart of Switzei 
land IS thrilled, divided between sympathies fur 
the various nations, and lamenting that it 
cai not choose freely between them, nor even 
express them I understand it'* torment, but 
I know that this is salutary I hope it will rise 
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thence to that superior joy of a harnoiony of 
races, which may be a noble example for the 
rest of Europe It is the 6ufy oit’Switzerland 
now to stand in the midst of the tempest, hke 
an island of justice and of peace, whefe^, as ^ 
the great monasteries of the early Middle Ages, 
the spirit may find a lefuge from unbridled 
force , where the fainting swimmers of all nations, 
those who are ueaiy of hatred, may persist, in 
spite of all the wrongs they have seen and 
suffeied, m loving all men as their brothers^ 

I know that such thoughts have little chance 
of being heard today Young Furope, burning 
with the fever of battle v^ilf smile with disdain 
and show its fangs like a young wolf But whtep 
the access of fever has spent itself, wounded 
and less proud of it voracious heroism, it will 
come to itself again 

Moreover I do not speak to convince it I 
speak but to solace mj conscience and I 
know that at the same time 1 shall sol ice the 
hearts of thousands of others who, in all countries, 
cannot or dare not spcalv themselves 

Johfnd fe Gem Septembei 15, 1914 
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IV 

THE LESSER OF TWO E\ ILS 
PANGERMANISM, PANSLAVISM 

I (Jo not hold the doctrine expounded by a 
certain saintly king, that it is useless to enter 
into discussion with heretics—and we regard all 
those who do not agree with our opiniops as 
heretics nowadays—but that it is sufficient to 
brain them I feel the need of understanding 
my enemy’s reasons I am unwilling to believe in 
unfairness Doubtless my enemy is as passion 
ately sincere as I am Why, ♦‘hen, should we 
not attempt to understand each other ? For such 
an understanding, though it will not suppress 
the conflict may perhaps suppress oui hatred, 
and It IS hatred more than anything else that I 
regard as my enemy 

However much 1 may feel that the motives 
actuating the various combatants not equally 
worthy, I have yet come to the conviction, after 
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reading the papers and letters which, during 
the last two months, have arrived in Geneva 
from every country, that the ardour of patriotic 
faith IS everywhere the same, ant^ that each of 
the nations ertgaged in this mighty struggle 
believes itself to be the champion of liberty 
against barbarism But liberty and barbarism 
do not mean the same thing to both sides 
Barbarous despotism, the worst enemy to 
liberty, is exemplified for us Frenchmen, English 
men, men of the West, in Prussian Imperialisin , 
and I v^ture to think that the register of its 
methods is plainly set forth 410 the devastated 
route frpm Lidge to Senlis, passing b> way of 
Louvain, Malines, and Rheims For Germany^ 
the monster (“ Uugekeuer^* as the aged Wundt 
calls itj which threat ns civilisation is Russia, 
and the bitterest reproach which the Germans 
hurl against France is our alliance with the 
Empire of the Tsar I have received many 
letters reproaching us with this In the Munich 
review, Das Imum^ I r€‘ad only yesterday an 
article by Wilhelm Herzog challenging me to 
explain my position with regaid to Russia 
Let us consider the question, then 1 ask 
nothing better By this means we shall be able 
to weigh the German danger and the Russian 
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danger in the balance, and thus show which 
of the two seems the more thicatering to us 
Of the actual events of the present war 
between Gerrnany and Russia I will say noth 
mg All the information we have comes from 
Russian or German sources, equally unreliable 
judge by them it would appear that the 
same ferocit) exists in both camps The 
Germans in Kahsh were worth) companions of 
the Cossacks in Giodtken and Zorothowo—It 
is «f the German spirit and of the Russian spiiit 
that I wish to speak here, for this is the ini 
portant thing and of this we have more 
definite knowledge 

You, my German friends—for those of you 
who were my friends in the past remain my 
friends in spite of fanatical demands from both 
sides that ue should break off all relations— 
know how much 1 love the Geimany of the 
past and all that I owe to it Not less than 
you, yourselves, 1 am the son of Beethoven, 
of Leibnitz, and of Goethe But what do I owe 
to the Germany of to da) or what does Europe 
owe to it? What art have )ou produced since 
the monumental work of Wagiiei, which marks 
the end of an epoch and belo igs to the past ? 
What new and original thought can you boast 
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of Since the death of Nietzsche, whose mag|:nih" 
cent madness has left ita traces upon you though 
we arc unscathed by it ? Where have we sought 
our spiritual food for the last forty years, 
our owh feitile soil no longer yielded sufficient 
for our needs? Who but the Russian writers 
have been our guides ? What German writer 
you set up against Tolstoi and Dostoievsky, tho^ 
giants of poetic genius and moral grandeur? 
These are the men who have moulded my soul, 
and in defending the nation from which libey 
sprang, I am but ikying a debt which I owe 
to that nation as well as to themselves Even 
if the contempt foi Prussian Imperialism were 
not innate to me as a Latin, I should have 
learned it from them Twenty years ago Tolstoi 
expressed his contc apt for your Kaiser In 
music, Germany, so proud of its ancient glory, 
has only the successors of Wagner, neurotic 
jugglers with orchestral effects, like Richard 
Strauss, but not a single sober and virile work 
of the quality of Bans Godunov No German 
musician has opened up new roads A single 
page of Mou'^sorgsky or Straw insly shows more 
originality more potential greatness than the 
complete scores of Mahler and Reger In our 
Universities, in^ our/^ hospitals and Pasteur Insti- 
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tutes, Russian students and scholars work side 
by 5ide with our own, and Russnn revolution 
anes who have taken refuge m Paris mingle 
Jheir ispiratiops with those of our socialists 
The crimes of Tsarism are continually on 
your lips We, too, denounce these crimes , for 
Tfiarism is our enemy# and^ what I i^rote but 
recently, I lepeat now But it is likewise the 
encjpy of the intellectual dlite of Russia itself 
This cannot be said of your intellectuals; who aie 
so slavishly obed ent to the commands of youi 
rulers \ few da>s ago I received that amazing 
“ Address to the Cu ilised \ations” with which the 
Imperial army eorps of Geimxn intellectuals 
bombarded Europe, meanwhile the army corps 
of German Commerce {hmeau dc^ DcuUchen 
Han dels tages) ^helled the majkets of the world 
with circulars oinamented ny the figure of 
Mercury the god of lies This mobilisation of 
the forces of the pen and of tlic caduceus, with 
which in good truth no other country could 
compete, has given u* additional reason to fear 
the 1 mpire's powers of oigamsation no reason to 
lespect It more Civilised Nation ’ read, nut 
without amazement, that Address the tiuth of 
which was vouched for by the narif of the most^ 
distinguished sciolists, thinkers, and artists 
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Germany — by Behring, Ostwald, Roentgen, 
Eucken, Haeckel, Wundt, Dehmcl, Hauptmann, 
Sudermanrr, Hildebrand, Klinger, Liebermann, 
Humperdinckj Weingartner, etc painters and 
philosophers, musicians theologians chemists, 
economists^ poets, and the professors of twenty 
universities They teamed, not without surprise^ 
that "it is not true that Germany provakecLihe 
war,—it IS not true that Germany crimm^illy 
violated the neutrality of Belgium,—it i*' not true 
that Germany used violence against the lifd*^or 
the belongings of a single Belgian citi/en with 
out being foiced to do so—it is not true that 
Germany destroy ed Louv am (destroyed it ? to 
indeed, she saved it'),— it is not tru%^ that 
Germany—*^ It is not true th«^ day h day and 
night 13 night ’ I coritess that I could not read 
to the end without that feeling of embarrassment 
which I felt as a child, when I heard an elderly 
man whom I respected make false statements 
I turned aside my eyes and blushed for him 
Thank God • the crimes of Tsarism never found 
a defender amongst the great artists scholars, and 
thinkers of Russia \re not Kropotkin, Tolstoi, 
Dostoievski, and Gorki, the greatest names in 
fts literature, the Very ones who denounced its 
crimes * 
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Russian domination has often been cruelly 
heavy for the smallei nationalities \\liich it has 
swallowed up But how comes it then Germans 
that the Poles ^ircfer it to yours ? Do ) ou imagine 
that Fuiope is ignorant of the monstrous way m 
which you are exterminating the Polish race? 
Do you thin! that we do not receive the con 
fidences of those Baltic nations who, having to 
choose between two conquerors, prefer the 
Russian because he is the more humane? Read 
th#following letter which I received but lately 
from a Lett, w^^ho, though he has suffered severely 
at the hands of the Russians, yet slides aideritly 
with them against yovt My German friends, j,ou 
are either strangely ignor iiit of the state of mind 
of the nations which surround you, or you think 
us extremely simple ind ill informed Your 
imperialism, beneath its veneer of civilisation, 
seems to mt no less ferocious than 1 sarism 
towards ev r>thing that ventures to oppose its 
avarieious desirt for iimversil dominion But 
whereas immense and m)stciious Russia over 
flowing with young ind ievolutionary forces, gives 
us hope of a coming renewal your Germany bases 
Its systematic harshness on a culture too anti 
quated and scholastic to allow o ^ny hope of 
amendment If I had any such hope—and I once 
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had It, my friends—you have taken^reat pains to 
rob me of it, you, artists and scholars, who drew 
up that address in which you pride yourselves on 
your complete unity with Pfussiar^Imp^iahsm 
Know cmce for all that there is nothing more over 
whelming for uj Latins, nothing more difficult to 
endure, than your militarisation of the intellect 
If by bomc awful fate, this spirit were tnumpha|itf 
I should leave Europe for ever To liVe here 
would be intolerable to me 

Here then, are some extracts fiom the in 
teresting letter which I have received from a 
repiesentative of those little nationalities which 
are being disputed between Kussi-a and Germany 
They desire to maintain their independience, but 
find themselves obliged to choose between these 
two nations, and choose Russia It is good to 
hear them speal VVe arc too much inclined to 
listen only to the Great Po\\crs who are now at 
war Let us think of those little baiques which 
the gieat vessels draw in their wake Let us 
share for a moment the agonv with which these 
little nationalities, forgotten by the egotism of 
Europe, await the final issue of a struggle which 
will decide their fate Let England and France 
heed those beseeching eyes which are turned 
towards them, let young Russia, herself so e^ger 
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for liberty, help generously to shed its benefits 
abroad 

October lo, 1914 


LETTER TO ROMAIN ROLIjAND 

30M S^tembefi 1914 

Sir,—I desire to thank you for your article, 
“Above the Battle*’ Although by my edu 
cation I am more akin to the civilisations of 
Germany and Russia than to the civilisation 
of 1 ranee, yet I respect the French spirit more, 
for I am convinced more than evet to day, that 
it will furnish the greatly needed solution of the 
problems of national rights and liberty 

In your article >ou quote the words of one of 
your friends, a soldier and a writer, who says 
that the French are fighting not only to defend 
their own country but to save the liberty of 
the d)orld \ou can hardly imagine how such 
words rt echo in the hearts of oppressed nations, 
what streams of sympathy are to day converging 
fiom all comers of Europe upon France, what 
hopes depend upon your victory 

And yet many doubts have been expressed 
with regard to these h rench ant F nglish asser 
tions because both nations have allied them- 
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selves with Russia^ whose policy is contrary to 
the ideas (rf right and liberty, and Germany 
herself maintains that it Is pitsasely those ideas 
for which she is fighting 
It weuld be ipten^tmg to what 

German and professors really When 

they speak of a Holy War against K^ssia Do 
they wish to assist Russian revolutionaries to 
dethrot« the Tsar?—Every revolutionary party 
would refuse indignantly to accept asfistance 
from Prussian militinsm Do they wish to 
free the neighbouring countries, such as Poland, 
which aie oppiessed by Russia, by incorporating 
them with the German Empire?—It is well 
known that the Poles who arc German subjects 
have suffered much more ignoble treatment than 
the Riissian Poles, though even they have every 
reason to complain 

• The Baltic provinces of Russia alone remain, and 
here the Geimans have for centuncs had their 
pioneers among the large landowners and the 
merchants in the bigger towns Ihese, no doubt, 
Russian subjects but of Germ in nationalityi would 
welcome the German armies with enthusiasm 
But they form only a caste of nobles and of the 
wealthy middle classes, numbering at most a few 
thousands, whereas th<^^bulk of the population, the 
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Lettish and Fsthoiiian nations, would regajrd the 
absorption of these provinces into Geimany as the 
worst of calamities W e know well what German 
domination qjeans I am a Lett and can speak 
with airthorit> foi I know the deepest feelings 
*and hopes of my own cotintrymen ^ 

The Lefts aio "ikm to the Lithuaniai^s They 
ii\habit Coiirland, Livonia, and a pait of the 
province of Vitebsk Thur intellectual centre is 
Riga Iheie are colonies of them in all the 
pfmcipal towns of Russi i I ast year the Annales 
des NaitonaliUs of Pans devoted tw o numbers to 
these two sister nations Owing to the geographi 
cal situation of their country, which is only too 
desirable, they had the misfortune to be under 
the yol e of the Ociinin*^, before they were under 
the yoke of the Russians To understand how 
much they suffercil under the former it will be 
sufficient to s i th it in comparison with the 
Germans, we think of the Russians as our libera 
tors By sheer toice the Germans kept us foi 
centuries in a state equivalent to slavery Only 
fifty years ago the Russian Government set us 
free fiom this bondage , but, at the same time, 
It committed the gruc injustiec of leaving all 
our land in the hands of Ger lan proprietors 
Mevertheless, within last twenty or thirty^ 
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years, we have succeeded in reclaiming from the 
Germans a part at least of our land, and sn 
reaching a considerable level of culture, thanks 
to which, we are considered, together wM:h the 
Esthonians and the Finns, as the most advanced 
people in the Russian Kitopire 
German papers often accuse us of idgratlttide, 
and reproach us with our lack of appreciation of 
the advantages of the culture whi^h they boast 5f 
having brought ns We listen to such accusa 
tions with a bitter smile and m writing the wodl 
Kulhirtraget (bearer of civilisation) add an tx 
clamation mark afterwards* for the behaviour of 
the Gennans has brought the expression into'^ 
contempt We ha\e acquired our culture in spite 
of thdir opposition, and against their will Even 
today tt 75 the Gennu tepfe^^entatives in the 
Russian Duma who feto the o castonal suggestions 
on the paii of the Government to ii ake itfotms tn 
the Baltic pfounces Ihcsc provinces are ad 
ministered in a manner that differs, and diPeis 
fbr the worse, from that a 1 opted in the other 
provinces of Russia We still submit to laws 
and regulations which no longer exist In other 
parts of Furope—laws which were made In the 
feudal ages and have been rigorously maintained 
amongst us, thanks exertrdns of the big 
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German Iando\^ners who arc always sure of a 
hearing at th<i Imperial Couft of St Petersburg 
Formerly, when we were striving in viin to 
reconcile oujr sympathy and admuation for 
German thought and art with the narrow, haughty 
and cruel spirit of it^ repiesgntatives araong'it 
us, we explained it all by siying that the 
Germans in our provinces were of a peculiar tjpe, 
and had little in common with other Germans 
But the crimes of which they have been guilty 
in Belgium and in I ranct show us oui mistake 
Germans are the same eierj where in the woil 
of conquest and domination—wholly without 
humanitarian sciuples In Gcimany, as in Russia 
there are two distinct tendencies— the one, 
piovoked by the ideas of Pangermanisrff and 
Panslavism, is to seek national glory on the field 
of battle and in the oppression of the personalities 
of other nations , the other is to achieve the 
same end in the pc iccfiil realms of thought and 
artistic creation Just as the culture of which 
Goethe was typical has nothing in common with 
Prussian militarism so Tolstoi mav be considered ^ 
as the repi escntative of that other Russia which 
IS so diffeient from the one lepresented by the 
Russian Government of to div Certainly the 
gulf between these twt* *^ndenciei» is less deep 
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tn Germany than in Russia, and this is due to 
the immense si/e of Russia, which contains vast 
numbers of poor and ignorant human beings whom 
the Riissiari Government oppresses wjth thq utmost 
brutality but w cntitelyninjust alwayi> to allude to 
the Russians as bmhaiuins, and the Germans who 
mvanably mdke u^e of this woid whtn they speaJ 
of Russia liaxh lesx ii^ht than any one to do sq 
No one who knows the intellectual woild of 
Germany and Rusi)ia will venture to say that the 
former is much superior to the latter—they §rc 
simply diffcicit And I ccwild add that the om 
fact olnch makes us ftd nmc dfa on to ilu intd 
lictnal nor hi of A cssia than to that of the Germany 
of to dav IS that it nwuld nti a he capable of jusit 
fing and apptootn^ the brutal u) iduct of its 
Government as the Gc nan intillecfuals are doing 
now It hax often bein (on^^raim d t)ltcf sdcncc^ but 
il has nc 'cr raised nacr in dfftria of a s^uilty 
Gover t mint 

Let not my testimony in favour of the Russians 
lead any one to believe that I am idealising them, 
or that my people, the Letts, have enjoyed any 
special pnvileges under their government On 
the contrary • I have suffered more at their hands 
than at the h inds of the Germans, and my nation 
knows only too well >how heavy is the hand of 
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the Russian Government, and how suffocating the 
atmosphere of Panslavism In 1906 it was the 
Lett peasant and intellectual classes who enjoyed 
most frequen^^ly the privilege of being flogged , 
it was amongst these classes that the greatest 
number of unfortunates were shot, hanged, or 
imprisoned for life And since that dreadful year 
there are to be found in all the principal towns 
of Western Europe colonics of Letts, formed of 
refugees who succeeded in escaping from the atro 
elites of the punitive expedition sent by the 
Russian Go ernment against my countg^. But 
this fact IS significant at the head of the fHaj 07 ity 
of the military hands commissioned to punish the 
countfy were Goman officers who had ashed for 
this employmenty and showed so gfeat a seal in 
shooting down men and setting fire to houseSy that 
they went even beyond the inteuHons of the Russian 
Government In thoie daj s tie places might count 
themselves fottunate which weie visited hy dragoons 
commanded by oficcrs of Russian nationality for 
where Russian officeis would have ordered the 
knouty German officers habitually inflicted a sentence 
of death 

If m> nation had ever to choose between a 
German and a Russian government t would choose 
the latter as the lesser of two evils I see in the 
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Lett newspaper^ that the reseivists of niy country 
left for the war with enthusiasm I do not 
imagine that t^iis enthusiasm is due to the thouglit 
that they are fightinjg for the glorj^ of a nation 
which, by every means in its power, seeks to 
hinder our national development, by forbidding 
instruction in our native tongue in primary 
schools, by attempting to colonise our land with 
Russian peasants, by compelling our own people 
to emigrate to Siberia and America by excluding 
all Letts from any snare m Government dhipl^^y- 
ment,^ This enthusiasm nevertheless exists, 
and It IS because the war is being waged against 
Germany, and because the Letts know that the 
Germans have long been aiming at the possession 
of the Baltic provinces To prevent this we are 
prepared to make ar sacrifice We, who love 
our national civilisation and know well what 
Panslavism and Pangermanism mean, are of 
opinion that, of the two, Pansla\ism is less 
fatal to the civilisations of small nations 
This IS really due to the character of the two 
races 

German oppression al mys systematic^ hence 
always efficacious In addition to thiSy their arto 
gant contempt for tierything that is not themseloesy 
the calm and calculated method in which they car ry 
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out then system of pi^rsecutton where j r they 
doinmaU alt this makes them mtohiabk 

Russians art less losrical by naturt then imuds 
ate not so te'^dcdid and they ate mote inclined to 
obey the du fates of thut hearts for this teason 
they an less to bv fated as oppressors I he blows 

whuh thiv stult ate often cxtrumly ctuel and 
painful but tit] can itpcnt from tinu to Hme 
Ihetr mannets ate tou^lut and more brutal (I 
speak here more especially of civil and militai> 
Calais) but on tit, whole they ate mute humam 
than the Get mans who often conceal fulin^s of 
fictrc satai^itj under the tnasl of pufeit courtesy 
In the Vi at 20/11 it thcti wttc cxitutions in 

Russia on a I at l scah thm utc man] lases of 
suutdi amonp^st Russian ofjicits oho could not 
reconcile tin r pio/issni of soldnis with that of 
a han^ nan / in oj]i c s of Gn man mill maltly on 
tlu otiHf handy < iirud cut tn it otdets "cith 
cn;o] nent 

Neveithclesb, Russian domination, though pre¬ 
ferable to German, is still very oppressive I 
hear the ne\/s of Russian victories with mingled 
feelings, rejoicing in so far as they are victories 
for the Allies yet dreading the triumph of 
Russia After the defeats of the Russo Japanese 
Wai when the Russian Government was weak 
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ened it conceded certain liberal measures and 
then revoked them almost entirely al^ its strength 
returned What have we to expect from a 
victory for Tsarism, especially we*who are not 
Russians, but a sayage revival of the crushing 
ideals of Panslavism ? 

This IS the agonised question which the nations 
subject to Russia are asl ing now I read in 
your article that the turn of Tsarism wiH come 
after that of Prussianism In what sense is this 
to be understood? Is it your opinion tHat 
mother war will presently break out against 
Tsarism or will it be struck down by the blows 
of an internal icvolution ? Is it even possible 
tlnt^'rancc and Lngland obtained the pidmise 
of a refoim in the inteinal politics of Russia 
before allying themscl ^ with her^ And is the 
proclamation to the Poles evidence of this? Will 
it have any real effect aftei the war ? And those 
othei nations oppicssed by Russia—the Finns 
the Letts, the Lithuanians, the Esthoni ms, the 
Armenians, the Jews —will they too have 

justice done them ? 

These questions are probably devoid of any 
political significance Yet without perceiving m 
what manner France and Fngland can set us 
free, we do direct our hopes towards them W( 
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bcli^vt that in some way or other they will take 
care in future that their Russian ally shall show 
herself worthy of them and of the ideas for w hich 
they are fighting, lest the blood of those who 
have died in the cause of freedom go to feed 
the strength of the oppressors 

Thus, sir, I have ventured uninvited to set 
forth rather ^ully to you the hopes and feaib of 
a nation which has developed itself on a narrow 
strip of land between the two abysses of Pan- 
ge^manism and Panslavism Whilst ardently 
desiring the destruction of the former, wc have 
everything to fear from the litter Yet we do 
not aspire to political independence Wc seek 
only the possibility of developing fiedjT" our 
intellectual, aiti^-tic, and economic powers, with 
out the perpetual menace of being absorbed by 
Russia or Germany Wc believe that, in virtue 
of the cnilisation we have acquired in the face 
of obstacles, we are worthy of the liberties and 
rights of man, we arc convinced that as a nation 
we have qualities which will fit us to play a 
valuable part in the great symphony of civilised 
peoples 

Journal de ( eniue^ October ro 191 
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Once more I 'iddrcss myself to our friends the 
enemy But this time I shall attempt no dis¬ 
cussion, for discussion is impossible with thiise 
who avow that they do not seek for but possess 
the truth For the moment there is no spiritual 
force that can pierce the thick wall of certitude 
by wh ch Germany is baincaded against the ligh^ 
of day—the terrible certitude, the pharisaical 
satisfaction which per^ des the monstrous letter 
of a Court preacher who glorifies God for having 
made him impeccable, irreproachable, and pure, 
himself, his emperor, his ministers, his army, and 
his race, and who rejoiees beforehand in his “ holy 
wrath ” at the destruction of all who do not think 
as he thinks * 

* Open letter of Di Einst Dryandei, the J nsl Court 
Pieacher and Vice Piesident of the Hi^,her Ecclesiastical 
Council, to C E Babut, Pastor of Nimes, September 15, 
1914 (published in I Essor for the loth October and the 
Journal de Gemve, i8th October) 
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True I am very far from thinking that this 
monument of anti Chiistian pride represents the 
spirit of the bettei part of Germany I know 
how many UPblc hearts, rnodeiate, affectionate 
incapable of doing c\ il and almost of conceiving it, 
go to make up her moral sticngth , amongst them 
are friends th it I shall never ceise to esteem I 
know how many intrepid minds work ceaselessly 
in Geiman science foi the conquest of the truth 
But I see on the one hand these good people so 
o\«i confident, so tractable, with their c3.es shut 
Ignorant of the facts and unwilling to recognise 
an).thing but whit it is the pleasure of their 
GcAeinmcnt that the) shall know, and on the 
other, the cleaiest minds of Geimin^^Jwstorian'i 
and savants, trlined foi the criticism of texts 
basing their convu tion on documents which all 
emanate from one alone of the on ties concerned, 
and by wi) of pcicmptoi) jiroof lefernng us to 
the ex pajte affirmations of their Emperoi and of 
their Chancelloi like well behaved scholais, whose 
only argument is dtxUt What hope 

remains of convincing such people that thcie 
exists a truth bc>ond that master and that in 
addition to his White Book we hive in our hands 
books of eveiy kind ind of ever^ colour^ whose 
testimoii> demands the attention of an impartial 

76 



Inter Arma Cantas ' 

judge? But do they *50 m'Uoh as know of their 
existence, and doeb thcL master allow his class to 
handle the manuals of his enemies? Our dis« 
agreement is not only as regards ti^e facts of the 
case, it^is due to difference in mind itself. 
Between the spirit of Germany to day and that 
of the lest of Europe there is no longej:^ point 
of contact We ^peak to them of 
they reply with UebcrnimscJi^ Uebervolk^ and it 
goes without say mg fliat they themselves are the 
Uebcrvolk Gcimany seems to be overcomelliy 
a morbid exaltation, a collective madness, for 
which theie is no lemedy but time According 
to the view of medical experts in analogous cases 
such fooQ^ of madness develop rapidly, and are 
suddenly followed by profound depression We 
can then but wait an in the meantime defend 
ourselves to the best of oui ability from the 
madness of Ajax 

Certainly Ajax has given us plenty of work 
to do Look at the ruins around us • We may 
bring aid to the victims—yet how little can we 
achieve ? In the eternal strug^gle between good 
and evil the scales are not evenly balanced We 
need a century to re create what one day can 
destroy The fury of madness, on the othci hand, 
enduies only for a day , pitient labour is our lot 

77 



Above the Battle 


throughout the years It knows no pause, even 
in those hours when the world seems at an end 
The vine growers of Champagne gather in their 
vintage though the bombs of the rival armies 
explode aiound them—and we, too, can do our 
shared There is worl foi all who find themselves 
outside the battle Especially for those who still 
can write it seems to me th^t there should be 
something better to do than to brandish a pen 
dipped m blood and seated their tables to cry 
“ Kill • Kill! ’ I hate the war but even more do 
Ilmate those who glorify it without taking part 
What would we say of officers who marched 
behind their men ^ The noblest role of those 
who follow in the leaiaf^ to nick up their friends 
who fall, and to bear j / mind even during the 
battle those fair word', so often forgotten —Inhr 
A}via Cautas 

'k. 

k If 

Amidst all the miser) whieli every min of feel 
ing can do his shiie to leheve, let us recall the 
fate of the prisoner of war But knowing that 
Germany to day blushes at her former senti 
mentalit), I carefully refrain from appealing to 
hei pity by whinings, as they^RAtWhem, about the 
destruction of Louvain and RhemHf Wai is 
w ir Granted ^—then it is naturaPthat It drags 
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in Its train thpu^ands of prisoners, officers and 
men 

For the moment I shall say only a word about 
these, in order to comfort as far as^ possible tUp 
familic"' vyho ue seaiching for them, and are so 
anxious about their fate On both sides hateful 
nimouis circulate onl> too easily, rumours given 
cuircnc) by atnwis<jrupulous prtss lumours whifihr 
v\ould ha\c us believe that the most elementary 
laws of humanity anr (fijtfnpkd uiiclci foot by the 
enemy Onl> tin othci tla> in Austrian friejfl 
wrote to me, maddened b) the lies of aomc papci 
oi other, to beg me to help the Gcimin wounded 
in I rance, who aic left without any aid And 
have I not heard or read |he same unworthy 
fears expressed by tiei c urjen as regards their 
woundtd who are said to be maltreated in Ger¬ 
many? But It IS all i lie—on both ‘=Kles, and 
those of us whose task it is to receive the true 
information fiom either camp must affirm the 
contrary Speaking generally (for in so many 
thousands of cases one cannot of course, be sure 
that there will not heie and there be individual 
“exceptions) this war, whose actual conduct has 
provoked a dcgiJnnillBi harshness which oui know 
ledge of prcv||lLis w irs in tlie West would not have 
allowed us t^i|pcpect, is by contrast less cruel to 
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all those—prisoners and wounded—who are put 
out of the battle line 

The letters that we receive and documents 
already published—especially an interesting account 
which appealed m the Neue Zitrcher Zettung of 
October 18% ly Dr Schneeli, who had 

jUst been v 3 H||h|^ and prisoners 

camp»^ Gern^^|H||M^ in that country 
effortsbeing n^Elo reconcile the ideals of 
humanit3fwlth the exigeniiie of ^ ^ar They mike 
it^lear that th^e is no difference between the caie 
bestowed by the Germans on then own wounded 
and those of the enemy, ind that friendly lelations 
exist betw^tgj ^ he prisoners ind their guaids, who 
all share t!B|me fqod 

I could that «‘imilar inquiry might be 
made and published on the camps where Geiman 
prisoners are concentrated in 1 ranee In the 
meantime accounts which reach me from indi 
viduils disclose a similar situation,^ and there is 


The newspapers of both countries give publ city only to 
piejudicecl stones unfivouiible to the ehemy One would 
imagine tl 4 at they devote themsehes to collccling, only the 
woi St cases, m order to presei VC the itmosphere of hati ed 
and those to which they give predominance are often doubt 
fui and always exceptionil No mention is nUde of any 
thing tbit would tell m a coiitiaiy due lUif uf pri'^oners 
who aie grateful for their treatment, is i^he letlv s which 
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plenty of reliable evidence that in Germany and 
hranee alike the wounded of both countries are 
living in terms of friendship There are even 
soldiers who refuse to have their wounds dtestted 
or receive their rations before theif the 

enemy have received 

knows It IS not perhapriMHlBHHir the cqxIp 
tending armies that tl 
are least violcj'tt^ 
appreciate the courage of^ 
the same sufftrings are common and sin 

where all energy is directed towards action thCKt 
IS none left for personal animosity It is amo^st 
those who are not actively engaged Ji||^j|ibre is 
developed the harsh and in||llai|||||^ ^ 



hatred of which ti^^riain ?IfeireiS||pP provide 
terrible examples 
The moral situation of the military prisoner 
is therefore not so overwhelming as might be im¬ 
agined, and his lot, sad as it is, is less to be 
pitied than that of another class of prisoners of 


we have to transmif to their families—in which, for example, 
a ( erman civil prisoner speaks of a pleasant walk^i of sea 
ijathmg, he has been allow ed to enjoy I have even come 
across the cise of an entomologist who is peacefully 
absorbed in ins researches, and profiting i)y his enforced 
sojourn in the Squth of I lance tp complete his collection 
of insects 
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whom I shall speak later The feeling of duty 
accomplished, memoiy of the stiuggle, 

glorifies his misfortune m his own e>es, and 
evep in tho^se of the enemy He is not totally 
abandoned to the foe, international conventions 
protect him > the Red Cross watches over him, 
and it IS possible to disqover where he is and 
to come to his assistance 

In this work the admirable Agcnce inter 
nationalc dt^ prisonmers* dt most proM- 

dentially established some t\\o months after the 
commencement of the war, has caused the name 
of Geneva to be known and blessed m the 
most remote corners of Fiance and (jerman> 
It only needs, like Frovidence itself, to gam the 
CO operation of those over whose interests it 
watches, that is to say, of the States concerned 
which have been somewhat slow in supplying 
the lists wc need Under the a;gis of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, with 
M Gustave Ador as piesident and M Max 
Dollfus as director, some 300 voluntary workers, 

drawn ^rom all classes of society, are assisting 

* 

m its charitable work More than 15,000 letters 
a day pass through its hands It daily trans 
mits about y,ooo letters between prisoners and 
their families, and is responsible for the safe 
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dispitch of some 4,000 francs on aiv average 
The precise information which it is able tq 
communicate was very meagre at the start, but 
soon increased, until a thousand cases could J^e 
dealt with in the course of a single day , and 
this number rapidly increased with the arrival* 
of more complete lists from the Governments 
concerned 

This renew il intercourse between a prisoner 
and his family i the only beneficial result 

of our organisation Its peaceful work, its inl»» 
partial -knowledge of the actual facts in the 
belligerent countries, contribute to modify the 
hatred which wild stories have exasperated and 
to reveal what retnains of humanity in the 
most envenomed cnera> It can also draw the 
attention of tic diffc nt Governments, or at 
least of the general public to cases where a 
sj)eedy understanding would be in the interest 
of both parties—as, for instance, m the ex 
change of men who aic so seriously wounded, 
that they will be quite unable to take further 
part in the war^ and whom it is useless and 
inhuman to keep languisliing far from their 
friends Finally, it can effectively direct public 
generosity, which often hesitates for want 
of guidagfce Jt can, for ihsfcance, point out to 
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neutral countries, who are so ungrudging in 
their anxiety to aid the sufferings the com 
batanth, where help is mpst urgently needed— 
for the woupded prisoners, convalescents leaving 
the hospital without linen or boots, and with no 
on the enemy for further support* 

Instead of showering gifts (which, no doubt, 
flirc never superfluous) on the armies who can 
and should be supported by the peoples for 
whom they are fighting neutrals might well 
reserve the greater part of their geneiosity for 
those who are most destitute those whose need 
IS the greatest, for they are feeble, broken, and 
alone r 

* 

But there is another class of prisoners on 
whom I would like interest to be specially con 
centrated, for their situ'ition is far more precarious, 
unprotected as they are by 'in> international 
convention These are the civil prisoners They 
are one of the innovations of this unbridled 
war which seems to have set itself to violate 
all thc^ights of humanity In former wars it 
was only a question of a few hostages arrested 
here and there as a guarantee of good faith for 

On this point, I would echo the appeal m the article 
Cited above, from the Neue Ztlfchcr Zatung 
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the pledge of conquered town Never 

until now had one heard of populations taken 
bodily into captivity bn the model of ancient 
conquests—a custom actively levived ^since the 
beginning of this war Such a contingency not 
having been foreseen, no conventions exlstjiJ ti^ 
regulate the situation in the laws of war, 
words have any tndianing And as it would 
been awkward to formulate fresh laws in the 
midst of the struggle, it seemed more simple 
to overlook them ft has been as though thele 
unfortunates did not exist ^ 

But they do exist, and m thoUi^nds. Their 
number seems about equal on both sides 
Which of the beJfigtreiits took the initiative in 
these captured > At pie^ent certainty is im 
possible It seems clea that in the second half 
of July Germany ordeied the arrest of a 
number of Alsatian civilians To this France 
replied th^ day after her mobilisation by de 
daring prisoners Geimans and Austrians then 
to be found on her territory The casting of 
this vast net wa*; followed by similar •fetion in 
Germliiy and Austrif, though, peihaps, with 
less leSuhL The conquest of Belgium and the 
invasioh of the North of France brought about 
a redoubling- of these measures aggravated by 
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Violence The Germans, on retiring after 
their defeat on the Marne, methodically made 
a clean sweep in the towns and villages of 
Picardy and^ Flanders qf all persons capable of 
bearing an^—500 men at Douai, at Amiens 

1,800 summoned before the citadel on some 

_ 

apparently harmless pretext, and carried off 
without even the possibility of returning for 
a change of clothes ^ 

In man> cases the captures had not even the 
e^j^usc of military utility In the village of 
Sompuib (Marne) on September loth, the Saxons 
seized a helpless village piicst of seventy three, 
scarcely able to walk and five old men 
ages from sixty to sevent)^, one of whom was 
lame, and took them away on foot Elsewhere 
women and children are taken, happy if they 
can remain together Here a husband, mad 
with grief searches for his wife and son aged 
three, who nave disappeiied since the Germans 
passed through Quievicchain (Nord) Theie it 
IS a mother and her children taken by the 
Frencl^^ear Guebwiller, the children were 
sent^*^ck, but not the mother A French 
captain, wounded by the bursting of a shell, 
saw his wife also wounded by German bullets 
at Nomeiiy (Meurthe et Moselle) , sinc§ when 
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she has disappeared, taken he doej? not know 
'where An old peasant woman of sixty three is 
taken aw ly fiom her husband near Villers aux 
Vents (Meuse) by a company qf Germans \ 
child of sixteen is seized at its mo&Ac’s house at 
MiilhousQ 

Such action shows in utter lack of humaii 

#• 

fcclincr ind is ilmost more absurd than c^Uel 
It really ippc^is as though people hid been 
deliberitely separated from all who w^ere 
deirest *^o them , and of those who ha\e so dis 
ippeired no trace remiins by which they dfn 
it present be found I im not ^ sp^al mg of 
] 3 elgium , theie the silence i as of the grave Of 
what IS taking plicc there nothing has been 
htird in the outer world for three months Are 
thf villages ind towns still m existence^ I 
have befoie me letters from parents (in some 
cases belonging to neutial n itions) begging fui 
news of then children of twelve ot eight years 
of igc detuned in Belgium since hostilities 
bioke out I have even found m the lists of 
these vanished children -doubtless pr^oners of 
war—youthful citizens of four ind Two years 
of age Aic we to undci tand tint they too 
could have been mobilised? 

We see the anguish o^ the survivors Imagine 
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the distress of those Avho hl^Ye disappeared, 
deprived of money or the meins of obtaimng 
any from their families What misery is 
revealed m the fiist letters received from such 
families interned in Fiance or Ciermany* A 
mother whose little boy as ill, although rich 
cannot procure any money Another with two 
children, requests us to warn her family th-it if 
after the war, nothing more is heard of her, it 
will mcin that she has died of hunger These 
cries of misery seemed m the noise of battle to 
fait on deaf ears for the first two months The 
Red Cross itself, absorbed in its immense task, 
reserved all its help for the military prisoners, 
and the Governments seemed to show a superb 
disdain fpr their unfortunate citizens Of what 
use are such as cannot serve* Yet these are 
the most innocent victims o'* this war They 
have not taken part in it and i othing had pre 
pared them for such calamities 

Fortunately a man of generous s> mpathies 
(he will not forgive me for publishing his name). 
Dr Ferrieyj, was touched by the misfortunes 
of these outcasts of the war With a tenacity 
as patient as it was passionate, he set himself 
to construct in the swarming hivt of Red Cross 
workers a special department to deal with their 
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distre* Refujiing to be discoiJfSiged by the 
innumerable difficulties and the remote chances 
of success, he persevered, limiting himself at 
first to drawing up Usfs of the jnissing, and 
trying to inspire confidence in their anxious 
friends He then attempted by every means 
in his power to discover the place of internment, 
and to re establish communications between 
relations and friends What joy when one can 
announce to a family'that the son or the father 
has been found I Fvery one of us at our ta|^e 
—for I, too, had the honour of sharing in the 
work—rejoices as though he were a member 
of that family And as luck would have tt 
the first letter of this kind which I had to 
write was to comfort some good people in my 
own little town in the Nivcrn us 

Great progress has already been made The 
most pressing needs have obtained a hearing 
The Governments have agreed to liberate women, 
children under seventeen, and men over sixty 
Repatriation began on October 23rd through the 
Bureau of Berne created b> the hederal^ouncil 
It remains, if not to deliver the others (wc can 
not count on this before the end of the wai), 
at any rate to put them in communication with 
their families In such cases, as in many others, 
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more can be expected from tli©^ qhant^ble 
efforts of private indiviclmls than from Govern 
ments The friends with whom wq comm^ni 
cated in Germany or Austria at* in France have 
replied with enthusiasm all sliowin^ a sjenerous 
desire to take part in our work It is such 
questions transcending national pride which 
reveal the underlying fellowship of the nations 
which are tearing each other to pieces, and the 
saciilegious folly of war How friends and 
cngmies arc drawn together in the face of common 
suffering which the effoits of all humanity would 
hardly suffice to alleviate ^ 

When aftei three months of fratiicidal struggle 
one has felt the calming influence of tins wide 
human sympathy and turns once more to the 
field of stiife the rasping cncs of hate m the 
press inspire only horror and ] it) What object 
have they in \iew? They wash t > punish ciimes 
and arc a crime in themselves lor murderous 
words are the seecF of fiUuie muider In the 
diseased organism of a fevered t urope evcr> thing 
vibrates ztfid reverberates without end Lvery 
word, every action, arouses reprisals Him v»^ho 
fans hatred hatred flares up to consume Heroes 
of officialdom’ bullies of the po s’ the blows 
which you deal very often reach your own 
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people, httle?'though you think it- your soldiers, 
your prisoners dchvcicd into the hinds of the 
enemy The) inswcr for the haim which you 
hive done, and jkju cscipc the dai^ei 

We canno*l -stop the war, but we cm make 
it ksb bitter There ire medicines for the body 
VVe need medicines foi the soul, to dress the 
wounds of liilrLd and vengeance by \^ich the 
woild is being poisoned Wc who write-let 
tint be our task And as the Red Cioss pursne-^ 
Its woik of mercy in the midst of the eomt^t, 
like the bees of Holy Wiit th it made tluir 
honey in the jiws of the Ikmi, let us tiv to 
support Its i-fforts let oui thoughts f(»lIow 
the imbulances tint up the wounded on 

the field of bittlc VI a> Not a Dame la Alt sere 
liy on the brow of j^ing Luropt her stern 
but succoun hind Miy he open the eyes 
of thesv- fieoples blmded b) piuh ind show 
them Ihit the) IK but poor human floel s 
equ il m the face of suffering ufleiing at all 
limes so gieit that there is no reison to ad 1 
t(^ the burden • • 

Joiatnl di C itf Octulnr 30 T914 
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TO XHE PEOPLE THAT IS SUFFERING 

FOR JUSTICE 

(For Kin^ Albcffs BoOl ) 

BgLGIUM has just wntfcn an Epic, whose echoes 
will resound throughout the ages I ike the 
three hundred Spartans, the little Belgian army 
confronts for three months the German Colossus, 
Leman-Leonides, the Thcrmopyl'E of Li^ge, 
Louvain, like 1 roy burnt, the deeds of 
King Albert surrounded by his valiant men 
with what legendaiy giandeur are these figures 
already invested, and history has not yet com 
pleted their story ’ The heroism of this people, 
who, without a murmur sacrificed everything for 
honour, has burst like a thunderclap upon us at 
a time wken the spirit of victorious Germany 
was enthroning in the world a conception of 
political realism, resting stolidly on force and 
self interest It was a hberatit r* of the op 

Published by the Daily Telegraph, London, 1914 
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pressed idealism of the West And that the* 
signal should have been given by this little 
nation seemed a miracle 

Men call the sudden appearance of a hidden 
reality a miracle It M the shoct: of danger 
which makes us best understand the character 
of individuals and of nations What discoveries 
this war has caused us to make lii those 
around us, even among those nearest and 
dearest to us ’ What heroic hearts and savage 
beasts * The inner soul, not a new soul, revels 
Itself ^ 

In this fearful hour Belgium has seen the 
hidden genius of her race emerge The sterling 
qualities that she has displayed during the last 
three months evoke admiration, it should not 
surprise any one whe m the pages of history, 
has felt, coursing through the ages, the vigorous 
sap of her people Small in numbers and in 
territory, but one of the gicatest in Europe in 
virtue of her overflowing vitality The Belgians 
of to day are the sons of the Hemings of 
Courtrai The men of this land n^ver feared 
to oppose their powerful neighbours, the kings 
of France or Spam—now heroes, now victims, 
Artevelde and Egmont Their soil, watered by 
the blood of millions of warriors is the most 
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fertile in Europe in the harvests of the Spirit 
From it aro^t the art of modern paintiiij^^ spread 
throughout the world by the school of the 
van E)-cks ^t the time of the Renaissance 
From It arose the art of modern musio, of that 
polyphony which thrilled through France, Gcr 
many,^nd Italy for nearly two centuries from 
it, too, came the superb poetic efflorescence of 
our times and the two writers who most 
brilliantly represent French literature in the 
WjjrlfJ, Maeterlinck and Verhaeren, arc Belgian 
They are the people who have suffered most 
and have borne thei’* sufferings most bravely 
and cheerfully, the martyr people of Philip II 
and of Kaiser Wilhelm and the> are the 
people of kubens, the people of Kermesses and 
of Till Ulenspiegel 

He who knows the amazng epic re told 
by Charles de Costei fhe haoi^ joyous^ and 
glortom adientnrcs of Vlenspiegtl and 1 amme 
Goedjak^ those two Flemish worthies who 
might take their places side by side with the 
immortal Don Quixote and his Sancho Panza— 
he who has seen that dauntless spirit at work, 
rough and facetious, rebellious by nature, always 
offending the established powers unning the 
gauntlet of all trials and hardships, and emeig 
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injj fpom thfem always gay and smiling—rcaltsei 
also the ikstuncs of the nation that gave birth 
to UJcnsf)icgt*l, and even m the darlvfist hour 
feirlessly looks towards the approaching dawn 
of rich ^nd happy days Belgium may be 
invaded The Belgian people will never be 
conquered nor crushed The Belgian people 
cannot die 

At the end of the story of T?/l Uknspiegcl^ 
when they think he is dead, and are going 
buiy him, he wakes up 

^Ati ihc}' he asks, ^ (^oing to bury Ulen^ 
'ipic^cl the 6 o?ili Nclf the hcait of mother 
Sleepy pnhap^i no f Come 

hde ’ 

And he departed sinking his sixth song But 
no out I no 7 ifs ivJuic / sane^ his last 
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LEXTEP TO M\ CRITICS 

Ntyvember 17 1914 

TiierI:' has rLached me, after much delay, at 
Qeneva, where I am engaged on the International 
work Prisoners of War, the echo of attacks 
agatl^lt me lift 4 :eftam newspapers, roused by the 
articles that^l Isavfe published in the Journal de 
GeTthfSy or rather b) two or three passages arbitrarily 
chosen from those articles (for they themselves are 
scarcely known to ai ybody in F'rance) My best 
reply \m 11 be to collect what I nave written and 
publish it in Pans I would not add a word of 
explanation for there is not a line that I did not 
think it my right and my duty to set down 
Moreover, I think that there is better work to do 
at this moment than to defend oneself, there are 
others to defend, the thousands of victims who are 

The editor of a great Pans paper having offered to 
publish my reph to those who attackea me, 1 sent him 
this article, which never appeared 
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fighting in Franc(J Time devoted to polemi(?s 
IS like a theft from these ^nfortunates, from these 
prisoners and families, whose hands peeking each 
othei across space we^^^e tiyfng Geneva. 

But not contdjk alUcku)gj|||^^ 
they have attaciSd idaas^^d whieib A 

believe lo be that of the true Prmnce, SLn 0 ^ince 
my fiitndb expect me to defend these ihoughts 
which are also theirs, 1 profit by the hospitality 
which IS offered me to reply distinctly and 
frankly in good French ^ 

I have published foiii aitides a let^etr to 
Gerhart Hauptmann, wiitten thojJny afteWhe 
devastation o^ Lo^Vain, “ Above the Battle,’ 
“The Lessei of Two Evils” and “Inter Anna 
Caiitas ” In these four articles I have stated that 
of all the imperialisms \\ f leh are the scourge of 
the world, Prussian Military Imperialism is the 
worst I have declared that it is the enemy 
of European liberty, the enemy of Western 
civilisation, tlic enemy of Germany herseff, u d 
that it must be destroyed On this point I 
imagine we are agreed « 

To what do my critics take exception? With¬ 
out entering into the discussion of certain points 
of detail, such as the appeal made bv the Allies 
to the forces of Asu and Africa of which 1 
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disapprove and still disapprove because I see in 
it a near and grave danger for Europe and for 
the Allies themselves, and because this danger is 
already mat^ialising in threats of disturbance in 
the, world tof Islam—exception is taken essen 
tialfy on two grounds 

r My refusal to include the German people 
and Its military ind intellcctinl rulers in the 
same denunciation 

2 The esteem ind fiiendship which 1 have 
for the individuals in the country with which wc 
are at wai 

I will reply first of all without ambiguity to 
this second reproach Yes, I have German friends 
as I have French, Italian, and Fnglish friends, 
and friends of eveiy race They arc my wealth 
1 am proud of it and keep it When one has had 
the good fortune to meet in this world loyal 
souls with whom one shares one's most intimate 
thoughts, and with whom one has formed bonds 
of brotherly union such bonds are sacred and 
not to be brol en asunder in the hour of trial 
He w^ould be a coward who timidly ceased to 
own them, in order to obey the insolent summons 
of a public opinion which has no right over the 
heart Does the love of counti) demand this 
unkindness of thought whic|i is associated with 
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the name Comdlienne ? Corndille himself has 
given the answer 

—Albe votis a nommc^ je ne vous con^ftts plus 
—Je OHS connats encarcy et c esf ce qt^ 0 $. iue ^ 

t 

Certiin letters which I shall reproduce later, 
will show the grief scinrielimes almost tragic 
that such friendships mean in these moments 
Thanks to them, we have at least been able to 
defend ourselves against a hatred which is more 
murderous than war, since it is an infectidft 
pioduced by its wounds, and it does as much 
harm to those whom it possesses as to those 
against whom it is directed 

Ihis poison I sec with appiehension spread 
ing at the present moment Amongst the 
victim populations, the cruelties and ravages 
committee^ by the German armies have brought 
to birth i desire for reprisals This, when once 
m existence is not for the press to exasperate, 
for such a desire runs the risk of leading to 
dangerous injustice—dangerous not only for the 
conquered but above all foi the conquerors 
J ranee has, in this war, the chance of playing the 
nobler part the rarest chance that the world has 
ever seen A Grerman wrote to me a few weeks 
ago “trance has %on in this war a prodigious 
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moral triumph The sympathies of the whole 
world are drawn towards her, and mobt extra 
ordinary of all» Germany herself has a secret 
leaning^ towards*her enemy ’ All should wish 
that this moral triumph may be hers to the 
end, and that she may remain to the end just 
straightforward, and humane I could never 
distinguish the cause of trance from that of 
humanit> It is just because I am 1 leiich that 
I leave to our Prussian enemies the motto 
*^dennf^ dum metuant^' I wish France to be 
loved, I wish her to be victorious not only by 
fm-ce, not only by right (that would be difficult 
enough), but by that large and generous heart 
which is pre eminently hers I wish her to be 
strong enough to fight without hatred and to 
regard even those against whom she is forced 
to fight as misguided brothers who must be 
pitied when they have been rendered harmless 
Our soldiers know it well, and I say nothing 
here of letters from the front which tell us of 
compassion and kindness between the com 
batants *But the civilians who are outside the 
combat, who do not fight, but talk, who write 
and embroil themselves in a factitious and 
lunatic agitation and are never e\bausted these 
are delivered over to the wmds of feverish 
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lolertce And there is the danger For they form 
opinion, the only opinion that can be expressed 
(all others are forbidden) It is for these that 
I write, not for those who ase fiiffoting (the> 
have no need of us ^ 

^nd when I hear the publicists trying to^rpuse 
the energies of the nation by all the stimulants 
at their disposal for this one object, the total 
crushing of the enemy nation I think it my 
duty to rise in opposition to what I believe to 
be at once a moral and a political error \fll9 
make war against a State, not against a peopk 
It would be monstrous to hold sixty five mijlf^l^ 
men responsible for the acts of some thousands 
—perhaps some hundreds Here in French 
Switzerland, so passionately in sympathy with 
trance, so eager both ii its sympathies and in 
the duty of restraining them, I have been able 
for three months by reading German letters and 
pamphlets, to examine closely the conscience 
of the German nation And I have been able 
thus to take account of a good many facts which 
escape the greater pait of the FrenAi people 
The first the most striking, the most ignored, 
IS that there is%iot in Germany as a whole any 
real hatred of France (all the hatred is turned 
against England) The especial pathos of the 
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Situation lies in the fact that the French apint 
only really began to exercise an attraction upon 
Germany some two or three years ago Germany 
was beginning to discover the true France, the 
France of work and of faith The new gene 
rations, the young classes that they have just led 
to the abattoir of Yptes and Dixmude, numbered 
the purest souls, the greatest idealists, those 
most possessed by the dream of universal brother 
hood If I say that for many among them the 
war has been a laceration, “ a horror, a failure, i 
renunciation of every ideal, an abdication of the 
spirit,” as one of them wrote on the eve of his 
death—if I say that the death of Ptguy has 
been mourned by many young Germans, no one 
would believe me But belief will be a necessity 
the day I publish the documents which I have 
collected 

It lb somewhat better understood in Prance 
how this German nation enveloped in the network 
of lies woven by its Government, and abandoning 
herself thereto with a blind and obstinate loyalty 
is profoundly convinced that she was attacked, 
hemmed in by the jealousy of the world, and 
that she must defend herself at all costs or die 
It IS among the chivalrous traditions of France to 
render homage to the courage of an adversary 
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One owes it to that adversary to recognise that 
111 default of other virtues the spirit of sacrifice 
IS, in tlie present instance, alitiost boundless It 
would- be a great mistake to force ^ to extremes 
Instead of driving this blind people to a mag 
nificent and despwate defeiy:e, let us try to open 
their eyes It is not impossible An Alsatian 
patriot, to whom one could not impute indul 
gence for Germany, Dr Bucher of Strasbourg, 
told me not long since, that even though the 
German is full of haughty prejudices care^ly 
fosteied by his teichers, he is at any rate always 
imenable to discussion and his docile spirit is 
accessible to arguments an example, I would 
instance the secret evolution tint I sec in progress 
in the thought of certain Germans Numbers 
of German letters th I have read this month 
begin to utter agonised questionings as to the 
legitimacy of the proceedings of Geimany m 
Belgium I have seen this anxiety giowing 
little by little, in consciences which at first reposed 
in the conviction of their right Truth is slowly 
dawning What will happen if its light conquers 
and spreads ? Carry truth in your hands! Let 
it be our strongest weapon • Let us, like the 
soldiers of the Revolution, whose heart lives again 
m our troops, fight not against our enemies, but 
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for them In saving the world, let us save 
them too France does not break old chains in 
order to rivet new 

Your thoughts are fixed on victory I think 
of the peace which will follow For however 
insistently tlie most militari^ among you may 
talk, venturing,as did an article to hold out the 
delightful promise of a perjpetual war—" a war 
which will last after this war, indefinitely ” * 
(it will come to an end, ncvcitheless—for lack 
of^ combatants •) there must come a day 
when you will stielch out the hand of friendship, 
you and your neighbouis across the Rhine, if it 
were only to come to an agreement, for the sake 
of your own business You will have to re 
establish supportable and humane relations so 
set to work in such a manner as not to make 
them impossible ’ Do not break down all the 
bridges, since it will ever be necessary to cross 
the rner Do not destroy the future A good 
open, clean wound will heal but do not poison it 
Let us be on our guard against hatred If we 
prepare for wa** in peace according to the wisdom 
of nations, we should also prepare for peace in 
war It is a task which seems to me not un¬ 
worthy of those among us who find themselves 

Paul Bourget 
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outside the struggle? and who through the life of 
the s|>int have wider relations With the universe 
—a little lay church which, to-day more than the 
other, preserves its faith in tftfe unHy of human 
thought and belWves that all men ar^ ^son« of 
the same Fathet fn any cast^ !f such a faith 
merits insult, the in^lts coiii^fftute an honour 
that we will claim as ours befoul the tribunal of 
posterity 



VIII 

THE IDOLS 

For more than forty centuries it has been the 
effort of great minds who have attained liberty 
to extend this blessing to others, to liberate 
humanity and to te'ich men to see reality with 
out fear or error, to look themsehes in the face 
without false piide or false humility and to 
recognise their weakness and their strength, that 
they may know their true position in the universe 
They have illumined the path with the bright 
ness of their lives and their example like the 
star of the magi, that mankind may have light 
Their efforts have failed I or more than forty 
centuries humanity has remained in bondage— 
I do not say to masters (for such are of the 
order of the flesh, of which I am not speaking 
here, and their chains break sooner or later) 
but to the phantoms of their own minds Such 
servitude comes from within We grow faint m 
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the endeavour to cut the bonds which bind 
mankind who straightway tie them again to be 
more firmly enthralled Of every liberator men 
make a master Every ideal which ought to 
liberate is transformed into a clumsy Idol The 
history of humanity is the history 6f Idols and of 
their successive reigns , and As humanity grows 
older the power of the Idol seems to wax 
greater and more destructive 
At first the divinities were of wood, of stone, 
or of metal Those at any rate were not pr^f 
against the axe or agufist fire Others followed 
that no material force could reach, for they wer^ 
graven in the invisible mind Yet all aspired to 
material dominion, and to secure for them that 
dominion the peoples of the world have poured 
out their best blood Idols of religions and of 
nationality the Idol of liberty whose reign 
was established in Europe by the armies of the 
sans cuIoUl at the point of the bayonet The 
misters have changed, the slaves arc still the 
same Our century has made the acquaintance 
of two new species The Idol of Race, at first 
the outcome of noble ideas, became in the 
laboratories of spectacled savants the Moloch 
which Germany hurled herself against trance in 
1870 and which her enemies now wish to use 
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against the Germany of to day The latest on 
the scene is that authentic product of German 
science, fraternally allied to the labours of in 
dustry of commerce, and of the firm of Krupp 
—the Idol of Kultur surrounded by its Levites, 
the thinkers of Germany 


The common feature of the cult of all Idols 
IS the adaptation of an ideal to the evil instincts 
of^ mankind Man cultivates the vices which are 
profitable to him, but feels the necessity of 
legitimising them being unwilling to sacrifice 
them, he must idealise them That is why the 
problem at which he has never ceased to labour 
throughout the centuries has beCn to harmonise 
his ideals with his own mediocrity He has 
always succeeded The crowd has no difficulty 
here It sets side by side its virtues and its 
vices, its heroism and its meanness The force 
of its passions and tne rapid course of the days 
which carry it along cause it to forget its lack 
of logic 

But the intelligent few cannot satisfy them 
selves with so little effort Not that they are, 
as IS often said, less readily swayed by passion 
This IS a grave error, the richer a lift becomes 
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the more does it Offer for passion to devour, 
and history sufficiently shows the terrifying 
paroxysms to which the lives of religious leaders 
and revolutionaries have attainedin But these 
toilers in the spirit love careful work-, and are 
repelled by popular modes of thought which 
perpetualbreak through the haeshes of reason 
ing They have to make a mw closely woven 
net in which instinct and idea^ cost what it may 
combine to form a stouter tissue They thus 
achieve monstrous ckefs^d'osuvre Give an 
tellectual any ideal and any evil passion and 
he vO'ill always succeed in harmonising the 
tnain The love of God and the love of man 
kind have been invoked m order to bum, kill, 
and pillage The fraternity of 1793 waa sister to 
the Holy Guillotine \^'e have m our time seen 
Churchmen seeking and finding m the Gospels 
the justification of Banking and of War Since 
the outbreak of the war a clergyman of Wur 
temberg established the fact th'it neither Christ 
nor John the Baptist nor the apostles desired to 
suppress militarism * A clever 1 njtellfctual is a 

The Evangelical psator Schienck in an article on “War 
and the New TestamenV quoted with approval by the 
Rev Ch Co revon in the Jomnal leh^tettx of Neuchatel, 
November 14th 
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conjuror in ideas “ Nothing in my hands—nothing 
up my sleeves The great trick is to extract 
from any given idea its precise contrary—war 
from the Sermon on the Mount, or, like 
Professor Ostwald, the military dictatorship of 
the Kaiser from the dream of an intellectual 
internatioiidlisin I’Of such conjtnrors these thingjj 
arc but child s play ^ 

Let us expose them, by examining the words 
of this Di Ostwald, who has appeared during 
tl^ last few months as the Baptist of the Gospel 
of the spiked helmet 

Here is the Idol to begin with —Kultur {inade 
in Germany) with a captiat K '^lectili^nc et dc 
quaUe pointes comme un chevel de fnse^ as Miguel 
de Unamuno wrote to me All around are little 
gods, the children of its <loins Kulturstaat^ 
A ultm bund, Kulturimpenum 

‘ / am now ' (if is the voice of Ostwald^) ‘ going 
to explain to you the great sectet of Germany JPe, 
Of ravher the Germanic rate, have dneovered the 
fat or of Organisation Othu peoples still hoe undtr 
the regime of* uHi^iduahi^m while we arc under 
that of Organisation The stage of Organisation is 
a n ore advanced stage of civtk$eUton'^ 

Id a dechiation to the editor of the Swedish papei 
Dagen 
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It IS surely clear that, like those missionaries 
who, in order to carry the Christian faith to 
heathen peoples, secure the co operation of a 
squadron and a landing party whichjiftraightway 
establish m the idolatrous country commercial 
stores protected by a ring of cannon, permai) 
intelligence cannot without ^elishness keep hei 
treasures to herself She is obliged to share 
them 

Get many vishes to o^asiise Em ope Jot But ope 
has hitherto not been organised WtUu us eyery thing 
tends to ehat from each individual Jhe maxttml 
output in the dtrediott most fax ourahle for society ^ 
That for us is liberty in its highest form ’ 

We may well pau^e to marvel at this way of 
talking about human ^‘•culture" as though it were 
a question of asparagus ind artichokes Of this 
happiness, and these advantages this maximal 
output, this market garden culture, this liberty 
of artichoKes subjected to a judicious forcing 
process, Professor Ostwald does not wish to 
deprive the other peoples of I urope As they 
are so unenlightened as not tu with 

enthusiasm 

“ War will them partiapate in the form of 

this orgaaisatiOB \n our cnnlisaiion 

Thereupon the chemist philosopher, who is also 
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1*1 his leisure hours a politician and a strategist, 
sketches in bold outline the picture of the vie 
tones of Gattniany and a remodelled Europe 
—a Unit^M^^ of Europe under the pater 
nal scep(m of his mailed Kaiser England 
crus)f|d, Eraote di^m^« and Russia dismem- 
bereef coUeagtur HailMtipil eompletes this 

joyous ixpQsi hy dividing Belgium, the British 
Empire, and the North of France^like Perrelte 
of the fable before hei pitch* r broke Unfortu 
n|[tely neither Haeckel nor Ostwald tell us if 
their plan for the establishment of this higher 
civilisation included the destructioe of the Halle 
of Ypre% of the Library jsit Louvain» of the 
Cathedral at Rheims After all thnste conquests, 
divisions, and devastations, let us not overlook this 
wonderful sentence of which Ostwald certainly 
did not realise the sinister buffoonery, worthy 
of a Mohfeie “You know that I am a pacifist*’ 
However far the high priests of a cult may 
allow their emotion to carry them, their pro 
fession of faiih still retains a certain diplomatic 
reserve which d< e«? not hamper their followers 
Thus the Kulturmenscheu But the 7eal of their 
Levites must frequently disturb the seremty 
of Moses and Aaron —Haeckel and Ostwald— 
by ^tj intemperate frankhei$d^ I do not know 

lU ( 



The Idols 


what they think of the article of Thomas Mann 

which appeared in the November number of the 

Neue RundscJmu *‘Gedankert im Kri^” Buft 

1 do know what certain French inl^Mnuals will 

think of It Germany iMlld Mt them a 

more terrible weapon ^amet ^ 

In an access of prt<le and exasperated 

fanaticism Mann employs his envenomed pen to 

justify the worst accusatusns that have been made 

against Germany While an Ostwald endeavours 

to identify the cause of Kultur with that of 

civilisation, Mann proclaims ‘*They have nothing 

in common The present war is that of Kultur 

(i e of Germany) against civilisation And 

pushing this outragaous boast of pride to the 

point of madness, he defines civilisation as Reason 

(Vernunfty Aufklarung^ Gentleness {SttUgung^ 

^anftigunif), Spirit {Gffst, Aufiosung), and 

Kultur as * a spiritual organisation of the world 

which does not exclude bloody savagery 

Kultur is ‘ the sublimation of the demonidcal ” 

{die Subhmterung de^ Damonnchen) It li 

“above morality,above leaaon, and ubove"Science ” 
* ^ 

While Ostwald and Haeckel see m militarism 

merely an arm or instrument pf which Kultur 

makes use to secure virtoiy, Thomas Mann affirms 

that Kultur and MIQtansm are brothers—their 
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ideal IS the same, their aim the same, their prm 
ciple the same Their enemy is peace, is spirit 
(“yicr, Getsi tsi zivil^ zst burgefltch ”) He finally 
dares to u1fe;Qribe on his own and his country s 
banner the words, “Law i^ the friend of the 
weak , it would reduce the ^prld to a level War 
brings out strength J 

ft 

Dm Genets tst der Freund des Sch lachen 

Mochte gem die Welt verflae^ten 

Aber dvr Krie^ Usst jiie hr<\^t etsvheinen 

» 

In this criminal glorification of violence, 
Thomas Mann himself been surpassed 

Ostwald preached the victory of Kultur, if 
necessary by horce,^ Mann proved that Kultur 
IS 1 orce Some one was needed to cast aside 
the last veil of reserve and s^y “Force alone 
All else be silent” We have read extracts 
from the cynical article m which Maximilian 
Harden, treating the desperate efforts of his 
Government to excuse the violation of Belgian 
neutrality feeble lies, dared to write 

‘ Why on earth all this fuss ? Might cteates ouk 
Right Did a powerful man ever submit himself 
to the crazy pfilknswns or to the judgment of a 
band of weaklings ? * 

What a testimony to the n:\adness into which 



The Idols 


» 


German intelligence has been precipitated by 
pride and struggle, and to the moral anarchy 
of this Empire, whose orgamsatton is imposing 
only to the eyes of those who do n^^see farther 
than the fa9adel JV^ho cannot see the weak 
ness of a Goverriment which gags its socialist 
press and yet tolerates such an insulting con 
tradiction as thisf Who dpcs not see that 
such words defame Germany before the whole 
world for centuries to come? These miserable 
intellectuals imagine that with their display of 
infuiiatcd Nietzcheism and Bismarckism they 
are acting heroically and impressing the world 
They meiely disgus% it They wish to be be 
licved People are only too ready to believe 
them The whole of Germany will be made 
responsible for the dehrmm of a few ^^rlters 
Germany will one day realise she has had no 
more deadly enemy than her own intellectuals 


I write here without piejudice, fpr I am cer 
tainly not proud of out French intellectuals 
The Idol of Rac^ car of Civilisation, or of 
I atinity, whicli they m gUSttiy abuse, does not 
satisfy me I do not hke any idol—not even 
that of Humanity But at any rate those to 
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which my country bows down are less dangerous 
Tliey are not aggressne and moreover, there 
remaihs isven in the most fanatical of our in 
telIecttnft#’*lL baws of natit'o cotnrtion sense of 
which tte Germans of whom I have just spoken 
seem to have lost all tradST*^ But it must be 
admitted that on ‘meither side have they brought 
'^llbnour to the caifSe of reason, which they have 
not been able to protect against the winds of 
violence and folly There is#a saying of Emer 
which IS applicable to their failure 
** more rare in any man than an 

act of his *' 

Their acts and thew writings have come to 
them from others, from outside, from public 
opinion, blind and menacing 1 do not wish to 
condemn those who have been obliged to remain 
silent either because they are in the armies, or 
because the censorship whicn rules, in countries 
involved in war has imposed silence upon them 
But the unheard of weakness with which the 
leadeis of thought have everywhere abdicated to 
the collective madness has certainly proved ther 
lack of character 

Certain somewhat paradoxical passages m my 
own wntings have caused ue at limes to be 
styled an anti intellectual, an absurd charge to 
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bring against one who has given his life to the 
worship of thought But it is true th^t Intel 
lectualism. has often appeared to n mere 

cancatore of Thought—-Thought^ de 

formed, and petrified, powerless, to 

dominate the draioa of life, but even tf> under 
stand it And the events' of to day have prpved 
me more in the right than 1 wished to 
The intellectual lives too much m tjue realm 
of shado\ys, of idea^ ideas have no existence 
in themselves, but only through the hopei| 
experiences which can fill^ 
cither summaries, or hy potheses ^ for what 

has been or will hesi' ^c^nyenient or necessary 
formula® ' One can rot and act without 

them, but the > evil I3 tha| people ^ make them 
into oppressive rcatitif No one contributes 
more ter this than the intellectual, whose trade 
it IS to handle them, who, biassed by his pro 
fession, IS always tempted to subordinate reality 
to them Let thefe supcivene a collective 
passion v^Unch com|J^etes< his bhn^esb, and it 
will lie cast ift the, torm of the idea adneh can 

r w 

best serve its purpose it transfers its life blood 
to that idea, an(Lthe ^i^^a^naaguifies ind gloiifies 
it m tuftif Nothing Is more long lived in a 
man than a phantom which his own mind has 
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created, a phantom in which are combined the 
madness of his heart and the madness of his 
head Hence the intellectuals in the present 
crisis have ^ot been overcome by the warlike 
contagion less than others, but they have them 
selves contributed to spreading it I would add 
(for It IS their puni^ment) that they are victims 
of, the contagion for a longer period for whilst 
simple folk constantly submit to the test of 
everyday action and of experience, and modify 
tteir ideas without conscious regret, the intcl 
lectual finds himself bound in the net of his 
own creation and every word that he writes 
draws the bonds tighter Hence while we see 
that in the soldiers of all armies the fire of hate 
IS rapidly dying down and that they already 
fraternise from trench to trench, the writers 
redouble their furious arguments We can easily 
prophesy that when the remembrance of this 
senseless war has passed awa> among the people 
Its bitterness will still be smouldering in the 
hearts of the intellectuals 

Who shall break the idols? Who shall open 
the eyes of their fanatical followers ? Who shall 
make them understand that no god of their 
minds, religious or secular, ha^ the right to force 
himself on other human beings—even he whp 
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seems the most worthy—or to despise them? 
Admitting that your KuUur ^ on German soil 
produces this sturdiest and most abut^dant human 
crop, who has entr^sted to < you tl^jj^ssion of 
cultivating * other lainds ? CulttvatS Qwn 

garden We will cultivate ours T^ere a 
sacred flower for whrch I ^rTvould give all the 
products of your artiflcial cufture It is the wild 
Violet of Liberty You -do not care about it 
You tread it under foot But it will not die 
It will live longer than your masterpieces gf 
barrack and hot-house It is not afraid of the 
wind It has btfaved other tempests than that 
of to-day It grows under brambles and under 
dead leaves Intellectuals of Germany, intel 
lectuals of France, labour and sow on the fields 
of your own ^minds respect those of others 
Before ogamstng the world you have enough 
to do to organise youi own private world Try 
for a moment to forget your ideas and behold 
yourselves And above all, look at us Champions 
of Kultur and of Civilisation, of the Germanic 
races and of Latinity, enemies, fnejids, Igt us look 
one another in the eyes My brotlfer, do you 
not see there a heart ^similar to yoi^r own, with 
the same hope$, the same egoism, and the same 
heroism and power of dream which for ever 
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refashions it^ gossamer web ? Vots tu pas que tu 
es mot ? said the old Hugo to one of his 
enemies 

The true man of culture is not he who makes 
of himself and his ideal the centre of the universe^ 
but who looking around him sees, as in the sky 
the stream of the Milky Way, thousands of little 
flames which flow ^ith his own and who seeks 
neither to absorb them nor to impose upon them 
his own course, but to give himself the religious 
Pl^suasion of their value and of the common 
source of the fire by which all alike are fed 
Intelligence of the mmd is nothing without that 
of the heart It is nothing also without good 
sense and humour—good sense which shows to 
every people and to every being their place in the 
universe—and humour which is the critic of 
misguided reason, the soldier who, following the 
chariot to the Capitol, reminds Caesar in his hour 
of triumph that he is bald 

Jom nal dt Lnnt uc Dec embei 4, 1914 
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IX 

FOR EUROPE 

MANIFESIO OF THF VVRITFRS AN» THiNKBRb Ot 

CATALONIA 

National passions ar6 truimphant For 
months they have rent Our Furope They think 
they will soon have compassed its destruction 
and effaced its image tn the hearts of the last of 
these who remain faithful to it But they are 
mistaken They have renewed the faith that we 
had in it They have made us recognise its value 
and our love And from one country to anothei 
we have discovered our unknown brothers, sons 
of the same mother, who in the hour when she 
IS denied, consecrate themselves to her defence 
To day, it is from Spam that the voice i caches 
us fiom the thinkers of Catalog® Let us 
pass on their appeal which comes to us from the 
shores of the Mediterranean, like the sound of a 
Christmas bell Another day the bells of Northern 
Europe will be heard in their turn And soon 
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all will mg together in unison The test is good 
Let us be thankful Those who desired to sepa 
rate us have joined our hands 

R R 

December- * 1914 *^ 

MANIFESTO OF THE FRlENDy^F 
THE MORAL UNITY (?V EUROPE 

A number of literary and scientific men at 
Barcelona, as far removed from amorphous inter 
nationalism on the one hand as from mere 

m 

parochialism on the other, have banded them 
selves together to affirm thetr unchangeable belief 
tn the moral unity f Euiopey and to further this 
belief as far as the suffocating conditions resulting 
from the present tragic ciicumstances permit 

We set out from the principle that the terrible 
war which to day is rending the feeart of this 
Europe of ours is, by implication, a Civil War 

A civil war does not exactly mtean an unjust 
war, still, it can only be justified by a conflict 
between great ideals, and if we desire the triumph 
of one or Jhe other of these ideals, it must be 
for the sake of the entire European Common 
wealth and its general well being None of the 
belligerents, therefore, can be allowed to aim at 
the complete destruction of its opponents, and 
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it IS evet) less degitimate to start out £t>m the 
criminal hypothesis that one or another of the 
parties is de facta already excluded from this 
superior commonwealth ^^ 

Yet we have seen with palil ftSertions such 
as tl?»sp approved and deliriously spread abroad , 
and not'always jRnongst common people, or by 
the voices of those who speafi not with authority 
For three months it seemed as if our ideal 
Europe were shipwrecked, but a reaction is 
making its appearance already A thousand 
indications assure us that, in the world of intelfect 
at any rate, the winds are quietenmg down, and 
that m the best minds the eternal values will 
soon spring up once more 

It IS our purpose to assist in this reaction, to 
contribute to making it known, and, as far as 
we are able, to ensure its triumph We are not 
alone We have with us in every quarter of 
the world the ardent aspirations of far sighted 
minds, and the unvoiced wishes of thousands of 
men of good will, who, beyond their sympathies 
and personal prdfeiences, are determined to 
remain faithful to the cause ol^ this moral 
unity 

And above all we have, nr the far distant future 
the appreciation of the men who to morrow will 
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applaud this modest work to which we are devot 
ing ourselves to day 

We will begin by giving the greatest possible 
publicity lo» ^h^se actions, declarations, and 
manifestatibbs ^Whether they emanate from 
belligerent or Astral nations—in which tjja^effort 
of reviVih|[^tiJgLfeeliflg of a higher unity and a 
genero^uH aHtvSSm^laay ^come apparent Later 
we shall be able to extend our^activities and place 
them at the service of new enterprises We 
dejpand nothing moie of our friends of our press 
and of our fellow cituens than a littte attention 
for these qiuckenings of reality a little respect 
for the interests of a higher humanity, and a 
little love for the great traditions and the rich 
possibilities of a ttntfied Europe 

bARCELONA, 27 1914 

Eu( I NIO D Ors, Member of the Institute , 
Manui l dl MontoliO Author, Aurelio Ras 
Director of the Review Lstudto ^ AuousriN 
MuRtJA, IJniveisity Professor, TellSFORO Db 
Akanzadi,* University Professor, MiGUEL S 
Oliver, Juan Palau, publicist Pablo Vila 
Director of Mont dOr College , Enrique Jardi 
Barrister, E MesslguER, pubi t »st, Cai mln 
Kv.rk, Director of the Residencia de Estudtantes 
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V/ Ilogar, Es^lban Terradfs, Member of the 
Institute JOSF ^ULUrrA, Member of Pailiament, 
U JORi, Author, FunALDo Duran Revnals, 
Librarian of Bihliotecu dc Ca/aiuf^ , Rafai-l 
CAMPAX.ANS, Engineer, J K* I/iPFz Pico, 
Author, R Ruoabado, AuthWAj E Cuelto 
Calou, University PfQfessor^ 

I os Professor of the Stcuiif^ , 

J Farran Mayoral, Author, Mass6 

Torrents, Member of the Institute, JoKGF 
Rulio Balac UER, Diiector of the hiblioteca de 
Cataluna 

7 ;anslak Jpom the Spirit by R h 
Journal dc i emve^ | inuiry 9 1915 
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I OR EUROPE 

AN APPIj.\L I ROM HOLLAND TO THE INTELLECTUAI OF 

ALL NATIONS 

In a recent article, in which I pnt before the 
readers of the Journal de Geneve the fine mam 
festa of the Catalonian intellectualb ‘ For the 
Moral* Unity of Europe,” I stated that after this 
appeal from the Mediterranean South I would 
make known those of the North Amongst the 
latter here is the voice of Holland — 

The Nederlandsihe Anft Gorlog Raad (Dutch 
Anti War Council) is perhaps the most important 
attempt that these last months has seen to unify 
pacifist thought Whilst recognisin]^ the value of 
what been done for some years past in favour 
of peace, tjlfo N A O R is convinced that “ all this 
work could have been much more effective and 
could evftn have prevented the present catas 
trophe, if it had been better taken m hand * 
There has been lack of co operatiCFn, wastage of 
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energy, lack of penetration to the mass of the 
people The problem is to discover if this internal 
defect cannot be remedied ** Will the world wide 
tragedy of rivalry continue even inside the pacifist 
movement, or will this war teach those who are 
fighting against it the necessity of a^n energetic 
organization and preparation H ” 

To this task the N A O R is devoting itself 
Founded on Octoben 8, 1914, it had suc¬ 
ceeded by January 15th in securing the adhesion 
of 350 Dutch societies (official, political, of 
parties, religious, intellectual, labouf), and its mam 
festoes brought together the signatures of ipore 
than a hundred of the most illustrioiu? Hatties 
of the Netherlands—statesmen, prelates, officers, 
writers, professors, artists, business njien, etc It 
therefore represents a considerable moral force 
Let It be said at once that the N A O R does 
not look for an immediate end of the war by a 
peace at any price On the one hand, it declares 
Itself “ It has formed no presumptuous idea of its 
strength, it ^as no naive confidence in vague 
peace formulae, nor even in well degii|i mutual 
obligations The universal war of tovdat^ ha 4 alas ' 
taught it much in this respect also ” And, more 
over. It is qiute aware that a peace at any price, 
^under present (:oxiditions, would only be a conse 
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cration of injustice The great public meetings 
which it has organised on December i 3th m the 
chief towns qf ll^e Nethcilmds have unanimously 
declared tl^at such a peace seemed neither 
possible nor even desirable I VUl add that 
certain of articles of the N A O R suggest, 
with all the Reserve necessitated by its attitude 
of neutrality and its profound desire for impar 
tiality, the dirj^tion of its suppressed sympathies 
EspeciallJ^h^ following — 

^ To repair the harm done by this war to the 
|)restige of law in international relations To 
bow before the law, whether custom iry or codified 
in treaties diit>, even where sanction is want 
ing Reform will be in vim if there is not 
respect for law, and nations refuse t(i keep their 
word, a durable peace is out of the question ’ 

The object of the N A O R is especially to 
study the conditions in whieh we can realise a 
just humane, ind durable peace which will secure 
for Lurope a long futuie of fruitful tranquillity 
and of common work, and to interest the public 
opinio of all nations in securing such a peace 
I cannot ^analyse here, owing to lack of space, the 
various public manifestoes, the Appeal to the People 
of Holland (October 1914), or the Appeal for 
Co operation and the Pfeparation of Peace^ a kind 
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of attempt to mobilise the pacifist armies (Novem¬ 
ber) The latter of these contains Ideas which 
agree in many cases with those df the Umon 
Democrat^ Contrdt (the abolition of |pcret diplo- 
mocy, and a larger control of foreign affairs by 
Parliamentsprohibition of sfiedift idmament 
industries, the establishment of tfie elmnentary 
principle of international law, that no eoentry 
shall be annexed without the freely 

expressed, of the population) I content 
myself here with publishing the manifesto 
dressed to the thinkers, writers, artists, and 
scientists of all nations In this ma#ifosto we 
shall iin*d support for the tasks wiilfeh our¬ 
selves have undertaken m working to keep the 
thought of Europe sheltered from the ravages of 
the war, and in continually recalling it to the 
recognition of its highest duty, which is, even in 
the worst storms of passion, to safeguard the 
spiritual unity of civilizt-d humanity 

R R 

February 7 19x5. 

NEDERLANDSCHE ANTI 0 < 5 R‘L 0 C 1 

RA^D ^ 

Immediately after the European war had 
^roken out, several groups of intellectuals be 
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longing to the warring nations have advocated 
the justice of their country’s cause in manifes 
togs and pamphlets, uhich they have scattered 
in great numbers throughout the neutral states * 
And this still goes on sicte by side with the 
war of the sword a no less vehement war is 
carried on with the pen 
Those writings have also reached us, the 
undersigned, all subjects of a neutral state We 
have read them with the greatest interest, as 
#they enable us to form a clear opinion not only 
of the frame of mind brought about by the 
outbreak of the war among the intellectuals of 
the warring naiions, but also of the opinions 
they hold about the causes and the natuie of 
the present war 

It has not surprised us neutrals to see that 
the Spokesmen of the opposing nations are 
equ illy convinced of the justice of their cause 
Neither has it surprised us that those spokes¬ 
men evince such a strong inclination to advocate 
tjwr rights before the neutral States Indeed, in 
sifc 1 |i ^rnble struggle it is a psychologic 
netessity for all the nations concerned that 

The famous ‘Appeal to the Civilised Nations” had 
been sent out shortly before this ibe ninety three German 
intellectuals 
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they'should believe implicitly in the justice of 
their cause, they must ardently desire to testify 
to their faith before others Only an unshak-* 
able confidence in the absolute justice# of their 
cause can keep them from wavering or despairing 
during the gigantit struggle 
But we have perceived with great sorrow that 
the greater part of those writings are absolutely 
lacking in the slightest effort to be just towards 
opponents, that the meanest and most malicious 
motives are ascribed to them ' 

We respect the conviction of every one of the 
warring nations that they are fighting for a just 
cause Bven if we should have formed an 
opinion about the origin of the war, we should 
yet not think the present a fit moment to oppose 
different opinions or arg iments to each other 
This should be the work of the future, when 
scientific research will he able to consider all the 
facts quietly when national passions will have 
subsided and the nations will -listen with more 
composure to the verdict of history * 

Yet we think it our duty and we consider If 
a privilege given to tis as neutrals 'to utter a 
serious warning gainst the systematic rousing 
of a lasting bitterness between the now warring 
parties 
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Though fully aware that the late events have 
irritated the feeling of nationality to the utmost, 
yet we believe that patriotism should not prevent 
any one fiom doing justice to the character of 
one s enemy, that faith in the virtues of one^s 
own nation need not be coupled with the idea 
that all vices are inherent in the opposing nation , 
that confidence in the justice of one’s own cause 
should not make one forget that the other side 
cherishes that conviction with the same energy 
Besides no one should forget that the question 
** W hat nations will be enemies ? ” depends on 
political lelations, which vary according to un¬ 
expected circumstances Todays enemy may 
be to morrow s friend 

The tone, in which of late not only the papers 
to which we referred higher up but also the 
newspaper press of the warring nations has 
written about the enemy threatens to arouse 
and to perpetuate the bitterest hatied 

To the evils directly resulting from the war, 
will be added the regrettable consequence that 
co operation between the belligerent nations in 
art, science, and all other labours of peace will 
be delayed for some time, nay, even made 
quite impossible Yet the time will come after 
this war, when the nations will have to resume 
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some foim of intercourse, social as well as 
spiritual 

The fewer fierce accusations have beer! breathed 
on either side, the less one nation has attacked 
the character of the other ^ lO shprlj the less 
lasting bitterness has been roused, so much the 
easier will it be afterwards to take up again the 
broken threads of international intercourse 

This rousing of hatred and Ijitterness is also 
an impediment m the way that leads our thoughts 
towards peace 

Every one who in woid or writing rails at 
the enemy or excites national passions Is lespon- 
sible for the longer duration of this hordble war 

Therefore, we the undersigned, appeal to all 
those of the same mind, especially among those 
belonging to the warring nations, to co operate 
for this purpose that m word and writing 
everything be avoided that may rouse lasting 
animosity 

We especially address this appeal to those 
who influence public opinion m their own country, 
to men of science and to artists, to those who 
long ago have realised that m all ciyilised 
countries there are men and women with the 
same notions of justice and morality as they 
have themselves 
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May the representatives of all countrifes— 
siecording to the saying of a Dutch statesman 
—remember what unites* them and not only 
what sepiirates them * 

Signed —H C Div^ss^LHU^ s, Secretary 

General of the Ministry of Justice, President of 
the N A O R J H Sciiapeu, member of the 
Second Chambei, Vtct President Madame M 
Asser Tiiorbeke, secretary of the Dutch 
League for Women’s Suffrage Professoi Dr 
D VAN Embden, Professor of the law at 
Amsterdam Dr KOOLEN, member of the 
Second Chamber V H Rutgers, member of 
the Second Chamber Baron de Jong v\n 
Beek en Done, Set^retary of the N A O R 
(and also subscribed to by 130 politicians, 
intellectuals, and artists, including Pkederik van 
E l DEN, Will EM Mengelblkg, etc ) Bureau 
Theresiastraat, 51, The Hague 

Journal de Crcnc /f, February 5, 1911; 
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LETTER ro FREDERIK VAN EEDEN 

January 12^ I915 

My dear Friend, 

You offer me the hospitality of youi* ^ 
paper De Amsteidaimner I thank you an^ 
accept It IS good to take ones stand with tliose 
free souls who resist the t^nrestramed fury of 
national passions In this hideous struggle, with 
which the conflicting peoples are rending Europe, 
let us at least preserve our flag, and rally round 
that Wc must re create European opinion That 
IS oui first duty Among these millions who are 
only conscious of being Germans, Austrians, 
Fienchmen, Russians English, etc, let us strive 
to be 7 nen^ who, rising above the selfish aims of 
short-lived nations do not loose sight of the 
interests of civilisation as a whole—that civilisa¬ 
tion which each race mistakenly identifies with 
Its own, to destroy that of the others, I wish 
your noble country,* which has always preserved 

Holland 
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Its political and moral Independence among the 
great surrounding states, could become the heart 
of this ideal Europe we believe in—the hearth 
round which^ shall gather all those who seek to 
rebuild her 

Everywhere there are men who think thus 
though they are unknown one to another Let 
us get to know them Let us bring together each 
and all Here I would introduce to you two 
important groups, one from the Noith and one 
from the South—the Catalonian thinkers who 
have formed the society of Amis de VUniti 
Morale de I Europe at Barcelona—I send you 
their fine appeal and the Union of Democratic 
Control founded in London and inspired by 
indignation against this European war, and by 
the firm deteimination to render it impossible 
for the diplomatists and militarists to inaugurate 
another I am ha\ing the programmes and the 
first publications sent to >ou This Union whose 
general Council contains members of Parliament, 
and authors like Norman Angell, Israel Zangwill, 
and Vernon Lee, has already formed twenty 
branches in towns in Great Britain 

Let us try and unite permanently all such 
organisations, though each has its racial charac 
teristics and pe^^uhanties, for ail aim at le estab 
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lishing the peace of Europe as best they may 
With them let u§ take stocjk of our united 
resources Then we can act 

IK * 

What shall we do ? Try to put an end to the 
struggle? It IS no use thinking of that now 
The brute is looser and the Governments have 
succeeded so well m spreading hatred and violence 
abroad that even if they wished they could not 
bring It back again into control The dama|je 
is irreparable It is possible that the neutral 
countries of Europe and the United States of 
America may decide one day to interfere, and 
endeavour to put an end to a war which, if it 
continued indefinitely, would threaten to rum 
them as well as the belligerents But I do not 
know what one must expect from this too tardy 
intervention 

In any case I see another outlet for our activity 
Let the war be what it may—we can no longer 
intervene , but at least we must try to make the 
scourge productive of as little evil and as much 
good as possible And in order to do this we 
must get public opinion all the world over to see 
to It that the peace of the future shalj be just, that 
the greed of the conqueroi (^whoever jt may be; 
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and the-intrigues of diplomacy, do not make it 
the seed of a new war of revenge, and that the 
moral crimes committed in the past are not 
repeated or allowed to stain yet darker the record 
of humanity That is hy I hold the first article 
of the Union of Democratic Control as a sacred 
principle “ No Province shall be transferred from 
one Government to another without the consent 
by plebiscite of the population of such province 
We must oppose those odious maxims which 
haye weighed too long on the populations they 
enslave ^ich quite recently Profe^soi Lasson 
dared to repeat ^is a tlireat for the future, in lus 
^nical Catechism of Poice Kultundeal und 
der Krieg) ^ 

And this principle must be proposed and 
adopted at once without any delay If we waited 
to announce it until—the war being over—the 
congress of the Powers were n scmbled, we should 
be suspected of wishing to make justice serve the 
interest of the conquered It is now, when the 
forces of the two sides are equal, that we must 

To let a people he said, or still more a fi action of a 
people decide international questions for instance, which 
state shall control them, is as good as making the children 
of a house vote for then fathci It < the most ridiculous 
fallacy that human wit lus ever indented ’ 
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establish this primordial right which -soars over 
all the ^armies t 

From this ^principle we can deduce an im 
mediate application Since ktsfi ii^hole of Europe 
IS disorganized let us profit by it to set in order 
this untidy house * For a long ti*nie injustices 
have been accumulating The mon^ent of settling 
the general account will be an opportunity of 
rectif>nng them The duty of all of us who feel 
for the brotherhood of tiWinkmd isjto stand for 
the rights of the small nations There are^some 
in both camps Schleswig^ TLdrraine, 

Poland, the Baltic nations, Atl^enia, the Jewish 
people At the begannjng of the war Russia made 
some generous promises We have registered 
them m our minds, let her not forget them • We 
are as determined ^about Poland, torn by the 
claws of three imperial eagles, as we are about 
Belgium crucified We remember all It is 
because our fathers obsessed by then narrow 
realism and by selfish fears, let the rights of the 
people of Eastern Europe be violated, that to day 
the West is shattered, and the sword hangs over 
the small nations, over you my friends, as over 
the country which is befriending me, Switzerland 
Whoever harms one of us harms all the others 
Let us unite* Above all race questions, which 
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aie for the most part a mask behind which pride 
crouches and the interests of the financial or 
aristociatic classes dissemble, there is a law of 
humanity, cternai and universal, of which we are 
all the ser\ants and j:juardians, it is that of the 
right of a people to rule themselves And he 
who Molatcs shill be the enemy of all 

R R 

/)(> Amyferdamvur U cckblad oor NuUrhind^ J'lniuiy 
2^ 1915 
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ol’R ’<itrcnnoiRC the EN;Ei»fy 

March 15, 1915 

While Ihc war tempest i'ij?es, uprootii^ the 
strongest souls and diagging them along in its 
furious cyclone I continue mv humble pilgrimage, 
trying to discover beneath the ruins the rare 
hearts who have remained faithful to the old ideal 
of human fraternity What % sad joy I have in 
collecting and helping them ’ 

I know that each ot their efforts—like mine,— 
that each of their words of love, rouses and turns 
against them the hostility of the two hostile camps 
The combatants, pitted against each other, agree 
in hating those who refuse to hate Europe is 
like a besieged town Fever is raging Whoever 
will not rave like the lest is suspected \nd in 
these hurried times when justice cannot wait to 
study evidence, every suspect is a traitor Who¬ 
ever insists, in the midst of war, on defending 
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pealrt^'Umong men knows that he risks his own 
peace, his reputation, his friends for his belief 
But of what value is a belief for which no risks 
are run ? « 

Certainly it is put to the test in these days, 
when every day brings the echo of violence, 
injttstice, and new cruelties But was it not still 
more tried w'^hen it was entrusted to the fishermen 
of Judea by him whom humanity pretends to 
honour still—with iW lipis more than with its 
heart? The rivers of blood the burnt towns 
all the atrocities of thought and action, will never 
efface m our tortured souls the luminous track of 
the Galilean barque nor the deep vibrations of 
the great voices which from across the centuries 
proclaim reason as mans true home You choose 
to forget them and to say (like many writers of 
to day) that this war will begin a new era in the 
history of mankind a reversal of former values 
and that from it done v\ill future progress be 
dated That is always the language of passion 
Passion passes away Reason remains—reason 
and love let ub continue to search for their 
young shoots amidst the bloody rums 

I feel the same joy when I find the fragile and 
valiant flowers of human pity piercing th^ icy 
crust of hatred that covers Europe, as we feel 
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in these chilly March days when we see the fitpt 
flowers appear above the soil They sshow that 
the warmth of life persists beloflh the surface of 
the earth, that fraternal love persists below the 
surface of the nations, and that soon nothing will 
prevent it rising ^gain 

I have on several occasions shown how the 
neutral countries hare become the refuge of this 
European spirit, which seems driven from the 
belligerent countries by the artnies of the pen, 
more savage than the others because they i^k 
nothing Ihc efforts made in Holland or in 
Spam to save the moral unity of Europe the 
burning charity and untiring help that Switzerland 
lavishes on prisoners, on vounded on victims of 
both sides, are a great comfott to oppressed souls, 
who in every country arc suffocating in the 
atmosphere of hatred forced on them, and who 
look for puier nir But T find still more beautiful 
and touching the signs of fraternal aid between 
friends and enemies in belligerent countiies, 
however rare and feeble they may be 

If theie are two countries between"*which the 
present war seems specially to have created an 
abyss of hatred and misunderstanding, they are 
England and Germany The writers and pub 
heists of Germany, whose orders are to profess 
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for Prance rather sympathy and compassion 
than animosity, and who are e\en constrained to 
distinguish bets\een the people and the Govern 
merit of Katssia have \owed eternal hatred 
against England Hasse England has become 
their Dclcndn Ca^ihage The most moderate 
declaic that the strug^c cannot be ended ex 
cept by the dLstiuclion of the Scfhensrhaft 
t^naval supicnncv; of l>iilam And Great Britain 
lb not less determined to conlin le the conflict 
^tii Gcimm militiiisjn Ins been totally eradt 
caled Yet it is p eci e’) between these tvio 
nations that the ni)ble«t bonds of mutual assist 
aiice for the misfoi^-iineb of the enem> have been 
formed and maintained 

Two days after the declaiation of war there 
was founded in London by the Arehbishop of 
Cinterbur> and b> well known persons such as 
J Allen Bakci, M P tin i<’^ht Hon W II 
Dickinson MP, lord and L dy Courtnej of 
Pen with, the F mi t^^ncy Cvmmiihc fot the Assist 
anct. of Instrians and Hungai tans in 

Dntrvss Ihis work which aflccts a large part 
of England, consists in pi>ing the repatiiatjon 
expenses of destitute civilians of aecompanying 
German women and gtils on their return jour 
ney, of securing hospitality in jamilies for poor 


1 
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Germans and^ finding work for them By the 
end of December almost ;^io,ooo had been 
spent in this way Several sub committees. 
Visit »Piisoners’ Camps, facilitate coyespondence 
between the belligerent nations ^or undertake, 
for Christmas to convey to interned ahenr 
enemies more than 20,000 parcels and 200 
Christmas trfees Anothei English society, already 
in existence before the wai, the Society of 
Friends of Foreigners, in Distress, regularly looks 
after 1,800 German and Austrian famihe^ 
Finally, the Central Buieau (London) of the 
International Union of Women Suffrage Societies 
has rendered great service to foieigners pa>ing 
for the return journey of between seven and 
eight thousand womert 

In Germany there has been founded at Berlin 
a similar Bureau for giving information and 
assistance to Geinians abioad and to foreigners 
in Govm^wy {^uskunfh undHilfsstcllc fur Deutsche 
tm Audand und Auslcendtj in Deutschland) 
Amongst its members may be noted aristo 
cratic names, and persons well known in the 
religious and academic world Frau Mane von 
Bulow Moerlins, Helene Grsefin Harrach, Nora 
Fr^in von Schleinitz Professors W Foerster 
D Baumgarten, Paul Natorp, Martin Rade» 
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SiqginuTid JSchultze, etc At its head is a lady 
of deep religious feeling, Dr Tlisabeth Rotten 
As will be readily imagined, an undertaking of 
this kind haas not failed to evoke suspicion and 
opposition in nationalist quarters But it has 
emerged successful and persists , and here are 
the teims in which it justifies its high mission 
against the ravings of German Chaff nnism 
‘ Since the Ijcgmning of the war we ha\e 
recognised tlie, obligation to interest ourselves in 
the welfare of foreigners stranded in Germany 
Efforts such as ouis are as unpopular in our 
country as in other countries At a time when 
the whole German people is engaged in resist 
ing the enemy» it seems supeifluous to render 
to those who belong to foreign countries more 
than minimum services to which they are 
legally entitled But it i not only the thought 
of our kinsmen abroad whi'^h urges us to this 
work, It IS our own desire to render friendly 
service {FreHudendttmte) to those who, through 
n«(l»fauU of their own, are in difHculties because 
of he \^ar Even in war time our neighboui is 
be who is in need of our help, -and love for 
one’s enemy (heindcshehe). remains a sign whereby 
those who retain their faith in the LoisiJ'^ay 
recognise one another 
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We have been able to reassure German faoHlies 
as to the lot of their members m ^nemy countries, 
and in return to vouch to v(breigners for the 
fact ^hat their fnends in ^our c#ufitry will be 
able to*rely on us for assistance if they need 
it We have been able to help as neighbours 
INaechstendimsU) innocent enemies, in whom 
we see Iiuilian brothers and sisters Above 
and beyond tbi‘> practical aid» jwe find conso 
lation and comfort lo being ahle freely to 
hearken, even in such times as these, to tBfe 
voice of humanity, and to the command “love 
thy neighbour * The tragedy which bursts over 
the earth on every side, which fills all our being 
with a religious respect for human suffering but 
also strrs our love and self s#>cnficc, enlarges our 
hearts and leaves nc loom except for feelings 
of affirmation and be^ evolent action 

‘ Our desire to help and to alleviate suffering 
knows no frontiers This need is all the moie 
urgent when we find in the sufferings of others 
the traits of what we our elves also suffer Wkat 
unites men goes deeper into our b mg than 
what separates them That vve can tend tlxe 
wounds that we are constrained to deal, and *^hat 
the same is the case in the enemy s country, 
gives promise of the brighter days which will 
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come In the midst of the tempest which 
deetioys all around us so many things which 
we consider worthy of eternal existence, the 
possibility of such action strengthens our courage 
and gives us hope ^at new bridges will be 
rebuilt, on which Ihe men, who now find them 
selves separated willjonce more be closely united 
in a common effort ’ 

I dedicate these noble words to my friends 
amongst the people of France, who have so 
often, by lettei or by message, declared to me 
their sympathy for such thoughts and their 
unchanging faith in humanity I dedicate them 
to all m France who, even m these days, by 
their justice and goodness contribute to make 
their country loved as much as she makes herself 
admired by hei arms—to those who assure her 
of the name which I read with emotion on a 
postcard written yesterday on his way to 
Geneva by a badly wounded German who had 
been repatriated the name of gutes Frankreich^ 
“ good France,” or, as our tender hearted old 
writers used to say “Douce France” 

R R 

I take this opportunity recommending to 
my French readers the publication of Mme 
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Arthur Spitzer (Geneva) Le Paquet du pnsonmer 
de guerre It has contributors iil JPans, and was 
founded irr November **to bring comfort in 
their misery to sudi French, Belgians, and 
English prisoners as can^tiot assisted by their 
families ’ It begs all who wtsh to send a parcel 
to a relation or friend who has been taken 
prisoner, to ‘^end with it, when possible, a similar 
consignment for some other prisoner—one of 
their iellow countrynjen without relations, friends, 
or resources May this noble thought of sok 
darity bq extended Isiter, in more humane times, 
so that whoever helps a prisoner belonging to 
his o^^n country may be willing at the same 
time to help an enemy prisoner • 

R R 


Jour ml di, Gentile Mate iQi:^ 
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A LETTER TO SVENS/CA DAGBLADET OF •• 

SIOCKHOLM 

The European thought of to morrow is with the 
•rmies The furious intellectuals in one camp 
and the other who insult one another do not 
represent it at all The voice of the peoples who 
will return from the war, after having experienced 
the terrible reality, v ill send back into the silence 

I# 

of obscurity these men who have revealed them 
selves as unworthy to be spiritual guides of the 
human race Amongst ^hose who thus retire 
more than one St Peter will then hear the cock 
crow and will weep saying “ Lord, I have denied 
thee »” 

The Svsmka Dm^hladet bent to the principal mtel 
lectuals of Euiope an inquiry on the subject of the results 
which the wii v^rouUl hive * for mternationil collaboration 
in the domain of the spiiit” It asked ^ with anxiety to 
what extent it would be possible once peace was concli^ed 
to establish relations between tl scientists, writers, and 
artists of the different nations ” 
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The destinies of humanity will rwe superior to 
those of all the nations Nothing will be able to 
prevent ih^ reforming of the bonds between the 
thought of the hostile nations Whatever nation 
should stand aside would commit *suicide bor 
by means of these bonds the tide of life is kept 
in motion 

But they have never been completely broken, 
even 'it the height of the war The war has even 
had the sad advantage of grouping together 
throughout the univtrsc the minds who reject 
national hatiecl It has tempered their strengjlh 
It has welded their wills into a solid block Those 
irc mistaken \%lio think ih it the ideals of a ficc 
human fraternity aie it present stifled * They 
ire but silent under the gag ot military (and civil) 
dictation which reigns thiou^hout Europe But 
tlic gig will fall anil they will burst forth with 
explosive force I am agonised by the sufferings 
of millions of innocent victims, sacrificed to-day 
on the field of bittle but 1 have no anviety for 
the future unity of European society It will be 
realised anew The wai of to day is its baptism 
i.)f blood 


\piil lo 1915 
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Tht intellectuals on both sides ha\e been much 
m^evidence since the beginning of the war, they 
ha\e, indeed, brought so much violence and 
passion to bear upon it that it might almost be 
called their war ’ 

It seems to me, however, that attention has not 
been sufficiently drawn to the fact that, with a 
few conceptions, it is only the voice of the older 
generation that has been heard—the voice of 
Academicians, and Professoren, of distinguished 
members of the press and the universities, ot 
poets established reputations, and the doyens 
of literature, art, and science 

As far as France is concerned the explanation 
of this IS simple nearly all those up to the age 
of forty eight who are able to bear arms are now 
acting instead of talking In Germany the sitiST- 
tion is rather different, since iur various reasons, 
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which I shall not attempt to elucidate much of 
the literary youth of the nation has remanded at 
home, and continues to pubksh books Even 
those who are at the front contrive to send 
articles and poems to the Reviews (for the passion 
for writing dies hard in^^rman>) 

It seems to me to be of tmpoitance to ascertain 
what spiritual currents are influencing the voung 
intellectuals of Germany ^ 


* ^ 


k has been pointdd out that in all county,ts 
the extremest views have been expressed by 
writers who have already passed el mezzo del 
camimno We shall attempt to find the reason 
for this at some later date At present we are 
content again to venfy this fact in the case of 
German writers Almost all the celebrated and 
acknowledged poets, all those who were rich in 
3, ears and m honour, were swept off their feet at 
the beginning of the war And this fact is all 
the more curious because some of them llSd been 
up to that time the apostles of peace, of pity, and 
of humanitarianism Dehmel, the enemy of war, 
the friend of all men, who said that he did not 

* The literary appreciation of the work cited is here 
treated as of secondary importance in order that evidence 
may be discovered with leg^ard to the thought of Germany 
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know to which of the ten nationalities he owed 
his intellect, is now writing Battle Songs {Schlack 
Ufthtder}^ and Songs of the Flag {Ft hnenheder) 
apostrophising the encmj praising and dealing 
^ieath (At fhe age of fifty one he is learning to 
bear arms, and has enlisted against the Russians ) 
Gerhart Hauptmann, whom Frit/ \on (jnruh calls 
‘ the poet of brotherly lave’* has shaken off his« 
neurasthenia, and bids men “ mow down the grass 
vhich drips with blood Fran/ Wedekind is 
pouring out invectives against Czansm I issauei 
against England Arno Ilolz is raving deliriously 
Petzald desires to be in every bullet that enters 
in enemy s heart v\hilst Richaid Nordhauson has 
written an Ode to a Howit/er * 

At first the youngei writers as well were 
possessed with the same nladness for war but, in 
contact with the sufferings they endured and 
inflicted, it quickly disappea ed Frit/ von Unruh 
enlisted is a Uhlan and left ^or the front, crying 
‘ Pans Pans is Qur goiP Since the Battle of 
the Anne, in September he has written “Dcr 
Lamm’ Iamb of God I hui^e seen t/n lool of 
suffering Give us pcatt and rest lead us back to 
the heaten of love^ and s^toe us back oui dead 

See the article of Josef Luitpol Stern, “Dichter, 

Di JVttssen fftatter^ March jgi$ 
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Rudolf Leonhard sang of war at the beginning, 
and la still fighting, on re reading his •poems 
shortly afterwards he wrote on the front 
These wnt^n during the madness tf the first 
zueeks '* That madness has spent itsMfi and only oueL 
strength ts left We shall again win control ovtr 
ountlvez and lozte one another'* Poets, hitherto 
* unknown, are revelled by the cry of compassion 
wrung from their anguished hearts To Andrea 
Pram, who has remained at home, it is a grief 
that he does not suffer, whilst thousands of others 
suffer and die All thy lo >e^ and all thv a^on^ in 
pile of thy ai dent disue^ at ail not to soothe the last 
houi of a Singh man zvho is duntf ]ondi} ** Upon 
Luduig Marcl each minute v\ei hsi a night 
mare — 

Men'^chm in Vot 
liru<lci dir -lot 
Knc i-^l im 1 mil 

The poet who writes under the pseudonym of 
Dr Ovvlglass proposed a new jdeal for Germany, 
on the seventieth anniversary of the biith of 
Nietzsche (October 15th) not the superman, but 
at least—man And Franz \A/erfel realises this 

<r 

ideal in poems thrilling with a. mournful humanity, 
♦which takes part in the sacrament of misery and 
death 
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We are bound together not only by our com 
mon i^mds and deedsy but still more by the dyin^ 
^lanti, t^ last hours, the mortal anguish of the 
breaking Tiea/t And whether fou bow down be 
foie the tyrant, or gaze tiembhng into the beloveds 
countenance oi maik down youi enemy with piii 
less glance think of the -eye that will grow dim, 
of the failing breath, the parched hps and clenched^ 
hands, the final solitude and the bron that glows 
moist in the la^t ai^oni Be kind Ten 
derntss wisdom Jindncss is reason * Wc 
are stiangtis all upon this tarth, and du but to 
be reunited ' ® 

But the one German poet who has written 
tl e sem le^i^nd loftiest words, and preserved m 
the. midst this ^Icmoniacal war an attitude 
worthy* of Goethe, is Hermann Hesse He cort 
tfnues to live At Berne, and sheltered there from 
the moral contagion, he has deliberately kept 
aloof from the combat All will remember his 
noble article in the \i,ue Zurcher Zeitung of 
November 3rd, “ 0 Freunde, nicht diesc lone in 
which he implored the artists and thinkers of 
Europe “to .save what little peace* might yet 
be saved, and not to join with their pens in 


» Hohe Gemeinschaft 
® Fremde sind auf d 
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destro>ing the future of Euiope Since then he 
has written some beiutiful poems, one of which 
an Invocation to Peace, is tnspiied ^th deep 
feeling and clas^fcal simplicity, and will find its 
way to man> an oppressed heart 

Jedei hats gehafet 
Kemer hat's gtsth'tJtzi 
Jedeu hat cler siisse Quell i^eiabt 
O VMC khngt d«i Name Friedt jft/t 

Klingt so fern und l 

Khngt so tianenschuci 

Keinef wciss und 1 ennt uen lag, 

Jedci ‘^chnt ihii \ol \cihne,en liei 

(‘ Lach one possessed it but no qijfe^pficed it 
Like a cool spring it refreshed us What a 
sound the word Peace has for us now ^ 

‘ Distant it sou Js and fearful, and heavy 
with tears No one know'? or can name the day 
for which all sigh with such longing”) 

The attitude of the younger reviews is curious 
for whereas the older, traditional reviews (those 
which correspond to our Re^tit (ip:^ Didr Momk^ 
or our Revue de Pans) are more or less affected 
by military fervour—thus, for instance, the Neue 
Rundschauy wh|S|||||||| printed Thomas Manns 
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notorious vagaries on Culture and Civilisation 
{Gedankin^ tan Kiiege) —many of the younger 
ones a haughty detachment from actual 

events ^ 

That impassive publication, Blatter fitr dtt 
Kunst over which broods the invisible per 
sonality of Stefan George, published at the end 
of 1914 a volume of poems of 156 pages, which 
did not contain a single line referring to the 
war A note at the end affirms that the points 
of,view of the various authors have not changed 
on a "count of recent events, and anticipates the 
objection that “ this is not the time foi poetry,” 
by the saying of Jean Paul ‘ No period has so 
much i<*ed of poetry, aa ihe one which thinks 
It can ao without it” 

Die Akttan, a vibrating audacious Berlin re 
view, with an ultra modern point of view, totally 
different from the calm imp*^rsonality of Blatter 
fur dte Kuust, stated in its is ue of August J 5, 
1914, that It would not concern itself with politics, 
but would contain only literature md art And 
|k It finds room m its literary columns for the 
^ar poemsvi^at from the field of battle by the 
military doctors, Wilhelm Klemm and Hans 
KochJ it IS in consideration iheir value as art, 
and not for th^ vivacity of their patriotic senti 

158 



War Literature 


nrients, for it scoffs mercilessly at the ridiculous 
bards of German Chauvinism, at Hemrich^^Vierordt, 
the author of Dsuischland^ hasse^ at tho^tcriminal 
poets who stir up^hatred with their false stones,)! 
and at Piofessor Haeckel The dilettantism ot 
^this review is>extreme Its weekly issues contain 
translations from the French of Andrd Gide, 
Pc[Tuy and Leon Bloy, and leproducttons of the 
uorks of Daumier Delacroix Cdzamie, Matisse, 
and R de la rresna>e (cubism flourishes in Bus 
Berlin review) The issue of October a4th is 
devoted to P^uy, and contains, as frontispiece, 
Egon Schiele’s portrait of the man, who i'> 
honourod by frail/ Pfemfert, the editor as the 
purest and most vtgoroRis moral force fn French 
hteratuie of to day ’ Let us hasten to add, 
however, that as is often, the case x)n the other 
side of the Rhine they aie carried away by their 
zeal in deploring his- death as of one of their 
countrymen and in proclaiming themselves his 
heirs But the pride whicli -admires is at least 
superior to the pride which dispai^ages 

1 he most important of these young reviews pk 
Die Weisitn Blatter im|X)rtant on account of the 
vanet)^ of questions it deals with, ajicl the value 
and number of its contributors as i\cll as for the 
broad mindedness of its e<iitor*-^en (5 Schickele 
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All Akatiaii by birth he belongs to those who 
feel acutely the bitterness of the present 

‘struggle After an intef^al of three months Dte 
\j^$\sscn which almost jfilresponds to our 

Nouvelk Re one Fmngatse, reappeared ift Januar> 
last with the fod^ing decIaftati^lV to that 

at Barifie '*// sce 7 N\ 
work of reconstruction /rA 
the fHzdst of f^e^^iUir, ami tg aid in prepai ing Joi 
the 7 ictotY of the Spirit The iommnmty of Europt 
n^at present appQfentl\ destfoped A if not tin 
dnt) of ail of ns tiSho are not bearing at ms^ to It i 
jtoni t( dcre^mxmhh u aid^g to the diet at ls of ottt 
con Silence^ bejh tii*ty of e 'eyy Gefmau 

^ tohen^m 

^ Kyth^^de of thtw«P|ltsMitciesled manifestoes 
about actual politics appear lengthy historical 
no\cls Biahehy ^ax Brod) and satirical 

comedies by Carl SternHejm who continues to 
scourge the uppti classes of German socict> and 
the c^ilalists, for Du IVeis^en blatter is open t«) 
all (gPIfeions of the d ly^* But in spite of the 
actual j^ifferonces which must necessarily exist 
between a German aiirl a French review, we 
cannot point out tiji frankly hostile attitude 
of these writers to all the excesses of Chauvinisi% 
The Articles of Ma:s Schelcfi Europe and the 
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)yar” show an impartial attiturle* tvhiCh» is entirely 
praisewortliv The leview open? its to 

the loyal Annette Kolh^ veho, as the daugh|^r of 
a Crermao fatsher 41 of ^ French mgtheit stsSsfa^ 
keenly Hi thus conflict between parts her^ 
nature,«nd h^SiJ^lya raised ^ l«r^I)j*e»deiiA 

where in a puWi$ lecture «hE 
^mit her fidelity to both 

her regret that Germany sh,o»ld 4 |SMIf%ideratind 
France. In the February humjber under the 
title “Ganz niednch there appeared^ 

Molent repudiation of the mtt (kvfi^^aul 

(the war of tongues^ , ** ^ journalhHS'^ / o/r ify 
inspire vourage 

mistaken—''tfe refUse ^are 

to maintain our opiniQi^ thSi^ke'^ittmbles^^h n^ar 
of the enemv *who frtnn an uniea^oned but exalted 
srnfiwint of patnoti m fires upon us from an 
ambush hio v tig well jhat, he tisks is much 
^iipci lor to those journalists who profit by the public 
feding of the day and undei co tr of hi^b sounding 
avoids of patriotism do nef^ fight the ijiqnv 
Upon him *’ » ^ 

Of all these young wnteis who are ^tnntngf to 
preserve the integrity of ^fceir inincTs agauist the 
for?e of national passions, the one whose per¬ 
sonality has bee i moft exalted by this tempest, 
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the mo«5t eloquent^ coura^eou^, and decided of all 
IS Wilhelm hjerzog He is the editor of the 
Fofum at Munich and like our own Peguy, when 
he began tew publish his Cahters dc la Qumzatne 
he fills almost the whole of his review with his 
own burning a^ticleil The enthusiastic biographer 
of H voo Kleist, he secs and judges the events 
of his own time with the eyes of that indomitable 
spirit The German censor attempts in \ain to 
silence him and to forbid the publication of the 
lectures of bpitUkr and of Annette Kolb his 
indignation and cries of vengeful irony spteid 
e^en to us He ittacl s bitterly the niijietv three 
intelleetu ils wl o fancy they are nit Ajaxes 
htcause they b)ay the lonicst those politicnns 
of tht scho >1 of H i^el el wh ^ imk( a new 
clui ion of tliv- wojld those pilriitic buds 

f 

who mult other n itioiis he ilt u ks Ihoinis 
Mann ineicilessly scoffs at his sophistry and 
defends Fiance the Prcnch Arm> * and 1 rench 
civilisation againsL him he points out that the 
gre%t men of Geimin) (Grunwald Durer, 
and Mt/irt Amongst others) have alwa^^^been 
per^euiled huhnlnted and calumin ited * In an 
article entitled JQcr neue Geist 3 after having 

w 

(Jberschaeizung der Kunst (December 1914) 

Von 4 er Vaterlandshebe (Jauaary 1915) 

» December 1914 
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scoffed at the banalrty thaf has reappeared m 
the German theatres, ahd the literary mediociity 
of patriotic pioductions he asked where^this 
new spmt” may be found and thisf gues him'* 
an opportunity to demolish Ostw^d and Larson 
H here is it to he found ^ Jn ih 0 ti<o(Mckuleri ? 
H^ve wt not read that incredtblv 
hrscheinlich plumpen) appeal of the 99 professors ^ 
Have 2ve not appienatcd tJiL stat mentis of that 
double centtnmuxn fdes zweihundcrtj^ehnge Mum 
mclj4rc!scs) munnnv Las^mi ^ When I wjff 
studying philosophy a\ an undtrgiaduaie af"the 
Um ei Of Bultn the thcatie tn which he 
bet Hied lhis a plate of ainusevitnt (LachkabincU) 
foi u V —n dhinp nwf e And fo day peopk take 
him St nous/) f English Fierttk and Itahan papei 
print ht:> senile bahtfm^s a^ain^t Holland as 
Hpiial of llu StimiTiui g (ff the Ceiniati tntellec 
tuals lie 0 01 that thtst pit^ coinuAhis and 
pif ssois h ivl done Us Jifh thiir Aiif Inning 
saiheit^mn haidly bt mcasund JheyJtatl isolated 
front humanity by ihetr '^inability* to 
realise feelings of others 

In opposition to these false representative!?^bf a 
natipn, these cultured gossips and political ad 
venturers he extols the silent ones, the great 
mass of the people of all nations who suffer 
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in silence' and he joins with them in 'the in 
visible com muni tv of so1ro^\ 

“One iiho ?s ^ufftnng and knous that hts 
SO) row ts sia)ed by mtlhons of othei bein^i, will 
bear it caivdy he oil I accept it tvillm^lv Ctcn 
btca?ise hi. knows that he is enriched thenby 
made strongc)^ moic tender, moic h?miane“ ^ ^ 

And he quotes the vvordb of old Meister 
Kckchait ‘ Suffering is the fastest steed that 
will beat you to pofection 


At the close of this summary review of the 
youn^ writers of the wir a place must be found 
for those whom the wir his crushed—they 
counted amongst the best Cinst St idler was 
an enthusia tic admirer of French art and of the 
hrench spiiit lie tran^l ited I lancis Jammes, 
and on the eve of his dt: ith in N'o\ ember he 
was writing to Stefan Z\eig from the trenches 
about the poems of Verlaine, whichf*Hae was 
translating The unfoitunate George Tr^, tffe 
poet* of melancholy, was made licuter^t of a 

* Hymne emj den Sekmern (January 19I5) —It is to be 
noted that the Forjim is read m the trenches, and that it 
has received many letters of pproval from the front 
[per Phrasenrausch und seine Bekaempfer, February 1915 ) 
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sanitary column in Gahcia. and the sight of so 
much suffering diove him to despair and death 
And there are many hidden tiagedies still un 
revealed When they are made knovigi, humanity 
will tremble in contemplating its handiwork 
I reflected as doubtless many of m> French 
readei;> hive also done, in reading through these 
German wiitingb insjjiied by the war—writings 
through which fiom time to time theie passes 
a mightv biealh of levolt and sorrow—that our 
young writers are not writing ‘ literature” Instead 
of boo’s they give Ub deed and their letters And 
in le leiding some of their letters I thought that 
GUIs had chosen the better pait It is not for 
me now to point out the position that this 
heioic correspondence will occup), not only in oui 
hi to \ but ilso m our liteiature Into it the 
flowei ot our >outh uas put all its life its faith 
and its genius and for some of those letters I 
would give man> of the finest lines of the 
noble^j^jjpcms Whatevei be the result of this 
\ ar, and the opinion as to its value latei, it will 
be re^llgni ed that France has written on ^apei, 
mud stained and often blotted with blood; ^ome 
of its sublimest pages \sbuiedly this war touches 
us more nearly than it does our adversaries for 
who of us would have the heart to write a play 
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or a novel whilst his country is in danger and 
his brothers dying? 

But I will make no comparisons between tht 
two nations^ Foi the present the essential thin^ 
IS to show ^hat even in Germany there ire certain 
finer minds who are fighting against the spirit 
which wc hate—the spirit of grasping imperialism 
and inhuman pride of military caste and tTie 
megalomania of pedants They are but a mino¬ 
rity—we have no illusions about that—and we 
gught to redouble our. effoits on that account to 
vanquish the common enemy Why then should 
vye trouble to make these generous but feeble 
voices heard ? Because thpii merit is the greate** 
for being so little heeded because it is the duty 
of those who are fighting for justice to render 
justice m their turn to all those men even when 
they dwell in a country in which the slate rcpre 
sents the violation of right by Faust) tchty who 
are defending with us the spirit of liberty 

Journ^al di Geutney April 19, 1915 
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IHC MURDP.R OF THE ELITE 

1 HE phrase is not new coined to day, ^ but the 
fact IS Never m any period have we seen 
humanity thiowing into the bloody arena *all 
Its intellectual and moral reserves, its priests, 
Its thinkers, its scholars its artists, the whole 
future of the spirit—wasting its geniuses as 
food for cannon 

A great thing doubtless, when the struggle 
IS great, when a people fights for an etern d 
cause the fervour of which fires the whole 
nation fiom the smallest to the greatest, when 
It fuses all the egoisms, puiifies desire and 
ou?^f* mail) souls makes' one unanimous soul 

I tike the phrise flora M Lucien M inry in an iiticle 
written befoie the w ii {Journal (if^CfCn*c M ircb 30 
1914 This ]s quote i ei-ently by M Adolph* FerriL,ie 
jyho in his remirkibJe Doctors the^jis Zm lot du Pros^ns 
attempts to solve the tragic problem of the part played by 
the elite 
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But if the cause be suspect oi if it is tainted 
(as we judge that of our adversaries to be), 
what will be the situation of a moral ^lite 
which has preserved the sad and lofty privilege 
of perceiving at least a part of the truth, and 
which must neveithekss fight and die and kill 
for a faith which it doubts? 

Those {Jassionate natures that are intoxi* 
cated by fighting or are voluntarily blinded by 
the necessities of action are not troubled by 
these questions I or them the encm> is a 
single mass^ nothing else exists for them but 
this, for they have to break it, it is their 
function and theg: duty And to each his 
special duty But if minonlies do not exiat 
for such men, they do exist for us who, since 
we are noi fighting have the liberty and the 
duty to see every ispcct of the case—we who 
foim part of the cterii il minority, the minority 
which has bci^n, is and always will be etern illy 
oppressed It is for us to hear and to 
these moral sufferings ’ Plenty of others repeat 
or invent the jubilant echoes of the struggle 
May other voice-^ be raised to gi\e the tragic 
acceats of the jBght and its sacred horror I 

I shall take my examples from the enem> 
camp, for several reasons because the German 
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cause being from the fiist tainted with injustice, 
the suffeiings of the few wlio arc just, and the 
still fewei who have spnitual perceptions aie 
gieater there than elsewhere, jtiecause these 
evidences ippear openly in itiOns whose 

boldness the German censoiship has not pei 
ceived^ because I bow with respect to the heroic 
discipline of silence which 11 nice in lighting im 
poses on her sufferings (U ould to God that 
this silence were not brokcft by those who 
tr>ing to deny these ,su&rings, profane J;he 
grandeur of tlie sacrifice by the re viol ting^ levity 
of their silly jest^ ai newspapers which are 
without either gravity or dignity) 


I have shown in x recent aitlele that a part 
of the inlellectu il youth of Germ my was far 
fiom sharing the war madness of its elders I 
cited ceitain eneigetic repioofs delivcicd by 
thes^i^ang wnteis to the theorists of impcti 
alism And these writeily are not, as one 
might think fiom an article in the ranps 
(though 1 gladly pay a tiibote to its honesty), 
mei^-ly a small group as nairow as tha"^ of 
our symbolists They count among them writers 
who appeal to a large public and avho do not 
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set out m any way (except for the group of 
Stefan George) to write for a si^hct few —they 
wish to write for all I sjtated, too, that the 
boldest reviejv of all, Wilhelm Herrog’s Forum 
was reackm the German trenches and received 
approbation thence 

But what IS more astonishing, this spirit of 
criticism hcts possessed some of the combatant? 
and even made its appearance among German 
officers In the November-Dccembtr number of 
th^ Friedcns Wmte pyljlished in Berlin Vienna, 
and Leipzig,^by Dr Alfred H Fried, there occurs 
* An appeal to the Gcrmame peoples * addressed 
at the end of October by Baron Marschall von 
Biberstein, Landrat of JPrussia and captain in 
the 1st Foot Guards reserve This article was 
written in a trench north of Arras, where on the 
fith of Novembei, Biberstein was killed He 
expresses unreservedly his honor of the war and 
his ardent desire that it may be the last ‘ Fhat 
IS the conQiction vf those at the f onfe 
witnesses of the unspeakable honors of intern 
warfate’ Even more praiseworthy is Bibeistein s 
frankness he decides to begin a confession 

and a mea c^ltpa for the sins of Germany “ The 
war has opened my eyes^ he says, to our ternlle 
i^nlovableness {Unbehebtheit) Everything has its 
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rause, we must have g%ven cause for this hatred, 
and even tn part ha^e justified it Let us 
hope that it wtW not be the Itast of the advantages 
of this war that Germany wtl^ turn round on 
herself wdl seaich out and recpgms» her faults 
and collect them ’ Unfortunately even this 
aiticle IS spoiled by Germanic pride vtrhich, 
desiring a world peace ^ets out to impose it on 
the world Hciein it recalls in some respects 
the bellicose paafism of the too celebrated 
Ostwald ^ 

But another officer (of whom i spoke in my 
last article) the poet Frit? von Unruh, first Lien 
tenant of Uhlans on the Westem front has 
written dramatic scenes m verse and piose 
These have api^eared recently under the title 
Lcfoie the Deciswn (Vor der Entschudung) It 
IS a diamatic poem in which the author *his 
noted his own impressions and his moral trans 
formations The hero who is. like himself, an 
of Uhlans, passes through various centres 
of the war and remains everywhere a stianger, 
his soul is detached from^ murderous passions, 
he sees the abominable reality un^ his sufferings 
from It amount to agony The tKfroiscenes repro 
duced by the Neue Zurcher Zeiit^g show «s a 
muddy and bloodstained trench where German 
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soldiers, like beasts in a slaughtei house die oi 
await death with bitter words—ana officeis get 
ting drunk on champagne aiound a 42 mm 
mortar, laughirvg and getting excited till they 
fall beneath the weight of sleep and fatigue 

From the first scene I take these tciiible words 
of one of those who wait in the tienches under 
file of the machine guns a Drensi^cehngef (man 
of thirty'! 

In iTJ> \ilhge ihej- are laughing—they dnnk to cilIi 
victory They $laughter hl^ butehci s cutle—-iiid they 
say “Its When it is o\er, they 111 no fools they 

will feast us for three yeais But the fust ciipple won t be 
grey headed befoie they will laugh at his white hairs 

And the Uhlan, possessed bv horror in the 
midst of the masscMSre, falls on his knees and 
prays 

1 iou who J,i^e t life ind takest it—how shall I 
recognise Thee’ In these tten hes stiewn with muti 
fated bodiefs 1 Phd lUee not Dots the pieicing cry of 
these thous mJb sufTocitcd in the tenible embiace of 
Death rcich not up to Iliee’ Or is it lost p'^^^o/en 
spice ^ for wb^m doe::> Thy Springtime blossonT^ 
For whom is the splendour of Thy suns? For whom, 
O Gcfd ’ I isl^ It of 1 hee in the name of all those 
whose rapuths 'are dosed by courage and by fear in free 
of the horror of Tfty darkness What heat is left within 
me’^What light of truth? Can this massacre be Ihy* 
will? Is It indeed Thy wtU? 

{Hi losU conitiQUsness and falls) 
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A pain less lyricar, less ecstitic, more simple, 
more reflective, and nearer to ourselves maiks the 
sequence of Feidpostbnefe Dr Albeit Klein, 
teacher in the Oberrealschult q,t Giessen and 
I icutcnant of the Landwehr kilted, on the I2th 
of February in Champagne* Passing over what 
arc, perhaps, the most striking pages from the 

point of view of artistic qu ility ciiid powei of 

thought, 1 will only gi\e tv\o extiacls fu>m these 
ktters which arc likely to be of speci il interest 
to rrcnch readers , ^ . 

Ihc fust describes for us with an unusual 
fiankness the moral condition of the German 
aim> 

without care for his oiyn hie' Who i** theie 
imong us that is thit^ We ill knoii too ;'icll our ovin 
woith incl oui own pos-sibihi ea uc lie m the flower 

of oui ige foicL IS m oui aims 'lud m our souls *3nd 

as no one willingly dies, no one is brave {tnp/cr) in the 
usual sense of tlu woid oi at leist sttHi iro veiy mjp 
It 1 just bcc luse biavery i so lare in life it is 
for tjjy^thdt wc expend so much leh^iu, poetiy, and 
IRTought ('ind this begins already it school) in celebrating 
as the hishest file death for ones fitheiland, until it 
attains its climax in the f ilse heroism which m ikes such 

a sensation about us in newspapers aad speeches and 

- - 

• * The review D e Tat published by Eug Diederu:hs at 

Jena prints long extracts fronx them lu its issue foi May 
1915 * 
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which IS so cheap—and also m the tiue heroibm of a 
small number who do risk themselves and lead on the 
others We do our duty, we do what wc ought but 
It lb a passive virtue When I read m the papeis the 

scnbblings of tho?^ who haxe a bid conscience bet iiise 
they are safely i i^he Tear—when 1 read this tilk which 
makes every soldier into a hero 1 feel hurt Heroism is 
a rare growth, and you cannot buiW on it a citizen 'irm> 
To keep suCh an army to^ethef the men must respect 
their supeuois, etbd even ftar them moie than the enemy 
And the superiors must be conscientious do then dut> well, 
know their business thoroughly, decid" rapidly and hue 
control of their neryes When we lead the pr uses whuh 
those behind thi^linp^write of vs we blush Think Cod 
old fashioned, robust shame is not dead in us Ah ' 
my dcir fnendir,. those are l>ere dont spetk so com 
pltceiHly of death, of disease, of sicufice ind of victoiy 
as do those who belundythe line inio the bells mile 
speeches ind wiile newspapers. The men hcie leeus 
tom ihemsehes as best they may to the bitter necessity 
of suffering ind of death if fite wills but they know ind 
see that miny noble s icnfices mnumeriblc mnumerible 
sicnfices hive ilre»d> been nude, and ih U duad> foi a 
long while we shall h i\c hid mo c than enough of de 
struction on ou ul& is well is the other It 1%.pieeisely 
when one his to lool su^leiing, in the fiee is I hive thit 1 
tie begins to be formed th it unites one to those ifv^ther^ 
on the other side (incl one that unites you too with them, 
my fronds \es, surely you feel it too dont you?) If 1 
come backfroryi heie (which I scarcely hope for any more) 
my dearest duty wjl) be to soak myself m the study and the 
thoughts of those 1i?lio hive been our enemies I wish to 
reconstruct my nature on a wider basis And I believe 
that tt wiJU be easier after this war th ii after any other to 
be a human being 
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The second fragment is the account of a 
touch ng encounter with a French piisoner 

^esleicH> evening I was stiangel^louche I I happened 
to see i convoy of pi isoncrs and I |alked«to one of them 
a coUci^ae of mine, Professor of ^ssilifiil philology in 

the folltpC of F- Such an f>pen minded intelligent 

m in ind w ith such i fine tfiilitiry be irmg, like all his fellows, 

h )U-,h thr> hid just been thioiigh a teinble cxpeiiente 
of in u hitie «,im fiie It w is a proof to me of the 
sensek in of the w ir I thought how much one iNoiild 
hi\o hied to he the inend of these*ilnien who aiesoneir 
us 11 then I lu iiion, tlifii mode*- of life, the crrcle of •'heir 
thoi^ht mil ihi ir inieiest staiUsd ti^iug ibotfl a 

boo) on Koussiau iiid we begin to.disput^like old philo 

10 i How iniirh we aie afliy m force and worth ' 

An I h ) V htik tuith ihiie l m Tffhat our pipeis Itll us 
of till shikin and c\ Musted eottdittpn^i of th hienrh 

11 1) s As 11 111 oi 1 iihei as untrbe, as wh it the I lemh 

n \ pipiis wiiit ihout tls Mv Iienih colie i,^uc 

'i)\((l in Ills urnilvs su h i b dim id in nd ind sutli 
Lind 1 i in I n in I il ii iMon of ( nmiu thought' Jo 
think th it wi \\f le m ide '?n ili iilv to he fi ends ind thit 
wc hid ti be separiudl I w is iito^ithcT < veiconie ind ^ 
sit down Clu hcil b} it I thought ind fliou ht ind could 
not es( ipe my mood b) anj sophi try No end no end 
toanv^ii w*fiiili for nearly si\ mouthy now his sw iIlowed 
in Us ^.iilf men foitunetf, and h ippiness ’ And fhls 
feeling is the sune with us as with th^ othti side It is 
ilw i\s the s ime pictuie J we do the sum ih ng wc suflei 
the sune thin wc aia the same thing V'd it s prciisely 
fcn this reason that we aie so bitttrly at enftiity 

The s ime accent of troubled anguish, together 
with a despair which at moments nearly reaches 
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to madness and at others breathes a religious 
fervour, are seen m the tetters of a German sold ci 
to a teacher in German Switzerland (We have 
known of thgse at the Prisoners* Agenc> for 
three or four ttiseiiths and they were published 
in Fot et Vtc of April 15th ^ They have been 
passed over in silence, so wc shall persist in 
calling itteTition to tfiem foi they thoroughh* 
dtsuve It) In these letters, which covci fiom 
the second fortnight of AugU'jt to the end of 
De<:embci we see fropa the 25th of August 
onwards the evi lenca of a desire foi peace 
among German soldiers 

I 

We all even those who were hottest for the fiL,ht it 
tlie beginning, w nt nt hiiig no%\ but peice 0111 ofhcds 
just as» muth is oursehefi Convinced iis wc 11 l of 
the necf'^sit^ conquer warlike enthubi ibin does not c\i t 
anioiv us we fulfil our di but llit, ici lice is liiul 
suffer m oui souh 1 cannot tch no 1 lie sufifcrings 
I endure 

beptembej oih A fiiend writer to me ‘ On the 20th 
to 25th of August 1 took put m bi„ battles since then 
I sufter moially even to complete cshaiistioii, ph>sual 
and sj^^itual My soul fi ids no repose This war 

will shdw us how muen of the be i t still survives in man, 

and thi^ re Uation will cause us to make a gieat step 

out of animalism if not it is all up with us 

Novemoer 28tb {A splendid pa^si^e iJc^e one almost 
hear^ the totcc of Tolstoi) Whit are all the to mcifts 




* Wbtb an introduction by C E Babul 
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of \\ai coinpait. I lo ihe thoughts that obisess iis uight ind 
(li>^ When [ am on so;ne hill fiom which my \iew 
< ornmandb the plain, thisi is the idea which ceaselessiy 
luluics me clown there in the \alle)' the war rage 
iluse blown lines whivh furrow the la^^pe are full oi 
men who a c facing one n i^thei«as And up there 

on the hill oppo uc you there iSj perhaps, a man v\hQ» hi e 
\oi 1 con emphting tne v^oods and the blue sk) and 
pethapb runnnaling the sanit, thoughts a^ \ou, h s eileiny 
fnis rontinual pioomity might tn?tke one nna And one 

I tempted to envv. ones comrades who can k 11 nme in 
lecpir^ and pli\ ng caids 

Dcccmb I J,th The ceaiie foi peace 15 intniie n 
t c \ one it letbt in all ihoaif who are 'll th§ * 

who are ibhgeJ tr issa sinat^ and be a'^jaasSmUite^ ’T'he 
newipipei^ s iv that its hardly possible to^rt|l||fthi the 
vvailil c iiQOui rj the fighter*^ 1 hey lie**‘dPftSCioiish 
01 uncoil oiibh Oui c tajHafffts ilh*"their sermons dispute 

II c Ip c id th it on in In nv ardJtn is slack'^ning ^ au 

tan h irdlv bdiei< Ik \ uch tittle tattle inrioys us Let 
then bt s lent «.nd Icr them not talk ibout things of whuh 
inp\ cai kii noth 1 1 bcuei ^till lei them conic noi* 

i xlino c hj kce{ i< i lea but into the firing line 
iifli 111 h ina feihi] thm the\ will gei to 1 now of the 
nnei chin c wh ch take pla< c n so many us Accoid 
mg to these chaplains anj one \ ho is wilbout wailikt. 
eni^isnsin j^^uot \ mm buch is oiu ij^e demands To 
me It seems tint we are gieiter heiots than the 

we, who without being upheld bv warlike entbusiSiti, 
accomplish fnithfully oui duty, while hating vfar with out 
whole souls Ihc) talk of a holy \v 4 r I Icno \ 
of jjo holy wai 1 onl^ know of one vvai which is the 
sum of all that is inhuman, impious, and bestii^l m man , 
It 15 Cod ^ chastisement and a call to repentance for the 
people that throws itseli into war 01 lets itself be ckhwin 

^77 



Above the Battle * 

into it God sends men through this heU so that they 
may learn to love heaven |*'or the C erman people this 
war seems to me to be a punishment a id a call to repent 
ance,—and most of all for our Germ in Church I have 
friends who suj|iBr at the idea of being unable to do any 
thing for the fatherland Let them stay at home with a 
calm conscience’ All depends on their peaceful work 
But let the war enthusiasts come ’ Perhaps they will 
learn to keep silent 

“Why publish these page;*? I shall be asked 
by some people in France What good is it, 
when once war is let«loose to arouse pity for 
our adversaries, at the risk of blunting the irdour 
of the combatants ? '—I answer, because it is the 
truth, and because the tiuth substantiates our 
judgment, the judgment of the whole world 
against the German leaders and their policy 
What their armies have done we know, but that 
they were able to do it containing as they did 
such elements as those who^e confessions we ha\ e 
just heard, incriminates still more deeply their 
masters From the depths of th^battleficld, 
these voices of a sacrificed minority rise up as a 
vengeful cpndemnation of the oppressors To the 
accusations drawn up against predatory Empires 
and their inhuman pride, in the name of violated 
right, of outraged humanity by the victim peoples 
and >>y the combatants, is added the cry of pain 
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of the nobler souls of their own people whom the 
bad shepherds who let loose this war have led 
and constrained into murder and madness To 
sacrifice ones body is not the^vi4lik suffering, 
but also to saciifirc, to deny^^ tO loTl ones own 
soul •—You who die at least fior a just cause, and 
MiJio, full of sip and loaded With faith, fall like 
npL fiuit how sweet is your lot beside this 
torture • But we shall so act that thej^ sufferings 
shall not be vain 

Let the conscience of hiJtnanity hear and ajgp^t 
then complaint^ It will resound in the future 
above the glory of battles, and whether she wills 
or no Histoiy will place it on her register History 
will do justice between the hangmen and their 
peoj^les And the peoples will learn how to 
deliver themselves fr >m their hangmen 

Journal dt Lunwe^ June 14, 19'5 
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Battles are being fought under our e>cs in 
which thousands of mei arc djing vet the 
Sacrifice of theu; lives ^Joes not alw'i>s influence 
the ls^ue of the corpbat In other cases the de ith 
of a single hian |n:^y be ^ great battle lost for the 
whole of humanity The murder of J lurcs was 
such a disaster 

Whole centuries were needed to produce such 
a life, rich civilisations of North and South of 
past and present, spread out on the good soil of 
France, m itured beneath our Western skies The 
m>sterious chance which combines elements and 
forces will rjot easily produce a nobl6* spirit like 
his a soconSnirne 

Jaur^js IS a type, almost unique in modern times, 
of the great political orator who is also a gieat 
thinker, and who combines \ast culture with 
penetrating (Observation, and moral grandeur with 
energetic activity We must go back to antiquity 
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to find one who, like him, could stir the crowd 
and c,ive pleasure to the few , pour out his over 
flovMng genius not only m his speeches and Social 
treatises but also in hits phdoeophical and 
histoiical works, ^ and leave on all things the 
impress of his personality, the furrow of his robust 
labour the seeds of his progressive mind I have 
listened to him often in the Chambei, at socialist 
con<:,icsses at meetings held on behalf of op 
pussed nations, he even did rofi the honour of 
presenting iny Panton the fieople of Pafis 
A^ain I sec his full fice, cal^ and* happy like 
tint of a kindly beircled ogre^^Sliis small e3.es 
blight ind smiling eyes as quick^ to follow the 
flight of ideas as to obsei\e human nature I see 
him pacing up and down the platform, walking 
with hea\3 steps Ii a bear his arms crossed 
behind his bad and turning shaiplj^ to hurl at 
the ciowd m his monotonous metallic voice 


His pnne pal philosophical work hwy&octoi s thesis 
/f rcahh du monit Si.nstdk (1891)* thesis (la 

Latin) cl lies fiom the ame ycni Dcs du sotialuuic 

allevmnd^ in which he ^oesbick to the Chnstjan socialism 
of Luther 

His j,rtat historical uork is hij IfiSionc iQctalc Se la 
Rt^olutwn Vei\ interesting^ is hf^chsCUssiOP wjth Paul 
I ifaigue oil riiab^me ri le mat darts la con 

ceptwn dt I h stotre 
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wDrds 111 e tho" ciU of a tiumpet wh’ch reached 
the firtlicst setts III tlie vast ampl itht Ure ind 
went sti iif,ht to the lieirt the soil of 

tht whole msltitude le ip in one uniltd emotion 
Whit beauty there w is in the si^ht of these 
pioletarian misses stiired bv the visions which 
James exoLed from distint horizons imbibii^ 
the thought of Greece throu ^h the voice of their 
tribune I 

Of all this .iivin s ^ifts the. most fund imcntal 
was to be ess^iifially ft man —not the man of a 
sintjle profession or elass oi party oi idei but 
a complete harmonious and free man His all 
comprehensive nature could be the slave of 
nothmjT Ihe highest m inifest itions of life 
flowed together and met in him Ills intelligence 
demanded unit}./ his heart was full of a passion 
for libeity- and this twefold instinct protected 
him alike fiom party despoti m and anarchy His 

‘ Ihe need of unitj is the pioliiindcst and noblest of 
|he hum in in nd {J a rdaltfc du monde ^en^dde) 

This younfif demorrac) must be i a taste foi liberty 
It his a passion for equality it has not in the same 
degree an idea of Jilicity, which t-s acquiicd much more 
slowly and with gicater ditticulty "We must give the 
rhildicn of the people, by means of a suffirientlv lofty 
exercise of their powers of thinkin^r a sense of the valuft of 
rn |n and consequently of the value n liberty, without which 
man does not exist ’ (To the teachers, January 15, 1888) 
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spirit sought to encompass all things not in 
order to do violence to them but to bring them 
into harmony Above all, he had the power of 
seeing the human element in all things and this 
universal S3,mpathy was equally averse to narrow 
negation and fanatical affirmation All intoler 
incc inspired him with horror ^ 

* He had put himself it the head of a great 
revolutionary party bit it was with the desire 
of siving the great work qf demociatic revolu 
tion from the sicl cning ^nd brvA*?! odour of blood, 
murder ind hiticd which sfill clings to the 
memory of the middle class Revolution In his 
own name and i i the name of his partv^ he 
dem inded wjth ngaid to all doctimes respect 
foi the human pcisonahty and for the spirit which 
is manifested in earh Ihc mere feeling of the 
moril antagonism vihich e\jsts between man a id 
man even when theic is no open conflict, the 
sense of the invisible barriers winch lender human 
brotiKiliG tl inapossible was painful to him He 

I 

could not read those words of Caidmal \ewman 
in which he speal s of the gulf of damnation, 

‘ As foi myself I Iii\enevei made use of violencp to 
atticl bdicts uh'itevei they raij be na>, more I have 
afwi>s abstiinecl even fiom thilt form of violence which 
ronsi ts m insult In«!ult expresses i weak and feVensh* 
levolt, lathei than the liberty of reason ' (1901 ) * 
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which, even in this life, is fixed between men. 
Without having “ a sort of nightmare He saw 
the abyss ready to gape beneath the feet of 
fragile and unhappy human beings who think 
themselves bound together by a community 
of sympathy and suffering * —the sadness of this 
thought obsessed him 

To fill in*this abyss of misunderstanding waS 
his life work Herein lay the originality of his 
standpoint, that although he was the spokesman 
of tjie most advifh^ed parties, he became the con 
tinual medmtoi betwejp conflicting ideas He 
sought to unite them a|» in the service of progress 
and of the commoijyi good I n philosophy he 
united idealism and Realism—in history, the past 
and the present—in politics, the love of his own 
country and a respect for other countries * He 
refrained from denopncing that which has been, 
in the name of that whicn is to be, as many 
so called free thinkers hive done and far from 
condemning, he upheld the thtoiies all those 
who had been fighters in past centuries to what^ 

‘ The true foim iH of patriotism is the equal ri^ht of all 
(Countries to Ifberty and justice * it is thfe duty of cveiy 
citizen to increase in his own count!> the foicesof liberty 
and justtce Those a^e but sorry patriots who in order 4 o 
love and serve one country fin^ i 'necessary to decry the 
others, the other great moral forces of humanity (1905 ) 
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ever party thfey tliJght have belonged “ We 
reverenpe the past,” he said * Not in vam have 
blazed the hearths of all the generations of man 
kind—but It IS we who are advancing, who are 
fighting for a new ideal, it is we \^o are the true 
inheritors of the hearth of our ancestors We have 
taken the flame thereof, you have preserved only 
*the asheife (January 1909 ) In hi# Introduction 
to I Histone soaalnte df la RSvolution^ in which 
he attempts to reconcile Plutarch, Michelet, and 
Karl Marx, he w rites “ W/eT^ hail with equal 
respect all men of heroic will History, even 
when conceived as a study of economic forms, 
will never dispense with ^mdwidual valour and 
nobility The moral level of society to morrow 
will be determined by the standard of morality of 
conscience to da> So that to offer the examples 
of all the heroic fighters who for the past century 
have been inspired by an ideal and held death 
in sublime contempt, is to do revolutionary work ” 
In ever) hing he touches he achieves a generous 
^ synthesis of life he imposes his grand panoramic 
conception of the universe, the sense of the mam 
fold and moving unity of all things This admir 
able equilibrium of countless elements presupposes 
*in the man ^vho achieves it magnificent health of 
body and of mind, a mastery of Ins v^hole being 
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And Jaur^s possessed this m^ister> and because 
of It he was the pilot of Furopean denlociac> 

How clear and far reaching was his foresight * 
In years to come, when the record of the war of 
to-day IS set 8own he will appear therein as a 
terrible witness Was there anything lit did not 
foresee? One needs only to read through his 
speeches clunr^g the last ten years * It is yet too" 
eaily, in the midst of tlier conflict to quote freely 
k his predictions concerning the coming retribution 
I et us ret ill only hfs agonised prtstntiment, ever 
since the jear of the monstrous war which 

was imminent his consciousness ‘ of the in 
tagonism now mufflejiJ now acute but alwijs 
profound and terrible between Germany ind 
England (\ovember i8 lq09j, * his denuncia¬ 
tion of the secret deilingi> of Europe in finance 
an«^ diplomacy dealings which are cncouiaged 
by the ‘ torpor ol public spirit , his cry of alarm 

Or the extracts c.>ven b) Chirlf*:. in hi 

excellent book Jean Jaur \ h n me h Jnn^tur I waali\te 
(191^ Pans, Irinin ijfdhice)^ with in mtioduclion by 
Amiloie 1 1 ince See also the pimphlct by Rene Leg'ind 
Jean Jauns >rorn this book iie quoted the pa si^^es 
leferred to in the notes which folio v Jean Jau>LS a 
brochure bj Rent Le^^ind should also be rtid 

Rappoport, op , pp 70”77 
J Rappoport p 23.1 
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at * the sensational Ites^t^F the press, actuated by 
the rotten system of capitalism, sowincf pinic and 
hatred and playing cynic illy with the li\es 
millions of men through meie financial considera 
tions or delirious pride ' , his confemptuous wor-d^ 
for those whom he calls ‘the joekeys of his 
country , his clear perception of all responsi 
bilities * his forql now ledge of thcfc domesticated 
attitude which would be adopted in case of w ir 
bv the Soeial democratic party of Germany to 4 i 
whom he showed as la af'mti‘iojr (at the Amster 
dam Congress m 1904) their hauglity weakness 
their lack of 1 evolutionary tradition, their want of 
parliamentary strength tlaeir formidable power 
lessness 2 of the nttitade which peitain leaders 
of French Soculisrn loo, and imongst others 
Jules Guesde w uid mamtiin in the conflict 
between the gieat Stites of Lurope 3 and, laok 
ing even beyond the war his premonition of the 
consequences near and remote, national and inter¬ 
national of this conflict of nations 

How would he hav e acted had he lived ? The 

In hib speech at Viisc near Ljon July 25 1914, six days 
before his death, he said ‘ er> people appe irs throufc,h 
out the streets of Europe caiiymt, its little torch and now 
comes the conflagration ’ 

Rappoport, p 61 
« Rappoport, p 369-7c^ 
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proletaiiat of Europe looked to him for guidince 
and had faith in him—Camille Hu>smans has 
said so in the speech delivered at his q^iavc in 
the name of the Worl ers’ Intei national ^ There 
can be no doubt that when he had fought a^^ainst 
the war until ill hoj)e of preventing it was gone, 
he would have yielded loyally to the common 
duty of national defence and taken part in it with 
all his might He had Wanounced this point of 
4 view at the Congiess p Stuttgart, in 1907 in full 
agreejnent thereip wtfth Vandervclde and Bcbcl 
“ If, whatever the circumstances a nation were to 
refuse fro*^ the outset to defend itself, it would be 
entirely at the mercy of the Governments of 
violence bailjarHmj and reaction A unity 
of mankind w Inch was the, result of the absorp 
tion of cenquerf d Rations by one dominating 
nat on would be a unity ♦•ealised in slaveiy ’ 
On his return to Pans, in gi\ mg an account of 
the Congress to French Socialists (September 7, 

* “Throughout the voild there aie six niiDiuns of us, 
organised workmen, foi nhom the name of laurts was the 
incarnation of the noble t ind most conn aspuation 
1 remember what he was for the woikmcn of other 
countiies I see*sttll the foieign dclcj^ate who iwaitecl his 
words before forming their final opinions even wlien they 
were not m agicement with him they wer^ glad to appioicli^ 
his point of >i&w He was moie than tnr ^Void he was the 
Conscience 
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1907, at th^e Tivoli Vaux Hall), he impressed upon 
them their double duty—war against vvai, so long 
as It lb onl> a menace upon the horizon, and in the 
hour of danger war m defence jf national irtde 
pendence 101 this great European was also a 
gieat Frenchman * Yet it is certain too that the 
firm accomj)lishment of his patriotic duty would 
not have pi evented him fiom manntainmg his 
human ideals, and watching with untiring eyes 
for Lvciy opporLunit> of reconstructing the ishal- 
icied unit> Cutainl> l^e would not ha\e aU^wed 
the vessel of socialism to drift ns his feeble 
succcsso»'s halt, done 

T* * 

lie has parsed ftom ns Blu the leflection 

of his luminous genius, his kinclnes-s in the 

\V ho Ii X spoken mo> ^ nobty th 10 1 w i f UK ctei^il rcince 
‘the Uue Fi mcc thnt is noe summed up by in eporb*oi 
by a d i\ neitlicr b) the dij of lon^ igo not the da\ that 
ms just passed but the \\hole oi Fi ince complete in the 
succession of hci d'i>s of her nij^lils of hei ci iwns of hci 
shadows, and ef her depths of Fi mce who 

•across all these ipingled shades, ill these half lights and all 
these vicissitudes, goes for\vard towards a biilhinre which 
she has not yet attained but which is foieshadowed m hti 
thought!’ (1910) * 

See his misterly picture of Ficnch histoiy, ind his mag 
wficent eulogy of France, at the Conference of 1905, which 
lie was prevented fronr ^ehienng in Beilin, and which 
Robeit Fischer read in his place 
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bitter struggle, his indestructible optimism even 
in the midst of disaster, shine above the carnage 
of Europe, over which the (Jusk is gathering 
the splendour of the setting sun i 
There is one page which he wrote, which 
cannot be read^ Without etaotion—an immortal 
page in which he represents the^^ noble Herakles, 
resting after his labours on the maternal earth 
‘ There are hours * h#*jsays, when in feeling 
^the eaith beneath our feet, we experience a 
joy deep arid ttanqtitf as^he earth herself How 
often on my journey along footpaths and across 
fields I have realised suddenly that it was in 
deed the earth on which I trod, that I belonged 
to her, as slie belonged to me* Then without 
thinking ijwent moiSe slowly, because it was 
not wortlywhdc to hasten across her surface, 
because jf was con serous of her and possessed 
her at each step I took, and my soul was 
moving within her depths How many times 
at the fall of day as I lay by tfes side of 
a ditch, my eyes turned towards the ^nt blue^ 
of the east%n sky, 1 have suddenly realised 
that the eaVth >was speeding on her journey 
hastening from the fatigues of the day and the 
limited Hbonzons which the sun illummes, aifd 

j 

rushing^ With prodigious force towards the 
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serenity of night and unlimited horizons, and 
bearing me with her I felt in my body as in 
my soul and m the earth herself as in my 
body, the thrill of this journe)% and a strange", 
sweetness in those blue spaces Vhich Opened ^ 
out before us, without a shocl^ Hjthout a fold 
without a murmur Oh f how much deeper and 
Tnore intense ns this kinship of owr flesh with 
the earth, thnn the vags» and wandering kinship 
of our eyes v\ ith the starry l^eavens How much * 
les-i beautiful the night^Wifk4^s -stars woul^ be 
to us did we not feel iHwselves at the same 
time bound to the earth.” 

He has returi;ted to the eaith -that earth 
which belonged t?o him, that earth^to which he 
belot ged 1 hey have agi,% taken possession of 
each other and hi^ spirit 4s cvei now^warming 
and humanising her ^Jeneath the torrents 
blood shed upon his tomb the new life and the 
peace of to morrow are already springing It 
was a faiBurite and often repeated thought of 
*Jaur^s, of Heraclitus of old, that nothing dan 
interrupt the flow of things, that ‘^^ce is only 
a form or aspect ^ war, w^r Ofily a foim or 
aspect 40 f peace, and what is conflict to day is 
t^e beginning of the reconciliation of ” 

fourml d€ Gemve^ Aagust 2,1911 

r 
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To Page 19 ^ Letter 10 Gerh4RT H4Uptm4nn ) 

The letter to Gerhart Hauptmann^ wntten after the 
destruction of Louvain, and in the stress of the emoiioi# 
aroused by the first news was px^voke^by a hi|,h sounding; 
article of Hauptmann which ipp6afQliM||ew days prevAfnsly 
In that letter he rebutted the a( 5 cusatS^j^f barbarism hurled 
against Germany, and returned it against Belgium 
The article ended as follows 

* I assure M Maeterlinck that no (file in Germany 
thinks of imitating the act of his *civi]is|k1 nation’ We 
prefer to be and to remain the German barbarians'for whom 
the women and the children of our enemies Are sacred 
1 can assuie him that we never thoughtlessly massage 
and make martyrs of Belgian women and children Our 
witnesses tie on our frontiers the socialist beside the 
bourgeois, the peasant beside the savant, and the prince 
beside the j^rkman and all fight witli^ a full lealisation 
^of the object, for a noble and rich national treasure, for 
internal and external goods which aid the progress and 
the ascent of humanity ’ 

• 

To Pagf 41 (‘Above thf Battle”) 

My enemies have not failed to make use of this passage 
to attribute to me sentiments of contempt with regard to the 
peoples of Asia and Africa This charge is all the less 
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justified in that I have precious friendships among^st the 
intellectuals of Asia^ with wboon I have cemained in 
correspondence during this war lliese friends have been>. 

httle misled as t%my real thought that one of them, 
a leading Hindu^ writei Anandc^ Coomaraswamy has 
•dedicated to me an admirable essay which appeared m 
the New A^e (December 1914), entitled “A Woild Policy 
for India ’ but— 

I Asiatic iroogs recruited amongst races of professional( 
warriors in no way represent the thought of Asia, as 
Coomaraswamy agrees 

^ 2 riK l^eroism of of Africa and Asia is not 

•underjiiscussion liKMpfts no need for the hecatombs 
which have been itml durii^ the past year, to evoke 
admiration for their splendid devotion 

3 As regards baibansm, I am glad to confess that now 
the “ white skins can no longer reproach “ skins black, 
red, or yellow in this respect 

4 It is not fte latt^ hut the formei whom 1 blame 
1 denounce to day on<!.6 more with as much vigour as 
fourteen ninths ago, the ^hort sighted policy which has 
iqfToduced Africa and Asi^ into the quarrels of Furope 
The future will justify my ina ctment 

R R 


The terntb Asia and Ainca have not of course h geographical 
but an eLhnolo^ieal !»tL.nificati yn Turkey is not and never has been , 
European and it is difficult to decide up to what point certain of the 
Balkan Powers are European 
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War and Civilization 

By the Rt Hon f M ROBERTSON, M P * 

Vuthor of The Effolution of States Patnotism ind Empire etc 
trowm'&zo * w 6d ni^ 

Prolessoi Steifen the holder of a chair of SdCial Science at Stockholib, 
ha produced i book under th^ above title, in ^iich he justifies the 
policy of Germany in terms of her imperial iKSed Tor expulsion and hef 
Kultur wineli for him makes incredible the charges biought against 
her bv the Allies even is itj^ards her invasion of Belgium Translated 
into ( erman the bool is accepted on the German side as a vindieitloii 
Ml Rjihertson putting hib reply in the form of an Open Lettei traverses 
the whole ea e anilysmg the political and the soeioh>gicil argument and 
prf4^n 111^, i btrong counter ipdietment 

Towards a LastiASettlement 

* G I OWES DICKINSON, BRAILSFORD, 

J A HOBSON VERNON LEE PHILIP 
SNOWDEN, MP, A MAUD ROYDEN, 

H SJDEBOTHAM, and Others 
hoi I ED BY CHARLES ROD^ BUXTON 

oLfi Lhth ' is 6d w/ Postage 44 

This ^)ok IS insphed by the {»feddminant aim of securing that 
catastrophe such as the preset t Wat shall never recur It deals wMi the 
fundimental questions which unfleilie the settlement of the war— 
Intel nation il Agreement or partnership as opposed to the ' balance 
of power policy the principle of natidhality the questions of e^al 
economic opportuiuties and the so-called freedom of the seas, and 
publicity and demoffatic influence in foreign policy It deals also with 
even^deeper problems which cannot be left out of sight at a time like the 
present—the relation of war for instance to self government to the 
interests of women and to civilization itself It looks to the future 
rather than to the past It deals with problems that must and will be 
discussed not only during the continuance of the war but during the 
peace negotiations and for many months if not for many years after a 
settlement has been reached It is, m fact an examination of the 
problems which it is indispensable to understand if we are to be enabled 
to advocate or to cnticize any scheme of international reconstruction and 
to lay the foundation of a permanent peace The names of the writers are 
a guarantee both that the treatment will be thorough, and that the 
various subjects will be presented with vividness and luddity 



The Future of Dfeittocrac* 

By H M HYNDMAN ^ ^ 

Author of England for All, ‘ 1 he Historical Ba^ts of Sdnalisi 
r The Commeraal Crises of the Nineteenth Centura Ihc 
BdDlrruptcy of India “ 1 he V c 5 ncmm-b cf Sii lalism, 
Heinimscence<; ind hurtl er Remnnscences 
Cf»wn ' 2; 6 y f f 

Tine book is a eollectiun of essays upon (he f^rcat social and j'&litical 
Foroet of our tune the exists which brou^ ht the pnseiit War ind those 
tffhkil (sre working to lemodel our Socuty when Pcat-e Ins been made 
rhe volume contains tot onJv (he ijnpiifsSKns of nttnl cveiilH but the 
condusions drawn from the experience if htty }ear<; the meMlable 
ttevelopment from the pieocnt anarchical penod ol ti 1 isition to an 
Organised democrabc collertivijim is cic-irly indicated 
llie autlior has seen manv Ganges in Europe and 1 ihic tuin the 
ulltiefiB of hiiicnowl^ge to fortrcastihe piohable lou sc of cicnts ind to 
drive home hU whangs of long ago which arc ah each being lugciv 
justified ^ ^ 

Towards International 

t 

Government 

Bv JOHN A HOBSON 

Author of Imperialism V\oik and Wealth ek 
Cfown Srtf, C&th is 64 net 

Always lucid cogent iid unflinching in his ugunent and 
leads rs> t>tcp bv step towards the conclusion that the 
boldest solution i& sUest and simple t —M utclns^n ( uattitan 
i'^His woik 18 of the utmost viluc as a st nehonsf ol inform ition 
arglttnent and suggestion •~^oinmoii t iiise 
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The Coming Scrap of Paper 

By EDWARD W EDbAjLL 
Crmn Cloth is 6 d mt 

This book shows that the gold slaiulaul upon which our whole n Uional 
life IS basAt) hasidr yc irs past been undermined by papci mo icy (i e hy 
means of the systeip) and in tact, has already been virtually 

destroyed 

H goes on to show how this process has ulpened the wiy to ^Iterations 
in afUhe relations of national life J^t d e fm^ht witii untold possibilities 
for the weliaic of every ctamof nic com lianuy and would also operate, 
in due time for the beneMlinhe world at large 
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